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Also, petition of citizens of Cr.anesville and Blaine, Me., 
against religious legislation in the District of Columbia-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By l\Ir. RUPPERT : Petition of Municipal Art Society of 
Baltimore, for Senate bill 5604 and II. R. 17630, for national 
art advisory board-to the Committee on the Library. 

Also petition of Chicago Federation ill Labor, for anti
injunction law-to the Committee on Labor. 

By 1\Ir. RYAN: Petition of 1\fnn.icipal .Art Society ·of Balti
more, for II. R. 1TG30, · for national advisory board ()f art ex
perts-t() the Committee on the Library. 

Also, petition of Chicago Federation of Labor, for the anti
injunction bill (H. R. 18752)-to the Committee .on the .Judi
ciary. ·: 

By Mr. SMITH of 1\Iaryland : Paper to accompany bill for 
relief of Edwin D. Bates-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SHARTEL: Resolution of members of the working 
clasoes of Joplin, 1\Io., relative to unlawful procedure of 
governors of Idah-9 and Colorado against Charles H. l\foyer, 
president; William D. Haywood, secretary, and George A. 
Pettibone, ex-member of executive board of Western Federation 
of Miners-to the Committee on Labor. 
' ·By 1\lr. SP ARKl\fAN: Petition of Knights of Columbu , 
State Council, for bill H. R. 13304, for memorial for Christopher 
Columbus-to the Committee on the Library. 

By l\fr. SPIGHT: Paper to accompany bill for relief of 
heirs of Joseph A. Brunson, decease_d-to the Committee on 
Wm: Claims. . 

By l\fr. ST-ERLING·: Petition of N. E. Stevens, P. E. Low, 
and William G. Dustin, for amendment to post-office laws and 
regulations to legalize all paid newspaper subscriptions-to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By _l\Ir. STE:V.ENS of Minnesota: Paper to accompany bil1 
for relief of Francis A. Russell-to the Committee on Military 
.Affair . -
. By l\Ir. SULLIVAN of New York; Petition of Municipal 
Art .Society of Baltimore, for bills S. 5694 and H. R. 17630, 
for an art advisory board-to the Committee on the Library. 

By Mr. SULZER: Petition of Generals Rru1.m, Crawford, and 
Birney, for S. 2162, :relative to volunteer retired list-to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. · 

Also, petition of Chicago Federation of Labor, for the Pearre 
bill (II. R. 18752), relative to injunctions-to the Committee on 
the J'udiciary. 

Also, petition of Inter-Municipal Research Company, for bills 
H. R. 44G2 and ·s. 2962, relative to labor con:ditions in the Dis
trict of Columbia-:-to the Committee on the District of Co
lumbia. 

Also, peti~ion of Executive Committee of National Business 
League, for a gradual e::.:. largement of the Navy-to the Com
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, petition of Municipal Al.·t So.ciety of Baltimore, for bills 
S. 5G94 and H. R. 17630, for advisory board of art experts-to 
the Committee on the Library~ 

By .Mr. WEEMS : P-etition of First Presbyterian Church of 
Barnesville, Ohi9, for constitutional amendment abolishing 
polygamy-to the Committee on the Judlciary. 

·By 1\Ir. WILEY of Alabama: Petition of..J. G. Graves, against 
tariff on linotype machines-to ihe Committee on Ways and 
1\Ieans. 

SENATE. 
FRIDAY, June 1, 1906. 

Prayer by Rev. ULYSSES G. B. .PIERCE, -of the ·city of Wash-
ington. · 

The Secretru·y pl"oceeded to read the .Journal ·of yesterday-'s 
proce.cdings, when, on request of M.r. CULBERSON, and by unani
mous consent, the further reading was dispensed with. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Journal stands ~pproved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by M:r. w. J. 
BRowNING, its Chief Clerk, .announced that the House bad dis
agreed to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
16053) making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office 
Department for the fiscal ,year ending June 30, 1907, and for 
other purposes, asks a conference with the Senate -on the dis
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. OVERSTREET, Mr. 'GABDN.ER of New Jersey, and Mr. MOON of 
Tennessee managers at the conference on the part of the House. 

The .message also announced that the Bouse had passed a bill 
(H. R. 192G4} making appropriation for the .diplomatic and con
sular service for the fiscal yenr -ending June '30, 1907 ; m whi·ch 
it requested the conclirrence of the Senate. 

PETITIONS AND :ME fORIALS. 

Mr. CULLOM presented petitions of sundry citizens of Erie, 
Camp Point, Dallas City, Villa Grove, Johnson City, Mount Cru·
mel, Ramsey, Chicago, Kirkwood, Princeton, Kinmundy, Vienna, 
Eureka, Dwight, Bridgeport, Bone Gap, Stockton, Monticello, 
Paxton, Martinsville, Baylis (Pike County), Alto Pass, Fisher, 
Mount VeTnon, Athens, Mansfield, Peoria, Manteno, Marshall, and 
Wenona., all in the State of 'Illinois, praying for the adoption of 
a certain amendment to the postal laws relative to newspaper 
subscriptions; which were r eferred to the Committee on Post
Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. TELLER presented a petition of 1\Iidland Division, No. 
.385, Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, of Colorad City, 
Colo., praying for the passage of tbe so-called " employers' lia
bility bill;" which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also pTesented a petition of the Woman's Club of Boulder, 
Colo., praying for the enactment of legislation to regulate the 
emllloyrrient of child labor in the District of Columbia; , whicll 
was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

lie also presented a petition of LDcal Union No. 154, American 
FedeTation of .1\Iusicians, of ·Colorado Springs, Colo., and ·a peti
tion of Local Union No. 20, American Federation of l\fusicians, 
-Of Denver, Coi9., praying for the enactment. of legislation to pro
hibit Government musicians from competing with civilian musi
cians; which were referred to the Committee on Military Af-
fairs. · 
· He also presented petitions of the Nineteenth Century Club ot 

Pueblo; of the Young Ladies' National 1\Iutual lmprovement As· 
sociation of San Luis Valley, of Manassa; of the Pierian Club, 
of T.r·inidad; of the Columbian Club, of Fort Collins; of the 
Tuesday Evening Club, of Salida; of the Improvement Club, o1 
W'indsor, and of the Federation of Women's Clubs of ·Colorado 
Springs, all in the State of Colorado, praying that an appro· 
pl'iation be made for a scientific investigation into the industrial 
conditions of women in the United States; ·which were referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. · 

.He also presented a peti±ion of Local Division, Brotherhood 
of Railroad Trainmen, of Salida, Colo., and a petition of Co
lumbian Council, No. 5, Daughters of Liberty, of Denver, Colo., 
praying for the enactment of legislation to restrict imm'igratiori; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a memorial of Local Division No. 19, 
Amalgamated Association of Street and Electric Railway Em· 
ployees of Ameriea, of Colorado Springs, Colo., remonstrating 
against the repeal ·of the present Chinese-exclusion law; whicb 
was referred to the Committee on Immigration. 

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Denver, 
Colo., praying for an investigation of the existing conditions in 
the Kongo Free State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial of the Denver Credit 1\Ien's 
Association, of ·nenver, Colo., remonstrating against the repeal 
of the present national bankruptcy law; which was I referrea 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also pTesented a petition of John S. !Stewart Camp, No. 1, 
Army . of the Philippines, of Denver, Colo., and a petition of 
Irving Hale .Camp, No. 3, Al.·my of the Philippines, of 'Colorado, 
praying for the enactment of . legislation granting speciaJ medals 
to all officers and enlisted men who serv.ed beyond their legaJ 
enlistment to supp-ress the Phillppine insurrection; which were 
referred to the Committee on Mill tary Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Colorado Springs, Colo., praying for tbe enactment of legis
lation autllori:ling the Secretary of Agriculture to investigate 
systems of farm management, making appropriation therefor, 
and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a memorial of the Business 1\Ien's Associa-
tion of Pneb1o, Colo., remonstrating against the passage of the 
-so-called "parcels-post bill ; " which was referred to the Com· 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BURKETT presented petitions of 8,267 women of the 
State of Nebraska, prn:ying for -an investigation of the charges 
made and filed against Hon. REED SMOOT, · n Senator "from ·the 
State of Utah; which were referred to the Committee on Privi· 
leges and Elections. 

1\fr. BRANDEGEE presented petitions of 5,316 women -of the 
State of Connecticut, :praying for an investigation -of the. charges 
made and filed against Hon. REED SMooT, a Senator f~om the 
State of .Utah ; which were referr.ed to the Committee o.ri Privi
leges and Elections.' 

.l\'Ir. BRANDEGEE. I present _a petition of the Chamber of 
;Commerce of New Haven, Conn., praying for the ratification of 
the pending treaty with Santo Domingo. I ask that it be re· 
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ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and printed in 
tlle RECORD. 

Tllere being no objection, the petition was referred to the Com
mittee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF NEW HAVEN. 

At a stated meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of New Haven, 
held on l\lcnday evening, May 28, 1906, upon the recommendation of the 
committee on legislation the following preambles and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

" Whereas for many years the political conditions in Santo Domingo 
have been such as to render unstable commercial enterprises there, and 
the customs department of the Republic has been so conducted and 
mismanaged that the business interests of this country can not safely 
either export or import goods because thereof ; and 

" Whereas on account of the debts and obligations owing to foreign 
countries by .the Dominican Government and its citizens there is danger 
of still further disturbances to our commercial relations, not only with 
this, but with those countries to whom these debts and obligation.s are 
owing; and 

"Whereas there is pending before the Senate of the United States 
a treaty which is designed to place upon a more satisfactory basis 
the collection of the tariffs and revenues of the Dominican Republic 
and the settlement and adjustment of its affairs with all its creditors; 
and 

"Whcrelh; the ratification of this treaty makes for the welfare of 
this country and of the Dominican Rqpublic as well, and for the bet
terment of tmde conditions with it: Now, therefore, be it 

"Re.<Jolved by the Charnbet· of Com1nerce of New Haven, That this 
body hereby approves the ratification of the treaty pending in the Senate 
of the united States between this country and the Dominican Republic 
providing for the collection and disbursement by the United States of 
the custom revenues of the Republic ; and it is further 

"Resolved, That the secretary of this chamber be, and he is hereby, 
instructed to send copies of these preambles and resolutions to the 
Senators of this State in Congress, with the request that they favt>r 
the ratification of the pending treaty." 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and affixed the 
seal of the chamber this 31st day of May, 1896. 

(SEAL.] ROLLIN S. WOODRUFF, President. 
JOHN CURRIER GALLAGHER, Secretary. 

Mr. DANIEL presented petitions of 3,254 women of the State 
of Virginia, praying for an investigation of tlle charges made 
and filed against Bon. REED SMOOT, a Senator from the State of 
Utah; which were referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

JAMES T. WELLMAN. 

Mr. LODGE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill ( S. 5373) to remove the charge of 
desertion from the military record of James T. Wellman, sub
miti:ed an adverse report thereon; which was agreed to, and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

On request of Mr. LoDGE, and by unanimous conseJ'lt, the re
port was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as follows : 

ADVERSE REPORT TO ACCOMPANY BILL S. 5373. 
The CQmmittee on Military Affairs, which has had under careful con

sideration the bill (S. 5.373) to remove the charge of desertion frolll' 
the military record of James T. Wellman, has had the same under 
careful consideration, and hereby reports it back to the Senate ad
versely, recommending its indefinite postponement. 

.James T. Wellman appears to have enlisted in the Regular Army in 
September, 1864, and deserted in April, 1865. This is wholly different 
from enlistment in a volunteer regiment. Many young men who were 
away on furlough or on special details when the war ended did not 
appreciate the importance of rejoining their regiments and being regu
larly mustered out. Such men were, therefore, borne on the rolls as 
deserters ; but although technically such, in many cases they were 
morally innocent. In cases of this sort your committee frequently re
pm·ts favorably bills to correct the record. But when a man has en
listed in the Regular Army he owes the Government service whether 
in war or J:leace, and to overlook the desertion of a regular soldier 
wonld establish a very dangerous precedent and open the door to end
less applications for correction of Regular Army records, which would 
be most detrimental to the service. 

For the above reasons your committee feels that the bill (S. 5373) 
should be indefinitely postponed. 

WILLIAM R. VAN NOTE. 
Mr. LODGE, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 

whom was referred the bill (S. 421) to correct the military 
t•ecord of William R. Van Note, submitted ·an adverse report 
thereon; which was agreed to, and the bill was postponed in
definitely. 
. On request of 1\fr. LoDGE, and by unanimous consent, the re

port was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 
ADVERSE REPORT TO ACCOMPANY BILL S. 421. 

William R. Van Note is shown by the record to have been· mustered 
into service September 21, 1861, in Company D, Twenty-ninth Indiana 
Infantry Volunteers, and the muster rolls of October 31, 1862, report 
him absent a paroled prisoner of war, of which the records of prisoners 
of war furnish no information. According to his own story, he was 
taken prisoner at Lawrenceburg, Ky., was paroled, and went home ill. 
He never reported himself in any way to his· regiment or to the author
ities at Washington, but under the name of Riley Higginbotham, two 
years after his desertion, he was drafted in Michigan, examined, and 
held to service on October 4, 1864. This shows that his health, which 
he alleges as the reason for not r ejoining his Indiana regiment, had 
been reestablished. In the Michigan regiment to which he was drafted, 
he served until the end of the war, and was then mustered out with an 
honorable discharge. 'l'he facts disclosed by this summary do not seem 
to your committee to warrant a correction by law of the record of 
William R. Van Note. 

For the above reasons your committee feels that the bill (S. 421) 
should be indefinitely postponed. 

UMATILLA. INIDAN RESERVATION LANDS IN OREGON. 
1\fr. FULTON. I am directed by the Committee on Public 

Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 6300) providing when 
patents· shall issue to the purchasers of certain lands in the 
State of Oregon, to report it favorably without amendment. It 
is a short bill and local in its character. I ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Secretary read the bill ; and tllere being no objection, 
tlle Senate, as in Committee of the 'Vhole, proceeded to its con
sideration. It provides that all persons who have heretofore 
purchased any of the lands of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
in the State of Oregon and have made or sha11 make full and 
final payment therefor in conformii:y with the acts of Congress 
of March 3, 1885, and of July 1, 1902, respecting the sale of such 
lands, shall be entitled to receive patent therefor upon submit
ting satisfactory proof to the Secretary of the Interior that the 
untimbered lands so purchased are not susceptible of cultivation 
or residence, and are exclusively grazing lands, incapable of any 
profitable use other than for grazing purposes. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amP-W~8ent, or
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

JOHN G. FONDA. 
Mr. CULLOM. I ask a favor which I have not asked before 

during this session. I should like to call up the bill ( S. 6240) 
granting an increase of pension to John Q-:" Fonda. The bene
ficiary is 85 or 86 years old, and is absolutely without funds for 
a living. · 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Pensions with an amendment, in line 8, 
before the word " and," to insert " and brevet brigadier-general 
United States Volunteers;" so as to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to 
the provisions and limitations of the pension laws the name of John 
G. Fonda, late colonel One hundred and eighteenth Regiment Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, and brevet brigadier-general United States Vol
unteers, and pay him a pension at the rate of $50 per month in lieu 
vf that he is now receiving. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill , was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 

amendment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 

read the third time, and passed. 
CANAL BETWEEN PUGET SOUND AND LA.KE W ASHINGTO . 

:Mr. PILES. I am directed by the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. G32D) autllorizing J'::tilles A. 
Moore or his assigns to construct a canal along the Govern~ent 
right of way connecting the waters of Puget Sound with Lake 
Washington, to report it favorably with amendments, and I 
submit a report . thereon. I ask for the present consideration 
of the bill. 

The Secretary read the bill. 
Mr. SPOOllllTIR. I should like to have the first three or four 

lines read again. 
The Secretary read as requested. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of .the 

Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 
l\Ir. BACON. I should like to inquire of the Senator in 

charge of the bill whether this canal is to be ~onstructed by a 
<!ompany or by an individual. 

Mr. PILES. The bill provides for its construction by James 
A. l\Ioore, a private individual, or his assigns. It is a matter 
where the county of King, in which the canal is to be con
structed, will donate about $500,000 to the Government. 'l'he 
bill gives authority to construct a canal across the right of way, 
which the people of King County presented to the General Gov
ernment some years ago . 

l\fr. BACON. As I understand the purport of the bill, it is 
simply to gain the consent of the Federal Government, so far as 
that consent is necessary as to navigable waters. 

Mr. PILES. To construct a canal from Lake Washington 
to a connection with Lake Union in the northern part of the 
city of Seattle, and thence through Salmon Bay to a connection 
with the waters of Puget Sound, a distance of about 6 miles 
all told, land and water. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendments reported by. the 
Committee on Commerce will be stated in their order. 

The first amendment was, on page 1, line 5, after the words 
" ship canal," to insert: 

Not less than 25 feet in depth and with a bottom width of not less 
than 60 feet. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was, on page 1,. line 5, after the words 
"timber lock," to insert: 

Of not less than 600 feet in length and 72 feet in width. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 1, line 11, after the words, 

u United States,'' to insert : 
Which shall include provision for the discharge of waters from Lakes 

Union and Washington and afford adequate protection against claims 
for damages for changing the level of Lake Washington. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 2, line 20, after the word 

" jurisdiction," to insert~ 
And the said Secretary of War may compel the execution of a suffi

cient bond by the said James A. Moore, or his assigns, insuring compli
ance with the provisions and conditions imposed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, on page 2, line 242 after the words 

"United States,'' to insert: 
But the said James A. Moore, or his assigns~ shall operate and main

tain in suitable condition the said canal and loek after completion for a 
period of three years to the satisfaction of said Secretary of War and 
Chief of Engineers of the United States, free of cost to the United 
States, and from charges of any kind whatever, and free from the pay
ment of all tolls. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
1\Ir. BACON. I have not had an opportunity to examine the 

bill, but, as I gathered from the reading, there is no incorpora
tion by the bill or the grant of any corporate power; it is simply 
permission to use the waters where such permission is required 
on account of those waters being navigable. Am I correct? 

Mr. PILES. That is correct. The bill simply gives the con
sent of the United States to the construction of a canal along the 
right of way which the people of that county themselves gave to 
the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the thh·d time, and passed. 

THOMAS J. MORRIS. 

Mr. FORAKER, from the Committee on 1\Iilitary Affairs. to 
whom was referred the bill ( S. 3521) to correct the military 
record of Thomas J. Morris, reported it with an amendment, 
and submitted a report thereon. 

lliLLS INTRODUCED. 

1\fr. SCOTT introduced the following bills; which were sever
ally read twice by their title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims: 

A bill (S. 6340) for the relief of. the estate of John Snyder, 
deceased ; and 

A bill ( S. 6341) for the relief of Sampson Snyder. 
Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 6342) granting an increase 

of pension to William Birney and twenty-one other .officers of 
the Volunteer Army of the civil war; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

1\fr. PERKINS introduced a bill ( S. 6343) for the relief of the 
estate of Henry W. 1\Iiller, deceased; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. FULTON introduced a bill (S. 6344) to remove the charge 
of desertion from the military record of C. F. Bulfinch ;· which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers. 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

1\Ir. :MORGAN. introduced a bill ( S. 6345) for the relief of the 
trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, of' Hunts
ville, Ala. ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

1\Ir. PLATT (for Mr. DEPEW) introduced a bill (S. 6346) 
granting a pension to Sarah J. White; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on .Pensions. 

Mr. liALE introduced a bill ( S. 6347) granting an increase 
of pension to Edward R. Cunningham; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. OVERl\IAl~ introduced the following bills; which were 
severally read twice by their titles. and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill ( S. 6348) granting a pension to Timothy Edwards ; 
A bill ( S. 6349) granting a pension to Gaston H. Wilder ; 
A bill (S. 6350) granting an increase of pension to Silas G. 

Clark; and 
A bill (S. 6351) granting an increase of pension to Andrew J. 

West. 
Mr. OVERMAN introduced a bill (S. 6352) for the relief of 

Orrin R. Smith; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on ChUms. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO introduced a bill ( S. 6S53) granting an 
increase of ·pension to Dolores S. Foster; which wrts read twice 

by its title, and, with the accompanying papers referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. ' 

Mr. CLARK o · Montana introduced a bill ( S. 6354) to survey 
and allot the lands em}}raced within the limits of the Blackfeet 
Indian Reservation, in the State of Montana, and to open the 
surplus lands to settlement; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the (J{}mmittee on Indian Affairs. 

WISCONSIN FOREST RESERVE. 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE submitted an ame~dment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill (S. 4284) granting to the State of 
Wisconsin the residue of unappropriated and unreserved public 
lands within said State as an addition to the State forest re
serve of said State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

BUILDINGS FOB EMBASSIES AND LEGATIONS. 

Mr. FORAKER submitted an amendment proposing to appro
priate $1~000 000 for the acquisition in foreign capitals of proper 
sites and buildings which shaH be used by the embassies and 
legations of the United States, etc., intended to be proposed by 
him to the diplomatic and consular appropriation bill ; which 
was refeJ.'red to the Commit;tee on Foreign Relations and or-
dered to be printed. ' 

GAZETTEER OF THE PHILIPPINES~ 

1\Ir. LODGE submitted the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved by the Senate (the- House of Representatives concttrring), 
That there be printed and bo.und in the form of the edition of 1902 
(S. Doc. 280, 57th Cong., 1st ses .) 5,000 copies of the Gazetteer of the 
Philippine Islands, revised to January 1, 1906, with suitable maps and 
cha~ts, of wbieh 1,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate, 2,000 
coptes for the use of the House of Representatives, 1,000· copies for the 
~e of the :W~r Department, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Philip· 
ptne Commtsston. 

REPORT ON ALASKAN SCHOOLS, ETC. 

1\fr. TELLER. I submit a resolution of inqu!ry. I ask to 
have it read and considered. 

The resolution was read, as follows : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and hereby is df· 

rected, if not incompatible with the publie interest, to furnish' the 
Senate with a copy of any communications received fi·om the Com· 
missioner of Education commenting upon, or in 1·eply to the report 
of the investigation made in 190:5. by Special Agent ll'rank C. ChW"chill, 
regarding the condition of educational and school service and the man
agement of reindeer service in the district of Alaska, the same to be 
attached to and pt·inted with the report of Special Agent Frank c. 
Churchill, which was called for b_y ·the Senate in session , May 31, 1906. 

'l'he VICE-PRESIDE~TT. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. GALiliNGER. Yesterday I offered a resolution sub~ 
stantially the same, which was agreed to, asking the President 
to communicate that report to the Senate. I think, if the Sena
tor will look at the RECORD, he will see that it covers the point. 

1\fr. TELLER. The Senator from New Hampshire introduced 
a resolution calling for :Mr. Churchill's report, and I am asking 
for the reply of the Commissioner of Education to it. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Oh, I beg pardon. 
1\lr. TELLER.. So as to have the two together. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I think that is very proper. I thought it 

was the same report. 
The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and 

agreed to. 
APPE.ALS IN CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS. 

Mr. NELSON. I ask unanimous consent for the pr~scnt con
sideration of the bill (H. R~ 15434) to regulate appeals in 
criminal prosecutions. 

The bill had been reported from the Committee on tbe Judi
ciary with an amendment, to strike out all after the enacting 
clause and insert a substitute, which was rea.d. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

Mr. TELLER. That is a class of bills that I do not think 
should be passed ~n the morning hour. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is made, and the bill will 
lie over. 

PUBLIC LAND LEASES IN NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. HANSBROUGH. I am directed by the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 18600 ) to 
amend section 10 of the act of Congress approved June 21, 
1898, to make certain grants of land to the Territory of New 
Mexico, and for other purposes, to report it favorably without 
amendment. This is a House bill, and I ask for its present con
sideration. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I should like to ask if it is the unanimous 
report of _the Committee on Public Lands? 

Mr. HANSBROUGH. I will say to the Senator that this bill 
is the existing law with some slight exceptions. Under exist-
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ing law the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to lease lands 
in New Mexico in areas not exceeding 64:0 acres. It is found 
that owing to the character of the land there the Department 
can not make any leases ; that nobody wants them. It is pro
po ed by the bill to allow the Secretary, in his discretion, to lease 
them in larger areas than 640 acres. That is all there is to the 
bill. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Is it a unanimous report by the com
mittee? 

Mr. HANSBROUGH. It is a unanimous report by the com
mittee. 

Mr. SPOONER. I should like to inquire if there is no limit 
in the bill upon the area which the Secretary of the Interior 
may lease? 

Mr. HANSBROUGH. No; there is no limit. Jt is supposed 
that the Secretary--

Mr. SPOONER. I am not in favor of giving unlimited power 
in that way. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present 
consideration of the bill? 

Mr. SPOONER. I think it had better go over, that we may 
look at it. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Under objection, the bill will lie 
over. It will be placed on the Calendar. 

POST-oFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the action of 
the House of Representatives disagreeing to the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 16953) making appropriations 
for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1907, and for other purposes, and asking a 
conference with the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon. 

1\Ir. PENROSE. I move that the Senate insist upon its 
amendments, that the request for a conference by the House be 
granted, and that the Chair appoint the conferees on the part 
of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Vice-President appointed 
Mr. PENROSE, Mr. DoLLIVER, and Mr. CLAY as the conferees on 
the part of the Senate. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

H. R. 19264. An act making appropriation for the diplomatic 
and consular service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1907, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

PROPOSED ISLE OF PINES INVESTIGATION. 
Mr. MORGAN. I wish to call up the resolution submitted 

by me on a former day, which went over by consent, and is o..n 
the table, subject to call. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be read. 
The Secretary read the resolution b'ubmitted by Mr. MORGAN 

March 22, 1906, as follows : 
Resolved, That a committee of seven Senators be appointed by the 

Chair, with instructions to make diligent and careful examination into 
the condition of the people of the Isle of l'ines before and since the 
enactment of the law known as the "Platt amendment" to the Army 
appropriation bill, approved the 2d day of March, 1901, and up to the 
time of the execution of this order and their report thereon. 

Such inquiry shall include the form of the so-called " government de 
facto " in said island, its officers, and by whom appointed, and the man
ner in which such government has been conducted by those who claim 
or have claimed to be in authority there since the Army of the United 
States was withdrawn from the island of Cuba and the government of 
that island was turned over to the Congress and people of Cuba. 

The committee shall inquire and report whether under such govern
ment in the Isle of Pines any official abuses or oppressions have oc
CUlTed with reference to the people of that island affecting their liber
tie:s, their persons, or their schools, their churches, their sepultures, 
their taxation, their employment or vocation, their property of any de
scription, the registry of their land titles or wills or other convey
anc•es, their intercow·se and trade on the island, or with other ports 
or places, or with shipping enga~ed in the trade of the island. 

They will inquire and report m respect of any alleged judicial pro
ceedings, civil or criminal, conducted or entertained by any judge, mag
istrate, or alcalde acting under the laws of Cuba., against any of the 
lnbabitants of the Isle of Pines, resulting in their imprisonment or 
amercement in fines or forfeitures, and of the places at which such 
trials were had, and as to the removal of such defendant , by force or 
compulsion, to any place in the island of Cuba to answer such accu
sations or prosecutions. And also whether the alleged judicial officers 
so employed in such proceedings were appointed by the Government of 
Cuba or of any department thereof. 

Said committee will further inquire and report as to the number of 
American citizens that were residing in the Isle of Pines at the time 
when the Government of Cuba was turned over to the Congress and 
people of the Republic of Cuba and before that time, and when the 
Immigration of such citizens into said island first begun. 

They will further ascertain and report as to the progress of such 
immigration, and the classes of people wbo settled in the island as 
seel<ers and builders of permanent homes or places of residence, and the 
number of such citizens who now reside in the Isle of Pines as per·ma
nent settlers; and also what increase or decrease of population and of 
what citizenship, respectively, has taken place in that island since the 
evacuation of Cuba by the Army of the United States. 

The committee will also examine into the condition of the island as 

to agriculture, fruit growing, and the extent to which the immigrants 
from the United States are landowners and cultivators and whether 
their crops, orchards, and farm productions, such as cattle, hogs, and 
poultry, are becoming productive and prosperous. 

They will also give description~ of the topography of the island, its 
waters and water courses, and 1ts coasts, bays, inlets, and harbors 
with reference to navigation; and its roads and bridges .and by whom 
constructed and paid for; its forests and their value · the healthfulness 
of the island, and the character and conduct of the citizens of the 
United States who reside there, and, generally, any facts that will 
inform the Senate as to all material facts concerning the duty of the 
Government toward the safeguarding, protection, and regulation and 
control of its citizens who inhabit the Isle of Pines. 

2. Said committee is empowered to visit the Isle of Pines, or to des
ignate a subcommittee to . visit the same, and to send for persons and 
papers. Oaths to witnesses may be administered by any member of the 
committee or subcommittee. 

3. The committee is empowered to appoint a secretary, a steno~
rapher, a typewriter, and a sergeant-at-arms, and to pay them their 
compensation at the rate prescribed by law. 

The necessary allowances for travel and board of the committee and 
its officers and for attendance and the mileage and attendance of wit
nesses shall be paid on proper vouchers approved by the chairman ot 
the committee, out of the contingent fund of the Senate-

The committee may sit durin~ the sessions of the Senate or during 
its vacations and at any place m the United States or in the Isle of 
Pinea · 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Mr. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Alabama 

yield to the Senator !rom Wisconsin? 
Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Will the Senator from Alabama yield ' 

that I may call up the bill which was not finished yesterday? 
Mr. MORGAN. How long will that bill take? 
Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I can not say, but I do not think it 

will take very long. It was under consideration for some time 
yesterday. 

1\Ir. MORGAN. Unless some definite time could be fixed, I 
can not consent. If a definite time is fixed that the bill will 
occupy, then I would know whether I would have the oppor
tunity to present this resolution before the Senate to-day? 

1\Ir. LODGE. What is the status of the resolution? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It is noted upon the record that it 

went over on a former day subject to the call of the Senator 
from Alabama. 

Mr. HALE. It evidently ought to be referred to the Com
mittee on Foreign Relations. I make that motion. 

Mr. MORGAN. . The motion is to refer it. 
Mr. HALE. To refer it to the Committee on Foreign Rela

tions. I do not think a matter of this magnitude, with a treaty 
pending, should be passed upon here without the action of tl.te 
committee. 

Mr. MORGAN. I am very glad the motion has been made, as 
it brings the -subject directly in review before the Senate. 

Air. President, I propose now to proceed with my observations 
upon the resolution. 

I offered the resolution in the Senate at the request of a num
ber of people in the United States, and also in the Isle of Pines, 
which I think is a part of the United States. I have many of 
their lett~rs here. Some of them I have not pre erved. 

There has been and is very great solicitude on the part of the 
people concet·ned in the Isle of Pines and on the part of many 
thousands of people who are. not concerned in the Isle of Pines 
to have some rational, honest, just settlement of the question 
that has taken hold of the public mind in a very earnest way 
that can not be suppressed. 

The matter has been before the Senate in the form of treaty 
negotiations for three years. The Senate bas been very re
luctant even to consider the question, it appears. I desire now 
to bring to the attention of the Senate reasons why we should 
have what I will call official and authentic statements in regard 
to the situation of the people in that island, and of the laws 
that are obtaining there, and also of certain alleged abuses of 
those laws on the part of the Government of Cuba. 

It may be propel· for me to premise by saying that the elder 
members of this body who have been here for several years and 
who were here during the struggle for the independence of Cuba 
know that there is no man in this body who was more devoutly 
concerned in the efforts to bring to the Cuban people the relief 
that they claimed against the Spanish Government than I, and 
that I have always been a friend of that island and of its peo
ple, and am to-day. 

But, Mr. President, above the people of Cuba or any. other 
people in the world I am the friend of American citizens. In 
this matter there 1s presented a controversy between the Govern
ment of Cuba on one side and the people of the United States 
on another side which requires to be settled in some friendly 
and proper way. Otherwise it will aggravate itself. I do not 
mean that it will be aggravated. It will aggravate itself into a 
condition that will bring very serious consequences upon both 
countries-Cuba and the United States. 

I think that I may properly say that the present Administra
tion of the Government of the United States is antagonistic to 
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this claim of the people of the United States; that instead of 
throwing its embracing and protecting arms around these people 
it antagonizes them in a very severe and in a very unjust and 
unlawful way. That is my view of the situation at present, and 
I think I shall be able to demonstrate it as being true. 

Now, that treaty is before the Senate in executive session. I 
do not propose to enter into any discussion of the merits or 
terms of that treaty, yet it bas been published, and the world at 
large has taken the liberty of diseussing it in the most unlimited 
way. 

That treaty, 1\fr. President, bas been the first occasion since 
I have been in the Senate of the United States when the diplo
matic department of the Government has arrayed itself di
rectly and distinctly against a very large and a very respectable 
body of American citizens. This is a lamentable condition, for 
which I am sure I am in no way in the world responsible. I 
have tried in every way I knew bow to bring a reconciliation 
between the Government of the United States and its own peo-

. pie upon this subject, and I am here to-day for that purpose. I 
am not here for the purpose of launching any material or fuel 
for political campaigning. If I felt that the opportunity was 
very great, as it probably may be, and is to take that course in 
this controversy, I would hesitate to do it, because these are 
questions that belong more properly to the jurisdiction of the 
Senate of the United States than of any other body in the Gov
ernment. The Senate bas the exclusive jurisdiction of consid
ering and ratifying treaties, and it is also a representative po
litical body of very great importance. 

I have been among the Senators on this side of the Chamber 
and on that side of the Chamber for days and days together, 
petitioning, arguing, and trying to persuade them that this reso
lution be allowed to pass without discussion. It has recom
mended itself so thoroughly to the judgment, wise discretion, 
and forecast of the Senate that I can not doubt that it will pass 
this body. Yet I have not attempted to ascertain by a count or 
anything like it whether it has the strength to pass this body 
or not. 

1\fany of the gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber have 
agreed with me that the resolution ought to pass this body with
out discussion, that the facts which lie behind it and support it 
ought not to be brought through discussion to the sharp atten
tion of the people of the United States. Others, however, for 
reasons that, of course, are best known to themselves, probably 
reasons tlerived from suggestions from the Administration, de
mand that there shall be no such resolution passed; that there 
shall be no inquiry into the existing conditions in the Isle of 
Pines; that these people whose petitions have come here shall 
not be heard; that they shall be dealt with as if they were out
laws and vagabonds without anybody to care for them or to pro
tect them in the United States Congress. 

I think if gentlemen find . themselves driven upon that line of 
discussion they will become satisfied before we get through 
with the fact that, from the presentation of the case as it ap
pears, they have made a wide mistake in joining issue with 
those people upon th~ conditions ~xisting in the Isle of Pines 
and in Cuba. 

I am here now, 1\fr. President, to present this resolution as a 
peacemaker, a measure of reconciliation, a measure that will 
lead to the adjustment of very ~everely antagonized and dis
puted rights claimed by the people of the United Stat~s, and· 
what I conceive to be very unjust, very arrogant, very unlawful 
pretensions on the part of the Government of Cuba, that friend 
of mine for whom every pulsation of my heart beats in kind
ness. nut I can not afford to stand here and see the little rem
nant of Spanish arrogance that remains in Cuba dictate wrong 
and injustice and imprisonment in the penitentiary, and the 
like of that, contrary to the laws of the United States and con
trary to the laws and the constitution of Cuba, upon honest, 
just, and law-abiding men, I can not afford to do that. If 
those people insist upon pushing matters to extremities against 
just and upright people of the United States, they will find 
themselves mistaken. 

The first paper to which I will call attention is a list of be
tween 1,900 and 2,000 people in the Isle of Pines, . which has 
been compiled by a very re pectable committee of that island 
on personal examination from house to house, setting forth a 
census of those people in the Isle of Pines. This census, I 
think, contains over 1,900 names, and yet this is only a part of 
it. Another part of it was mailed to me from the Isle of Pines, 
as I am well assured, and robbed out of the mail. Robberies of 
mails between here and Cuba are very frequent. This census 
list gives the names ·of all of the different landowners and set
tlers in the Isle of Pines. There are forty-one pages of the 
paper that I hold in my hand. The name of each person is 
given-for instance, " William Flint, Spencer, Iowa; number 

of family, 7; average of land owned, 300 acres ; acres improved, 
40," and so on. The list g.;>es tltrougb with every American 
citizen in the Isle of Pines. 

It was a troublesome matter to get up. It was expensive. 
It has been honestly taken by three gentlemen as respectable as 
sit in this Chamber, ·for that matter, so far as the question of 
respectability is concerned; but it was interrupted by aTrests by 
Cuban officeholders in the Isle of Pines for undertaking to take 
this census. The taking of this list bas been considered a very 
grave offense against the Government and the people of Cuba, 
and members of the committee have been arrested and carried 
before officers for daring to go around and take a list of their 
own people for the information of the Congress and of the peo
ple of the United States. 

l\Ir. President, I will not make the motion now, but at the 
proper time I will ask that this list and the one that bas been 
robbed out of the mails, if I can get hold of it, may be printed 
for the use of the Senate and for the use of any committee that 
may be sent down there to examine into this subject to ascertain 
whether it is true. If it is true, it is a very important docu
ment. It speaks of the actual facts in regard to this entire 
transaction in a very thorough and honest way. These facts 
themselves, if there were no other facts in this case, would show 
that there are there in the Isle of Pines, as estimated between 
1,800 and 2,000 of the eitizens of the United States, ~ho have 
gone to the Isle of Pines in good faith, bought property, und in 
every respect have acted without any thought of covin or fraud 
or any matter of a dishonest kind, whose good faith is as per
fectly sincere as that of any settler who ever went from the 
East out to the broad plains of the West and took up his homestead_ 
These people are there to-day. At the time when the treaty was 
negotiated, three years and more ago, there were not more than 
400 or 500 of them there, and since that time they have built up 
that country until there are, I suppose, at least 1,800 of them, 
and perhaps 2,000. I can not get the figures accurately, because 
I can not get hold of the papers that have miscan·ied and have 
failed to reach me. 

Mr. President, I want to call the attention of the Senate to 
this important matter, as I conceive. In passing upon this 
treaty, under which we propose to sell the Island of Pines to 
Cuba for an expressed but undefined consideration, ought not 
that question to be considered at this day and this hour in the 
light of facts as they now exist, and not in the light of facts as 
they may have existed on the day of the adoption of the Platt 
amendment or on the day of the negotiations of this treaty 
which is said to be in pursuance of that amendment? Can tile 
Senate of the United States, or the Congress of the United 
States, afford to take up this subject and treat it as if those 
people were not there, as if no new rights bad supervened there? 
Are we not bound, in the very nature of things, and bound by the 
obligation of honorable duty to our own people, to send a com
mittee -of this body down there to ascertain what are the pres
ent con~tions and whether or not it is· just, right, politic and 
wise that the Island of Pines should be sold by the Govern'ment 
of the United States, as is proposed to be done by this treaty, to 
the Government of Cuba? I wish now to draw attention to and 
to emphasize these two propositions. First of all, this is a 
treaty that three years ago proposed to 'Sell the Island of 
Pines to the Government of Cuba-there can be no doubt of that, 
because the second article of the treaty says so--for a con
sideration unexpressed or undefined in the treaty, merely hinted 
at and alluded to probably for the purpose of justifying the 
conscience or promoting the popularity of the Administration; 
I do not know which. I will not take up the question as to 
what that consideration is or probably may be, for it is a sup
posititious matter, and we have got to guess at it, except that it 
bas some connection with the purchase of a coaling station on 
the Island of Cuba, at Guantanamo ; but there is to be a sale 
on that consideration of the Island of Pines to the Cuban Gov
ernment in that treaty. 

Why are we selling it unless we own it? Has not an 
American ~itizen the right to believe that he will be protected 
in all the rights acquired before the sale is made and w llile the 
negotiations may be going on? Has he not a right to believe, 
reading the face of that treaty, that the Government of the 
United States owns the Isle of Pines, and that the flag is at 
home over that island, because the Government proposes to sell it 
to Cuba? Take that one single fact and look at it alone, by itself, 
in this mass of facts that are presented here, and let tllis ques
tion of the sending of this commit tee down there be deter
mined by that fact, and the resolution will be adopted. The 
Government of the United States three years ago offered to sell 
this island to Cuba for a consideration. That matter has been 
held up in the Senate of the United States, because, no doubt, 
the Senate could not get its consent to cooperate with the diplo-
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matic Government in making that sale. The Senate has never 
been called upon to say whether Cuba owned the island or the 
United States owned it, for the reason that the diplomatic 
power of the Government of the United States in the treaty 
itself has announced the fact that the Government of the United 
States owns it and proposes to sell it. 

The people who have gone there, those who were there before 
this thing took place and those who have gone there since this 
thing took place, have a perfect right to take the same attitude 
on the subject which the Government took, which is that the 
i ·land belonged to the United States ; but it is nevertheless pro
posed to be sold to Cuba. Those people have not believed that 
the Government could or would denationalize them and force 
them to accept Cuban citizenship or else abandon their homes, 
to the utter ruin of the most of them. No American has had 
occasion heretofore to take such a view of any American ad
ministration. 

Those people, .M:r. President, in looking at that situation, have 
been-I will not say entrapped or deceived; but according to 
the present attitude of the Government of the United States, and 
especially of the Secretary of State, they have been very grossly 
misled, for, notwithstanding that treaty is here to-day and de
manding ratification in the form in which it was negotiated, the 
Secretary of State has come forward in a letter, which I shall 
presently present to the Senate, and has stated that the Island 
of Pines always belonged to Cuba and belongs to it now, and 
that the United States can never get any title to it except 
through a treaty of cession from the Government of Cuba. Why, 
then, is the Secretary of State here urging and demanding the 
sale of that island to the Government of Cuba, when he an
nounces that Cuba always owned it? If, for reasons that are 
satisfactory to him, politically or personally, he wants the Gov
ernment of Cuba to take this island, let him take his treaty 
out of this body, withdraw it from consideration, and stand on 
the doctrine that Cuba always owned the island and owns it 
to-day and that the Government of the United States can not 
get title to it except by treaty with Cuba ceding it to U.s. Let 
the honorable Secretary of State, with all of his great character 
and his great legal information, stand up before the country 
and answer this question. He can not afford to do it, having 
stated that attitude as presented on the face of the papers. 

Mr. CULBERSON. .M:r. President-- , 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Alabama 

yield to the Senator from Texas? 
Mr. MORGAN. I do. 
Mr. CULBERSON. Do I understand the Senator from Ala

bama to make the proposition that the treaty which has been 
pending here for three years in one of its sections proposes to 
sell to Cuba the Isle of Pines, and that after that treaty was 
submitted and after that position of the United States was 
known citizens of the United States became financially inter
ested in the Isle of Pines? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, Mr. President, before that time and 
since that time; but since that time there has been a greatly 
accelerated immigration. The people of the United States have 
gone there and have settled up thjs island until, if the Senate 
can see it [exhibiting a map], the red colors there represent 
'American ownership of the land and the yellow colors represent 
Spanish ownership-not Cuban, but the ownership by Span
lards-of the land of that island. The few little black specks 
scattered about the map, amounting to probably not 20,000 acres, 
represent land belonging to men who were Spaniards and regis
tered themselves as Cubans under the treaty of Paris. Here 
it is [exhibiting]. 

We have had various statements from time to time about the 
:American ownership there. At one time it is put down· as one
fourth, the next time as one-half, the next time as two-thirds, 
the next ·time as sev:en-eighths of the island, and now it is nine
tenths, showing the accelerated immigration and the increased 
improvements that have been going on there; and farms have 
been laid out and houses built, on which money has been ex
pended by the people who have purchased lands in the island. 
It can not be less than two and a half million dollars which has 
been expended in their improvements. 

They have been acting since that treaty was signed upon the 
statement contained in the body of the treaty, that the United 
States owned the property and was selling it to Cuba, and they 
haye been migrating there and trying to occupy that countiy in 
the hope that they would be able to show the United States that 
it was better for the people of the United States and better for 
the people of Cuba and of the world that an honest, enterprising, 
industrious Americnn citizenship should go there and improve 
that beautiful and lovely island rather than that it should re
main in the neglect which Cuba and Spain had bestowed upon it 
heretofore. Were they covetous? Had they no claim to a just 
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interpretation of their motives, when they considered the vast 
sums our people had expended in redeeming Cuba from Spanish 
despotism, and of the lives of their sons sacrificed in battle and 
in camp for the independence of Cuba? We will see where the 
boasted gratitude of Cuba is exhibited in the unlawful and 
brutal treatment of our worthy citizens on the Isle of Pines. 

1\!r. President, I wish to present some of my credentials to 
the Senators of the United States in connection with this par- . 
ticular subject. I have not got a single constituent in the 
Isle of Pines, except one poor fellow who migrated to the Isle 
of Pines long before this treaty was made--as soon as the 
Platt amendment was adopted. He went from the county of 
Blount, took his wife and his three or four childl·en with him, 
and bought himself about 10 acres of land, planted it with 
orchards-oranges, pineapples, and what not. When he saw 
that a Cuban officer had gone in on the Island of Pines, haul9d 
down the. American flag and put up the Cuban flag over that 
country, be became alarmed about his little family, and he 
wrote me a quiet, beseeching letter, that I would try to look 
after his interests in the Senate. Since that time, until the day 
before yesterday I have never received a communic..dion from 
any man in Alabama in regard to this business; but I have 
received hundreds of communications from Ohio, from Penn
sylvania, from New Jersey, from New York, from Iowa, from 
Wisconsin, and from Michigan, all north of the river Ohio, be
seeching me, a Democrat, a southern man, an "ex-confederate 
brigadier," and a man, of course, who is the despised of the 
despised of the world in the estimation of those people--be
seeching me that I would come forward and advocate their 
cause, and I am here for that purpose. 

'l'hese are my credentials in connection with the advocacy of 
their case. I am not here to advocate anybody-if there is any
body of that sort in the Island of Pines-who is a mere ex
ploiter of capital or of speculation; but there are very many 
hundreds of honest, upright, indllStrious, faithful citizens of the 
United States who aTe there engaged in attending to their 
own business and really making the desert blossom as a rose. 
These are the men to whom my first allegiance is due. That 
is an allegiance of affection ; the other is the allegiance of the 
law. Both the law and an honest pride in defending the rights 
of my countrymen unite in supporting me in an honest effort 
to see that justice is done to them. Age and weariness will not 
cause me to fail in that duty, especially when our own Gov.ern
ment reproaches them for quietly demanding justice. 

I have here, Mr. President, some petitions that I desire to 
read on this subject. The first one that I will read was handed 
to me this morning. It explains how it happens that this 
charge got abroad throughout the United States that the Isle 
of Pines was being settled by speculators for the purposes of 
money making, and that those are the men whom Senators on 
the other side of the Chamber are trying to oppose, I must not 
say, in justice to the other side of the Chamber, because there 
are a number of Senators on that, side of the Chamber who are 
as much interested in this matter as I am and in the same 
direction-! will speak of those gentlemen who are afraid that 
the Isle of Pines is a big speculaton, a land speculation, and 
who therefore raise their voices against it. 

The people whom I am trying to represent here are the 
farming elements and the mechanics of that region of country, 
the men who raise fruit and crops of very valuable sorts, a.nd 
the owners of boats who fish for sponges and other fishes. The 
last papers I have got explain the reason why it was that in the 
beginning of the operations in the Isle of Pines it required coop
eration in order to raise money enough to get hold of any title 
that could be made use of. I will read it: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 1, 1906. 
Hon. J'OHN T. MORGAN, 

· United States Se-nate. 
MY DEAR SIR: In my last communication to you I neglected to men

tion a few facts relative to the early purchase of land in the Isle of 
Pines, which I deem of considerable importance to this discussion. 
The first American purchasers of land on the Isle of Pines after the 
Spanish-American war were a number of Iowa farmers, headed by 
Ira A. Brown, who secured their holdings about J'uly or August, 1001. 
On their visit to the island they found it impossible to purch;1se land 
in small lots. The only tract which they found that they could pur
chase at that time was Santa Rosalie, containing 20,000 acres. They 
formed a syndicate of Iowa. farmers, consisting of forty or more, and 
purchased tb!s tract for division. They then incorporated under the 
name of the Isle of Pines Land and Development Company, and spent 
about $5,000 in surveying and subdividing the same. Following this, 
they set aside for each member of the syndicate 100 acres, which was 
turned over to him as his private property, and the balance, divided 
into 10, 20, and 40 acre tracts, was reserved for sale to others. 
Nearly every man in the syndicate immediately went to work im
proving his hundred-acre holdin~. They laid out the town-site called 
Columbia, each taklng a lot, ana since then this town has been slowly 

bu~d~~~ ~:e~~~;intiiis was purchased I took an option on the estate 
of Don Juan Costa, deceased, an old ex-Spanish military officer, whB 
had been living on the island for many years, and who was a direct 
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descend:;mt of Captain Duarte, to whom the whole island had been 
ceded by the Spanish Crown. With the aid of some gentlemen from 
New York, we purchased this large estate, consisting of about 60,000 
acres a:c.d a large number of houses and lots in the town of Nueva 
Gero~a, at ..n cost of several hundred thousand dollars. That was the 
largest est~te on i:be island, but not a. single house upon it or a foot of 
land in it could have uecn purchased as a separate entity. The whole 
estate bad to be taken intact, as the heirs of Costa were scattered in 
different parts of the world. They could not agree upon a divis ion, so 
the whole property had to be sold to);ethcr. We have since interested 
nearly 500 American citizens in small tracts of this property. 

Many other syndicates of Americans were formed in this way, as 
they were forced to raise large capital to buy large tracts of land, as 
the whole island was divided into large divisions and the owners would 
only sell on condition that their land was taken as a whole. 

All titles in all land on the isla!!d go back to Captain Duarte, a 
Spanish army officer, to whom the whole island was granted by the 
Spanish Crown, as a reward for cleaning out the pirates who infested 
the island. 

Before the Spanish-American war there never was any great number 
of civilians living on the island. T.bere were ·only a few large Spanish 
landowners, engaged in raising cattle and hogs, who utilized prison 
labor, as the island was a penal and military station, where prisoners 
from the .other West Indian islands of the Spanish possessions were 
sent rather than to the Spanish penal possessions in Europe. 
: The reason .that the census taken by the American military in 1809 
showed a population of over 3,100 ·in the Isle of Pines was due to a 
great influx of Spanish refugees, who had ' gone there for protection 
during the change from Spanish to American sovereignty, tearing to 
remain among their Cuban neighbors, who they believed might attempt 
to wreak vengeance on all Spaniards in Cuba. At one time these 
r efugees were said .to have numbered over 14,000, but when the censut 
was taken, in 1890, the larger portion of them had returned to their 
h omes in Cuba, and within a year after the census was taken they had 
prnctically all returned to Cuba, leaving the normal population of tbe 
island-which, in my judgment, at that time was not more than 1,500. 
I believe that . about half of these have since emigrated to Cuba, a!tez 
selling out their holdings to Americans, t heir places being taken by thl! 
purchasers. I believe that the present population of the island is be· 
tween 1.600 and 1,800. Nearly all of the native population live in 
Nueva Gerona and Santa Fe, and nearly all the farms are owned and 
operated by Americans. 'Vhen all of the 2,500 Americans, many of 
whom are heads of families, remove with their families to the Isle ot 
Pines and begin improvements on their real estate holdings, as were 
their intentions when they bought, you can readily see that the Amer· 
ican population on the island , ought to aggregate 6 ,000 or 7,000, even 
if no more land is purchased by Americans down there. ·In my judg
ment, the island is capable of supporti.ng a population of 200,000 
people. · 

Yours, truly, S. H. PEARCY. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 88: . 

Personally appeared before me S. H. Pearcy, . a resident of the Isle 
of Pines, who, first beinf! duly sworn, deposes and says that the above 
letter to Senator JOHN T. MORGAN is true and correct to the best ot his 
personal-knowledge and belief. 

[f'iEAL.] BE~.T. VAIL, Notary Public. 

I requested these gentlemen, if they wrote me any letters in 
regard to conditions in Cuba, to pleaEe swear to them, not that 
I in the slightest degree suspected their veracity, but because 
their veracity has been frequently questioned. They are con
stantly accused of false exaggeration in their statements. I un
dertake to say, with my knowledge of the people there, .so far 
as it goes, and my observation of humanity, that it · is about as 
respectable a community as any community of the same size 
that you can find in the United States. 

Now, Mr. President, I present and ask the Secretary to read 
for my relief, because I am not very strong, the other petition 
to me, which causes me to attempt to get justice for these people. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, the· Secretary 
will read as requested. · 

Tbe Secretary proceeded to read the petition referred to. 
Mr. FORAKER. May I interrupt the Senator before the Sec

retary proceeds with the reading? 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the . Senator from Alabama 

yield to the· Senator from Ohio? 
Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 
l\1r. FORAKER. May I inquire what the paper is which the 

Secretary is about to read? 
.Mr. MORGAN.. The paper is a sworn statement of Mr. S. H. 

Pearcy with regard to conditions on the Isle of Pines. 
.Mr . .MONEY. May I ask the Senator from Alabama does he 

expect to get action on this resolution to-day? 
Mr. MORGAN. I do not know. It is here at the disposal of 

the Senate. I want to press this resolution to a vote. A mo
tion bas been made to refer it to the Committee on Foreign Re
lations, and I am willing to take a test vote on that motion. 

Mr. MONEY. I want to say now that before any vote can 
be had, I desire to be heard in reply to the Senator from Ala
bama as to certain statements he has made. With all respect 
to the Senato:~; and in perfect kindness, I have something to say 
regarding the passage of a resolution like this, which intrusts 
to a committee of the Senate a duty that belongs, in my opinion, 
to the diplomatic department of this Government. 

l\1r. FORAKER. I will want to say something also. 
Mr. MORGAN. I seem to be calling gentlemen to their feet 

before I get my case stated. 
l\Ir. FORAKER. was not called to my feet by that. I did 

not hear the Senator state what the paper was which he asked 
to have read. 

Mr. l\IORGAl.~. I am just now making a statement of the 
case. 

Mr. FORAKER. I as spoken to by another Senator at the 
moment, and I wanted to. know what the paper was, and so I 
made the remark as to my desire to say something in answer 
only because I was on my feet at the time. 

'l'he VICE-PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Secretary 
will read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the petition. 
. Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, as the reading of this paper 
will occupy more time than I believe ought to be occupied this 
morning, and inasmuch as the resolution will probably have to 
go over, as it is going to be debated, I will ask leave to insert 
the petition in the RECORD without further reading, instead of 
having it read at length, and I will proceed with my other state
ment. I do not expect to be able to do more in the time re
maining than to get my case . stated. 

'l'he PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BACON in the chair). Is 
there objection to the ·request of the· Senator , from Alabama 
that the paper referred to by him be printed in the RECORD with
out reading? 

Mr. CULLOM. Let it be printed as a document. 
Mr. MORGAN. It is suggested to me that it also be printed 

as a document. 
Mr. CULLOM. No ; I thought it would be better to print it 

as a document and not print it in the RECORD. 
Mr. MORGAN. No; I want it printed in the RECORD. 
Tbe PUESIDING . OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama 

asks that the paper referred to be inserted in the RECORD with
out further reading, and also printed as a document. 

Mr. CULLOM. It seems' to me we ought not to double up 
the printing unnecessarily. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have the floor, and I will stay here and 
read the petition myself, if necessary: 

Mr. CULLOM. I have no objection to its being printed in 
the RECORD, as the Senator desires. I only suggested to him 
that if he preferred it could be printed :,1-s a document, or in the 
RECORD, whichever he preferred. 

Mr. MORGAN. I prefer to have it printed in both forms. 
l\Ir. CU~LOl\I. 11' the Senator so prefers, I am satisfied, but I 

do not think it ougbt to be printed in both forms. 
Mr. MORGAN.· The Senator ·suggested that it be printed as a 

document after I b:id asked that it be printed in . the RECORD. 
It was to accommodate -the Senator that I also asked to have 
it printed· as a document. , 

Mr. CULLOM. I suggested to the Senator that perhaps be 
would prefer the latter. · 

l\Ir: MORGAN. Either- way, I do not care; but let it go in 
the RECORD. 

l\Ir. CULLOM. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. l\10UGAN. Then I ask that I may have leave to print it 

in the RECORD without further reading. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama 

requests that the paper referred to by him be printed in the 
RECORD without further reading._ Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and it is so ordered. 

The paper referred to is as follows : 
W.\SHINGTOl'f, D. c., May 21, 1906. 

Hon. JOHN T. MORGAN, 
United States Senate, Washingtott, D. 0. 

MY DEAR SIR: I desli·e to· call to your attention a few of the condi
tions. existing in the Isle of Pines for the past five years, but more par
ticular!~ since the American soldiers were withdrawn from Cuba, May 
20, 190-. . . 

I am a citizen of the State of Tennessee, but !or the past five years 
have lived in the Isle of Pines. I became a resident of that island on 
account of assurances which I myself and other American citizens re
ceived from the War Department of the United States Government . 
These a ssurances were of such a character as to leave no doubt in our 
minds at the time as to the sovereignty and title to the island being in 
the United States Government. This belief was further strengthened 
and -confirmed by assurances received from the Hon. John Hay, Secre
tary of State, at his office in the State Department in Washington, in 
the presence of other witnesses, who can· be produced to verify my 
statements. These assurances were or such a nature as to leave no 
doubts in our minds that the island would be retained as American 
territory. The American citizens resident in the Isle of Pines for a 
lohg time never· doubted or questioned the fact that the island was 
American territory, but as the time grew near for the American Gov
ernment to be withdrawn from Cuba and nothing had been stated in an 
official public way with respect to what arrangements were going to be 
made regarding the future government of the I sle of Pines upon the 
withdrawal of the American troops, we deemed it advisable to see 
General Wood at IIabana and find out from him if any steps were to 
be taken with regard to an American government in the Isle of Pines 
after he would withdraw from Cuba on May 20, 1902. Accordingly a 
mass meeting of the residents of the Isle of Pines was called three or 
four weeks before the turning over of the island of Cuba to the Cuban 
Government by General Wood. A committee was selected at this meet
Ing to C~?-11 on General Wood at his headquarters at Habana and get 



1906. CONGRESSIONAL· RECORD- SENATE. 7689'' 
such information as we could upon the subject · directly from him. 
Messrs. William Mason, Charles Raynard, and T . .J. Tichenor were ap
pointed as spokesmen of this committee. Other Americans as well as 
myself accompanied the committee to Habana. General Wood received 
the committee, discussed the matter fully, and gave it every assurance 
that the people of the island need not have any doubt upon the subject, 
a,s he bud already selected a United States Army officer to be installed 
in command of the Isle of Pines on or before May 20, 1902, and that 
he was to remain there until the United States Congress had made a 
proper disposition for the .future goveruing of the island. · 

A number of us Americans left the Isle of Pines and went to 
Habana to witness the ceremonies of the transfer of the sovereignty 
of Cuba to the Cuban Government by General Wood, and to con
gratulate the Cubans and help them celebrate the day. When we 
returned to the Isle of Pines next day, May 21, 1902, we were sur
prised and chagrined to learn that the American flag had been pulled 
down on the custom-house at Nueva Gerona, and the Cuban flag 
substituted. This act of duplicity, we ascertained, hail been forcibly 
done in spite of the protests and active resistance of the captain of 
the port of Nueva Gerona, a Cuban serving under the American 
military government, by one Juan Sanchez, alcalde, a Cuban who bad · 
been, and was then, serving under authority of General Wood, from 
whom he hnd received a commission as the American ;:;overnor of the 
island. 'l'his captain of the port, who had refused to pull down the 
American flag, was shortly afterwards dismissed from the service by 
the Cuban authorities, but never received any notice from General 
W.ood or the American authorities that be was to pull down the 
American flag ·and substitute the Cuban flag therefor. Mr. Sanchez, 
appointed to his place as alcalde by General Wood during the Ameri
can regime in Cuba, ns an American official, is to-day the alcalde of 
the island but ostensibly serving the Cuban government. He openly 
admits that he was appointed by General Wood, and that he has 
never since received any other commission than that received from 
General Wood as an American official. 
. Among the other officials serving ~:>-day ostensibly under Cuban 

authority are Benito Ortiz and Pedro Ordung, registered a.s Spanish 
subjects, under the protection of the Government of Spain, and there
fore in no .wise Cuban citizens or entitled to rule over Cuban or 
American citizens. They are serving to-day as deputy alcaldes. Benito 
Ortez has also been acting as alcalde for the past three years for the 
reason that Sanchez is seldom on the island. 

The present executive officials of the island are: Alcalde, Juan M. 
Sanchez Amal (a Cuban) ; first assistant alcalde, Benito Ortiz y 
Ortiz (a Spaniard) ; second assistnnt alcalde, Pedro Ordong y Ortiz 
(a Sp:wiard). . 

Executi...-e council are: Francisco Romitto y Ortiz, Ramon Arrojo 
Aldave, .Jose Gomez Ortiz, Serero Blanco Postrana, Manuel Fernandez 
Castillo, llamon Diaz (all Cubans) . 

Treasurer, Rufino Duarte y Duarte. 
Municipal guards or constables: Jose Corvalan (Spanish), Euscvis 

Blanco (Cuban). 
All the executive officers are either Spanish or Cubnn citizens. 

There are very few natives of the island holding public office. 
When there is an election to be held for one of these councilmen 

a constable or city policeman gees around secretly and notifies a few 
people which the authorities can trust to vote to suit them to come 
to some place agreed upon and vote for the previously chosen candi
date or candldates. No election notice is ever published or posted, 
and the general public never knows when an election is held or who 
the candidates are. 
· There is a register of deeds, who necessarily must be a lawyer. '.rhis 

register bas an official secretary, who is a registered Spanish sub
ject. The register is a Cuban from Habana. 

For a time we had a notary, who was ::;ent from Ilabana. He also 
must be a lawyer. He afterwards resigned, and for the past year the 
resident notary at Batabano, Cuba, has beed coming to the island for 
a week or ten days out of each month, and he always went away with 
several hundred dollars of American money in his pocket, as -be seldom 
charg-es less than $10 for acknowledging an instrument. Just as I 
left the island to come here a young lawyer arrived there from Habana, 
and informed us that be had been officially appointed as notary for 
the island. The notary in the Isle of Pines makes all deeds, contracts, 
etc., in his own name, asserting that he makes the deed, and the buyer 
and seller of the pwperty, as the contracting parties, simply sign, as 
acquiescing to all his acts in transferring the property. 

There is also a judicial department, composed first of the municipal 
judge, being one member of the council, so designated by the judge of 
first instance, who is sent to us from Habana. This judge bas control 
of all minor civil cases involving less amounts than $200 each. He 
lias two secretaries. 

Second, there is the judge of first instance, who has control of all 
larger civil cases and misdemeanor criminal cases, and is committing 
justice in all felonious and higher criminal cases :for trial at IIabana. 
This officia,l is usually shifted back about .once a month and his place 
filled by another Cuban. He is appointed and sent to the Isle of Pines 
from Hnbana. · It is generally believed by the Americans in the Isle of 
Pines that the reason that this official is ch'anged so frequently is be
cause, as soon a.s he thoroughly knows the Americans, he refuses to be 
a party to judicial persecutions of respe~table people, and therefore 
must be replaced by another, who can be utilized ~or useless and trivial 
prosecutions until he discovers he is making a mistake, when a fresh 
judge is needed to carry out the concealed purposes of the Cuban Gov
ernment. 

There is on the island a company of the Cuban National Rural 
Guards, commanded by a captain. They have charge of the prison, 
and roam over the island at will and make arrests. They generally 
number from twenty-five to forty. 
. The customs authorities are composed of the chief. of customs or 
captain of the port and two inspectors or secretaries. They are ap
pointed by the secretary of the treasury of Cuba at Habana. All 
matters coming before this department, which give rise to protest or 
misunderstanding, must be referred to the Cuban custom authorities at 
Habana. . . 

It appears, it I can truthfully judge :from the many instances in 
which I was directly concerned, that the Cuban custom officials are 
religiously and upo~ all occasions enfieavoring to disco~unge, by a sys
tem of fines, penalties, and confiscatiOns, the importatiOn of .American 
goods, especially all goods ·which do not come through Cuba by way 
of Habana, so that the Cuban merchants, railways, truck lines, brokers, 
and express companies can get a rake otr, and thereby add to the cost 
of our goods. 

By this policy the Americans would be forced, In my opinion, to 
deal tn Habana, a .market where foreign goods, not made in America, 
are in many lines exclusively dealt in, and in which Americans can 

not get · the kind of· goods, materials, and machinery that they are 
accustomed to and particularly desire. To show the methods in nse 
by the Cuban customs officials to discourage the bringing in of Ameri
can goods, especially by any other route than via Habana, I w!ll cite 
some of the tribulations which I passed through in trying to run a 
line of boats from Mobile, Ala., to the Isle of Pines direct, thns avoid
ing Habana and endeavoring to save considerable expense in freig-hts 
on American household goods and exports sent to the Isle of Pines. 

In the first place, they have been in the habit of watching the ar
rival of my boat from Mobile a week or ten days ahead, employing 
ft·om one to three revenue cutters for the purpose, and sending these 
boats out 10 or 20 miles to escort the schooner into port. After her 
arrival, the Cuban revenue officials will not allow us or any of our 
people to go on board of the boat for the purpose of inspection, for 
the purpose of checking off the goods, or of carefully supervising the 
unloading of fragile goods. We are not allowed even to get the goods 
until the whole cargo bas passed through the custom-house, a week 
or two after the boat bas unloaded and left port. We are not even 
allowed to cover up the goods, in transit on the lighters plying be
tween the ship and shore, with tarpaulins to save perishable .goods 
from the effects of the rain, consequently when heavy rains were fall-
ing we had several hundred· dollars worth of goods destroyed. · 

On one occasion we - lost $500 worth of goods in this way at a 
time when we begged to be allowed to put tarpaulins over them. ~ 

On the stightest clerical error, made by any irresponsible shipping 
clerk at the port of shipment i.n the manifest or consular invoice, the 
whole consignment of goods is usually confiscated in spite of protests 
and abundant evidence that no fraud is intended. The goods ·are 
taken from us and put into the custom-house and kept from one to 
three weeks, and we are not allowed to guard them. 'l'he custom
house being a ramshackle affair, with doors and windows insecure, and 

" with a l~aking roof, so that thieves can enter at will. We attribute 
many of our losses to sneak thieves getting into the custom-house and . 
stealing anything that can be carried away. I lost $500 in damages 
and thefts in one cargo of oats, ·bay, corn, and perishable fancy gro·ce
ries on account of .this leaking roof and the insecure condition of the 
custom-house. I have personally paid thousands of dollars in cus
toms into this custom-house, and yet the Cuban authorities have never 
spent a cent to repair the roof or the other defects in the building. 

Through these fines, damages, confiscations, and purloinings I have 
personally lost in the last fifteen months more than ~5,000, all of 
which I can prove by my books and by numerous witnesses. 

'l'o show how irregular their methods of collecting duties are I will 
state that I paid $18 duty on a little rowlng skiff only 11 1eet in 
length. -Another American only . paid $1.50 duty on a ·14-foot skiff, 
identically the same in material and construction, which cost $20 
more than mine. . l\fine was · classed as fancy furniture, and his as a 
boat. I protested, but they refused to remedy the error. By dili
gent inquiry as to the procedure of custom-house officers in other 
countries, I find that all of these petty persecutions are irregular and · 
devised apparently to hound and persecute Americans. I will, if 
called upon, cite scores of instances of a similar nature. 

ARRESTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. 

In regard to arrests of American citizens, I will say that there have 
been many made :for trivial causes, and persons have been confined in 
jail and fined, and several have been removed to Cuba for trial, in my 
opinion contrary to the constitutional rights of the Cuban Government. 
The first case that I will cite is that of James M. Steere, a prominent 
citizen and a man of high standing, who was arrested because he bad 
refused for a short time to give up goods to the courts until the storage 
charges had· been paid after . a portion of the· goods had been surren
dered and the storage c.harges on them bad not been paid. For insist
ing on· the payment of these storage dues Mr. Steere was arrested and 
cited to appear before the higher court in Habana on charges of mal
versation of public property-an absurd charge. :Mr. Steere a·nd myself 
went to the Ameri<:an minister, :Mr. Morgan, at Habana, to ask advice, 
and a clerk brought us word while we were waiting to see him that 
Mr. Morgan was so busy that he could not see us. This aforesaid clerk 
said to us: "We are instructed by Mr. Root to the eliect that we are 
to h.-eat all cases of appeal of Americans in the Isle of Pines to the · 
American minister at Habana in accordance with the declarations of 
the letter written by Secretary Root to Charles Raynard last Novem
ber." Mr. Steere, by making inquiries, ascet·tained that he was liable 
to imprisonment for a long period on this trumped-up charge, and be 
immediately departed for Washington to seek the protection of the 
State Department. On the day of trial in llabana another American, 
myself, and four Cubans appeared at the court in Habana, in obedience 
to summons, to give witness in the Steere case, having been given 
notice that if we did not appear in Habana we would be subject to a 
$25 fine each, and that the Cuban authorities would collect it in the 
Isle of Pines. A copy of the summons is herewith inclosed. The four 
Cuban witnesses were examined, but the Americans. were not. We 
were instructed that we would not be paid our expenses in coming to 
Habana, and that we would have to return again when notified. Mr. 
Steere not being present, the court decreed that he be arrested wherever 
found for contempt of the Habana court. Consequently he could not 
return to the Isle of Pines, but was obliged to abandon hls home on 
account of the possibility of getting into trouble with the courts of the 
neighl.Joring llepublic of rCuba. His wife was forced to sell out her 
furniture and other personal property in the Isle of Pines at a sacri
fice and follow him to the States. 

Another peculiar incident of Cuban court jurisdiction in the Isle 
of Pines was the arrest of Mr. Otto Parrish, of Cincinnati at Santa 
Fe, on the charge of resisting an officer. Parrish was arrested at Santa 
Fe by the rural guards while intoxicated. His alleged resistance to the 
officer was so trivial that it was ludicrous to the bystanders. Parrish 
was kept in jail five or six weeks without trial in the Isle of Pines. 
He was kept in a small cell with a brick floor and without furniture 
of any kind, not even a bed. I :furnished him with a bed myself. He 
was afterwards taken to Habana about two months ago, where be has 
been since kept in prison. His trial has teen held and the prosecutin'"' 
attorney has demanded a sentence of one year and eight months. It 
is the usual custom in Cuban courts to impose the sentence asked for 
by the prosecuting attorney. As yet, however, the coUl·t has not for
mally pronounced sentence. 

THE LEE CASE. 

Another case I will report to you is that involving two brothers by 
the name of Lee, which bas already been circumstantially given to 
you in ~ettNs and a!fidavits. The two br?thers were living togetber at 
Columbia, Isle of Prnes. One of them d1ed and be was buried in the 
burial plot set aside for burial purposes by the American colony. A 
few days after the funeral Mr. Lee, the remaining brothe1·, who was 
afilicted with consumption, was informed by the Cuban author ities that 
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he- would have to dig his brother's remains up and rebury them in the 
established burying ground at Santa Fe, 9 miles distant, under penalty 
oi imprisonment. Mr. Lee, not being able to understand the seriousness 
of his trivial ofl'ense, refused to comply. He was soon afterwards arTested 
and placed in jail in Nueva ~rona for a few days. He was then 
secretly- removed to Cuba on a schooner and confined in jail at Bejucal, 
Cuba. Here he was subjected to all manner of indignities, and being 
a man of 70 years of age and weak in health, it resulted in his death 
afterwards. The full particulars of this incarceration have been reported 
to you by others. Sufficient it is to say that the whole proceeding was 
so inhuman as to alone ju tify a committee being sent to the Isle of 
Pi.nes to investigate it. The Americans have been refused the right 
to establish a burying ground anywhere in the island. The princ1pal 
burying ground is at Nueva Gerona and belongs to the Catholic Church. 
No one can be buried within tLe consecrated walls except by permission 
of the priests, which i"B only given to communicants of that church. 

The church also owns outside of the walls a small lot called the 
" potter's field,'' which is kept for the burial of paupers and criminals, 
and in this plot all Americans in that section of the island must be 
buried, as if Americans were only fit to be buried among paupers and 
criminals. · 

Five or six Americans have been buried there. When new fraves 
are· ma.de old skeletons and bones are dug up and thrown away. have 
seen as many as four skeletons dug out in the making of one grave. 
At the time of Mr. Lee's incarceration I wrote to the American minis
ter, Ur. Squiers, at Habana, giving him the full particulars, and re
ceived a reply to the effect that be could not interfere with the Cuban 
courts and the law would have to take its course. Naturally under 
these conditions we :tre forced to bury the AmeTicans who die in the 
island in the pott;.er's field, the same as if they were criminals or pau
pers, for the reason that the Cuban laws are very strict and do not 
permit the Americans to have a burying ground of their own. / 

THE MOERKE CASE. 

Another case,. which has already been fully and truthfully reported to 
you, is th::tt of the former postma.ster at Columbia, Isle of Pines, Mr. 
Moerke, who had failed to pay the 30 per cent additional war tax added 
to his regular license fee for running a small store. Mr. Moerke was 
willing to pay his regular license tax, but could not understand why he 
was required to pay an additional tax of 30 per cent imposed by recent 
act of the Cuban Congress to defray the Cuban war debt. He was 
arrested, imprisoned, and after some d~lay was fined $50 or given the 
a:lterna,tfve of fifty days )n jail. Next day the Cuban rural guards 
took a wagon and went to Moerke's home, which they found locked up. 
They broke in the doors and, in spite of the protests of his wife, re
moved all his stock of goods and some of his furniture, including his 
wife's sewing machine, and leaving his wife and five little girls desti
tute. They were obliged to live on the charity of neighbors. After 
sixteen days of incarceration in jail the Amefican residents paid Mr. 
Moerke's fine and he was released. His furniture and household goods 
are still held by the Cuban authorities and never have been returned, 
and his business has been . completely wiped out. 

It has been stated by the Cubans and other misinformed persons that 
1\!r. Moerke was fully amenable to the Cuban laws because be had taken 
the oath of fealty to Cuba in order to secure the office of postmaster. 
This is a mistake. He never took the oath of allegiance to Cuba, and 
only gave a bond for the faithful discharge of his duties. He did this 
at the earnest solicitation of his neighbors, as there was no Cuban or 
native living within several miles of Columbia upon whom the duties 
of postmaster could devolve. 

It is needless for me to recite the other cases of this character that 
I could, as the details would only weary you. -

The persecutions and arrests of members of my own . family r con
sisting of myself and five sons, are too numerous to mention. For in
stance, my son, 15 years of age, was grabbed by the collar by a Cuban 
rural guard in a store because he did not get out of the building on 
orders from the guard quite as quickly as he thought the boy ought to. 
1\:ly son was paraded through the streets in front of my house while 
bein"' shaken b:i the collar and roughly pushed by this negro guard, 
whid was observed by my wife and myself. 

Naturally I ran out to see what was the matter. I asked the guard 
why my son was arrested, and received no reply. I followed him to 
the jail and inquired there, and was arrested.. and a bond of $25 each 
for the appearance of myself and son to answer to the court was de
manded. The captain of the guard also demanded bonds of other 
bystanders who came into the jail to find out about the arrest. The 
next day my son and myse.lf were fined .10 each, which I paid. I in
close the receipts. Members of my fanuly and myself have been ar
rested and fined a great .~umber of times on charges w~ich wou_Id not 
be recognized in any ciVIlized country a~ worthy . of notice. Thts w~s 
the most serious charge ever brought agamst a member of my family m 
the Isle of Pines. 

CUBAN CUSTOMS REGULATIO:NS. 

The Cuban laws with respect to boats and pilots and coast regula
tions under recent orders are very troublesome; at times prohibiti-ve, 
and always wound around with an abundance of red tape. 

Americans are not allowed to own a boat of any kind, not even a 
launch in their own name. They are not allowed to use them unless 
they have a licensed Cuban pilot aboard for sail boats, and a licensed 
Cuban engineer and pilot for steam or gasoline launches. I have re
cently been forced to tle up my sailing yacht, which I have owned and 
operated under the Cuban flag~ with a Cuban licensed crew, for several 
years The Cubans made a demand on me that I put the boat in the 
name. o:( a Cuban. I would not do this, as I feared to do so. This 
forced me to suspend work on the south side of the island, where we 
have a large property and are wo~king a large number o~ men, a.s I 
could only get to this part of the 1sland by boat, there bemg no road 
or any other means to ~et there. 

Spanish subjects, reg.lStered as such, are allowed to own boll;t~ and 
bold office upon the island, and are als.o allowed all the pnVlleges 
enjoyed by Cuban citizens, while there are only a dozen or so of them, 
but there are several hundred American citizens who are not allowed 
any of these privileges. 

Some of the minor regulations with regard to boats are very trouole
somc and cause delay, sometimes amounting to a day or two, to make 
out he neces ary papers and comply with the unnecessary red-tape 
proceedings. We are not allowed to move our little launch even 10 
feet or take on water or fuel, without getting out a batch of papers. 
All 'this must be done on primitive forms, and we have to send to cer
tain Cuban printing firms in Havana and buy all these forms. Should 
we run out, we can not use our boat until we get another supply from 
Havana, as they. can no~ be bou~~t elsew~ere. They cost from 5 to 10 
cents each, and 1t requires five different kmds of these forml'! before we 

can move our little boat, after wasting a lot of time to fill them out. 
· In addition to all this, the blanks must be filled out by Cuban pilots. 
There is now but one Cuban licensed engineer living in the island, and 
he is employed on one of the steamers plying between Batabano and 
the Isle of Pines, consequently the only way we can run our boat is to 
send to Cuba and get a licensed Cuban engineer. Our last man who 
acted as Cuban pilot could not read or write, and my son Edward had 
to fill out all-the blanks for him. He was a half-breed negro fisherman, 
and qult his place here because he got stuck up as the m:tster of a ship, 
and the·refore declined to be ordered when and where it might be neces
sary for us to go. 

THEIR SYSTEl\I OF TAXATIO~. 

The system of taxation enforced in the Isle of Pines is about rur 
follows: 

For owning a wagon or vehicle of any kind for hire it is necessary 
to pay a road tax of $5.50 a year. 

For individual use the tax on the same vehicle is $10.50 per year 
This tax is rigidly enforced, although the Cuban Government has never 
spent a cent for roads or any other purpose, except the salary of 
officials in the island. 

All licenses expire on July 1 each year, and if a man should purchase 
a vehicle in June a Cuban official would be after him as soon as he 
saw the vehicle ta.ken off' the boat to take out a license, which would 
cost the owner the same amount for the unexpired month of June as 
it would for a year, and the owner on July 1 would be obliged to take 
out another license, paying for the full year. 

A license is charged for almost every act that a man can perform of 
semipublic nature. For instance, for operating a s:twmill it costs 
from $21 to $2D per quarter. 

For merchandisinO' a special license is required for each class of 
goods sold, running from !$3.50 to ~ 2!.l for different :trticles per quarter 
For each pair of scales used $2.50 per quuter is levied. 

For a hotel or boarding house or lunch room $5.91 per quarter is 
levied, with $10 a year extra where wines or liquors are kept. 

For killing a pig an application to the alcalde must be made, :t per 
mit secured, and 75 cents paid. 

For killing a beef $1.50 is levied. 
An American living in Nueva Gerona a few weeks ago had a small 

pig in his back yard, for which he had paid 25 cents. The town 
policeman came in and notified him that he must not keep the pig in 
town. He concluded that the only thing be could do was to kill it 
and eat it, although it was very sma.ll. The policeman returned in 
the afternoon to find out what he had done with the pig, and when be 
told him that he had killed the pig the policeman arrested the citizen 
and took him before the alcalde for not having obtained a permit and 
not having paid the 75 · cents. The alcalde fined him and gave him a 
severe reprimand for violating the law. 

Every kind of industry and mercantile pursuit and privilege is 
taxed but they are too numerous to mention, and many Americans do 
not d'iscover that they are violating the laws until they are arrested 
and fined. . 

The taxes on real estate are supposed to be based on the renta 
value a certain per cent thereon being levied. Unimproved and un 
used 'rand is supposed not to be taxed, but we as American citizens 
nevertheless are paying taxes on thousands of acres of unused lands 
Recently there has been a sudden and enormous increase in these taxes1 in some cases as high as 3,000 per cent. In some instances the present 
taxes amount to more than the rent received from the property. I 
subjoin a report of property under my control, showing the diffel·ences 
and the immense increases in taxation as per the old and new assess
ments. 'l'he following is a comparative statement of taxation on 
country property belonging to the Isle of ·Pines plantation. The taxa
tion is levied semiannually : 

Name of tract. Oldas- Newas-
sessment. sessment 

San Andra Jorobado. ---·-- ---------- ----·-- ------------ $4.50 

t~ ~rr: ~~~~;::===============:~===:==========:=:== ~: rJ 

lii~i~i~J~J~::::-;_~~::::-~:::~!~--::!1~ ------1"1" 
Tej::u:, or Brickyard tract----·---------------------··-- 1.00 
Arbr1ta (Wm. Lampson)----------------------·--------- 1. 20 
Alcancia. (No notice.) 

Town prope1·ty paid qua1·terly. 

Hotel license (quarterly) ____ !------------·-----·--------Lot No.15, Vevis street, Nueva Gerona. _______________ _ 
Lot No. 13t----- _ --·--- --·-· -------·-- -------------------
Lot No. 13---------- _ ------ --·--- ----------- --------------
Lot No.6 rejar ------ __ : _- -------------------- -·---- ---·--

tg~ ~ g: ~= = ==== = = ::: ====== ==== ==== :::: ======== :::::::::::: 
Lot No. lit, Penillas. -- ·--- -----------:------------------
Lot No. ll. ------ --·-- ---------------- --·--- ------------
Lot No. 7------------------ -· -------------------- --·-- ---
Lot No.9----·------·----··----------------------------··--

3.75 
1.13 
.45 
.45 
.45 
.45 
.45 
.45 
.45 
.68 

1.13 

$26.76 
12.00 
28.00 
4.00 

38.00 
60.00 
38.00 
10.00 
38.00 
1.70 
1.90 

12:~ 

5.91 
1.72 

---·-- --i:oo 
94. 
94: 

l:~t 
1.81 
2.50 
2.81 

I also inclose the official notices from the treasurer of the island, 
showing the assessments for last year and this yea r,. and in~icating, 
on an avera"'e an increase of over 700 per cent, notwithstandmg that 
there have been no increases in the rental values upon which the t:tX 
is supposed to be based. All licenses and taxes, by · a special act of 
the Cuban Congress, are assessed with an additional 30 per cent for 
the purpose of paying the Cuban war debt. 

Any nonpayment of a license or of taxes b~fore the end of the first 
month in the quarter or semiannual term in which they are to be paid 
in advance will bring upon the delinquent a penalty of 6 per cent 
added, and if not paid by the end of the term a ~2 J?er cent added 
penalty. In case that.. a quarterly tax IS not paid m siX. month.s, the 
property is Eeized and sold. In case that a quarterly license 1s not 
paid in six months the penalty is arrest and fine, and imprisonment 
in case the fine is not immediately paid. In case of six months' licenstt 
tet m the same rule holds. 
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SCHOOLS AND THE LANGUAGE USED THEREIN. 

There are several public schools on the island, conducted exclusively 
in the Spanish language by teachers sent there from Habana. Their 
method of teaching is absolutely of no value to the Americans on the 
island and, in my judgment, of no value to the native children. The 
Americans are ·forbidden to carry on private schools at their own ex
pense, unless they can employ teachers who are able to take the Cuban ex
amination in Spanish, and obtain a special permit for the school. This is 
impossible, as no teacher who could be employed for the salary we 
could afford to pay and who would be of any value to American chil
dren can take this examination. 

The Catholic priest at Neuva Gerona recently opened a private school 
to teach both Spanish and English, but his method of conducting the 
school is unsatisfactory. Several friends and myself employed a 
teacher last winter for our school, but we were officially notified that 
we must have the teacher examined and get a permit or we would be 
arrested and fined. I went to the school board and told them that it 
was impossible to allow our teacher to attempt to stand an examination, 
as she did not understand any Spanish, and that we had brought her 
from the States at considerable expense and we could not afford to 
suspend the school. They insisted that we should, and I told them 
that we would guard the door and shoot anybody who interfered with 
the school. They then proposed, as a special favor, that she might 
teach at our homes until we sent a special application to Habana to 
allow her to teach our children in our homes. This I refused to do, 
but offered to apply to them for a permit if they would grant it at 
once, without going to Habana or suspending the school. After a long 
and troublesome debate, they submitted to this, but prohibited the 
Americans at Santa Fe from carrying on a similar school, under threat 
of arresting the teacher. Under this method of carrying on schools of 
course it is impossible to get any satisfaction either in method or 
teacher. 

AS TO THE POPULATION. 
The number of Americans, in my opinion, living on the Isle of 

·Pines is about equal to the number of native Spaniards and Cubans com
bined, the latter not being more than fifty or sixty. Most of these 
are nonresident officeholders, as we term them "carpetbaggers," sent 
there from Habana to govern and guard us. I think there are more 
American men than there are men of the others combined, but I think 
that the children ot Latin lllood are in excess. 

The natives and Spaniards, as a rule, are in favor of American rule, 
but they are afraid to admit it openly. Nine-tenths of the habitable 
land of the island belongs to the Americans, and the balance belongs 
to the Spaniards and natives. I do not know of a single Cuban who 
owns land on the island. There are about 4 000 or 5,000 acres of land 
that formerly belonged to the Crown of Spain which has recently been 
taken possession of by a Spaniard (I believe fraudulently), who acts 
as first assistant alcalde. He is a very rich man, and is selling or 
offering for sale portions of these lands to Americans at from $25 to 
$40 per acre. Hence this Spaniard, who was heretofore strongly in 
favor of American control, is now openly fighting for Cuban rule, as he 
knows that he would lose this land if the island came under control 
of the United States. I am informed that he has recently applied for 
Cuban citizenship papers, although he has been an officer under the 
Cuban Government for several years without citizenship. 

At a mass meeting of the Americans held in the island a short time 
ago a committee was appointed to take the census and ascertain ex
actly the number of Americans and other nationalities living on the 
island. The man who had charge of this work in the Santa Fe district 
was arrested and fined and prohibited from proceeding further. The 
parties who had charge of the Neuva Gerona district were arrested and 
taken before the alcalde and reprimanded and told that if they pro
ceeded further they would be arrested and locked up. These arrests 
prevented from taking a census by a house-to-house canvas. Hence 
we haye no way to ascertain the exact population of the island, which, 
in my judgment, is less than eighteen hundred. But as over twenty
five hundred Americans have purchased land in the island, many of 
whom have not yet come to live there permanently, there is a con
tinual immigration there of these people and their friends to look over 
the island and arrange for improving their lands. Here I wish to 
state that very few of these have obtained deeds to their property, but 
nearly all have purchased upon contract to avoid the heavy expenses 
of filing deeds until the "carpetbag" government is a thing of the past. 

One tract of 5,200 acres, which has been colonized from the city of 
Buffalo, has nearly 500 purchasers in small amounts, running from 3 
to 20 acres, and only about twenty-five of these have deeds . . As I have 
the making of these deeds I can positively assert the truth of the 
above statement. 

If all the land that Is now sold to Americans on the island was to be 
deeded to the purchasers, the fees to two Cuban officials, the notary 
and the register, would amount to more than $125,000, say nothing of 
the 1 per cent that we are forced to pay to Cuba on all deeds, moi.:t
gages, contracts, etc., that are placed on record, on the amounts of con
sideration in such instruments. For instance, if you should sell a 
piece of property for $1,000 and take a mortgage for one-half of the 
selling price, you would be forced to pay 1 per cent on the full selling 
price and also the same per cent on the mortgage. So also when you 
dismiss and satisfy it you will have to pay another 1 per cent on the 
face value of the mortgage. This 1 per cent always goes to- Habana 
and Is paid directly to the Cuban Government, and this In the case 
mentioned would amount to $20, or 2 per cent, on the face value of the 
original sale. This tax bas nothing to do with the notarial and regis
tration fees, which are extra.. It cost us $500 to have the notary write 
one deed for us, $1,160 to put the same instrument on record, and 
$1,310 in Cuba State taxes of 1 per cent. In view of these charges, 
there can be little wonder that the Americans in the Isle of Pines are 
not anxious to pla-ce their deeds on record. The expense of the instru
ments of record, taxes, etc., in small sales, such as town lots, are fre
quently almost equal to the cost price of the property. 

THE OLD SPANISH LAWS. 

In truth, the laws administered in the Isle of Pines are such anach
ronisms, smacking as they do, of the sixteenth century, that they 
could hardly be administered without gross . inequalities and hardships 
under modern enlightened conditions anywhere in the world. The 
laws made by the Crown of Spain to govern the Cubans, when violence 
and revolution were rife in Cuba against Spanish rule, are to-day being 
administered by the Cubans in the Isle of Pines against the Americans, 
and no effort is made to change them. The Cubans openly boast in 
the I sle of Pines that these laws suit them, as long as they have the 
admini stering of them, although they made a great outcry against 
them when they were administered by the Spaniards. Verily I believe 
to-day, if the famous reconcentrado order of General Weyler was per-

manent instead of temporary, the Cuban authorities in the Isle of 
Pines would be enforcing it now against the Americans. 

For example, a man came into our hotel at Nueva Gerona and at
tempted to kill a woman, but was prevented by two Americans. He 
was held by them until taken in hand by the authorities and placed in 
jail In Bejucal, Cuba. 

While there he reported to the judge of that district that the two 
young Americans who arrested him had tl.'!ed to kill him. A large num
ber of people, including the alculde and the priest, saw the whole affair, 
including the resistance and arrest, but notwithstanding this fact and 
that the truth could easily have· been ascertained the two Americans 
who had prevented the crime were arrested and forced to put up $~00 
each as collateral to appea~ in Bejucal. Cuba, for trial. Afterwards 
the prisoner escaped from the Bejucal jail, but the two Americans did 
not find it out for a year, as the Cuban authorities never notified them 
that the prosecution had been abandoned, owing to the escape of the 
prisoner. After another year of hard work, with numerous legal com
plications, the two Americans got therr money back. It cost them 
over $100 in expenses and numerous trips to Cuba. There are many 
other instances too numerous to mention going to show that any ldnd 
of a charge preferred by a criminal or any other irresponsible person 
will cause an American to lose his liberty and the most flagrant prose
cution and persecution by the Cuban judicial authorities both in the 
Isle of Pines and subsequently in Cuba. Until he can prove himself 
innocent under Cuban-Spanish laws the American is treated as a con
victed criminal, no matter how irresponsible the Cuban accuser may be, 
or how responsible the American may be. Hence our lives, liberty, 
and property are continually imperiled and some of our people have 
been forced to abandon their homes and property in the island and 
flee to the United States to avoid persecution. Others of us have so 
far stood our ground, notwithstanding these persecutions, continually 
hoping to get recognition and protection from our own Government, 
which to date has been denied us by the executive authorities. 

One of the old Spanish laws, which dates back for centuries, and was 
Intended to be enforced against filibustering expeditions, is revived 
and rigidly enforced against the Americans. It is the law to prevent 
anyone from carrying arms or having ammunition in his possession. 
It is rigidly enforced down to squirrel and bird guns. 

No American is allowed to have any kind of a firearm in his posses
sion (a right guaranteed in the American Constitution) unless he se
cures first a permit !rom the governor of Habana Province in Habana, 
for which he is obliged to pay $6 per gun per annum, provided the 
permit is granted. It is very difficult to get such a permit. A promi
nent American who has a $60,000 winter residence on the island 

. recently brought a little gasoline launch to the island and purchased 
a rifle and cartridges for the purpose of running up and down the rivers 
and shoals to shoot crocodiles. His rifle and cartridges were confis
cated, and he was refused the privilege ot running his launch because 
he would not put it in the name of a Cuban and hire a Cuban pilot. 
It was only 21 feet in length, and was secured for the purp se of 
having the membP.rs of his family nm it, any of whom were perfectly , 
competent to do it. 

In view of all the facts above set forth, which are only a few of 
the many abuses practiced upon Americans in the Isle of Pines, I, 
as a special representative of the people sent here to plead before 
Congress for our rights and for recognition and simple justice, have 
come here to lay before the Senate, through you, the whole facts, 
and to assure them that hundreds of witnesses in thP. Isle of Pines 
can substantiate every fact set forth in this letter, and many others 
that I do not at present care to set forth in this already too len;;'tby 
instrument can be brought before any committee that their honorable 
body may see fit to appoint. 

· We believe that the Senate is a just and honorable body, and we 
think that ours is a just cause. We are only asking for a very little. 
Heretofore we have sent innumerable petitions and memorials to the 
State Department, to the President, and to others_, bUll: have received 
no answer or recognition except in one letter aadressed to Charles 
Raynard, from the Secretary of State, in which he said, in part, as 
follows : "The island is subject to the control and government of the 
Republic of Cuba, and you and your associates are bound to render 
obedience to the laws of that country so long as you remain on the 
island." The truth of this statement we deny, and we think that 
the facts will fully support our contention. We only beg that the 
Senate investigate for itself, through a proper committee, and we 
guarantee to furnish any quantity of evidence that we are right in 
all that we have asked for. 

We also beg that measures be taken to have the War Department 
resume its control over the government of the island pending the 
settlement of its status and the question of sovereignty in order that 
our lives, liberty, an(l property be immediately placed under proper 
protection, ·and thus remove any possibility of persecntions and un
foreseen troubles. 

Sincerely, yours, S. H. PEARCY. 

WASHINGTON, District of Columbia, ss: 
Personally appeared before me S. H. Pearcy, a resident of Nueva 

Gerona, Isle of Pines, who, first being duly sworn, deposes and says 
that all of the facts above stated in his above letter to Senator 
Morgan are true and correct to the best of his personal knowledge and 
belief. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22d day of May, 1906. 
,(SEA.L.] ANNA. l\1. ANDERSON, 

Notary Public, District of Oolurhbia. 
Mr. FORAKER. I should like, before the paper is passed by, 

to have the Senator tell us what is in it. I do not know what 
is in it, and it is almost impossible to go back and read long 
communications in the RECORD the following day when we are 
being pressed so by other matters. 

Mr. MONEY. If the Senator from Ohio will allow me. I 
think it had better go in the RECORD, as the Senator from Ala
b:;tma requests. It can not do any harm, and there may be 
some information in it. 

Mr. FORAKER. I do not object at all to its going into the 
RECORD. The only thing I asked of the Senator from Alabama 
was if he would not state something about the nature of the 
paper. I do not ask to have it read. That would take up a 
good deal of time. 

Mr. MONEY. That would take up a good deal of the time of 
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the Senator from Alabama, which he says he wants to 
stilting his case. I hope the paper may be published 
RECORD. 

use in of that Government, win be as vi1rorously prosecuted as the repre
in the sentatives of the 1,200 or 1,500 Americans on the island are capable of. 

The stories of Cuuan misrule, to which the Americans on t he Isle of 
Pines are subjected, sonn!l li.ke tales from the midille ages. 

Mr. FORAKER. I will be satisfied if the Senator will tell 
us something of the nature of the paper-what is in it which is 
new, if anything; that is all. 

:Mr. MORGAN. I now present four letters written by the 
same party, whom I do not know; I have not the honor of her 
acquaintance. But the letters will explain themselves and the 
motive of their having been written, and I think they will show 
that there pervades in the Isle of Pines about as high a senti
me.Q.t and about as keen a. sen e of propriety as can be found in 
almost any community in the United States. 
Senator MonGAN, 

The Senate of the United States: 
Noting that you are a c·hampion-
I beg pardon for reading that word here--

for a just ettlement of d!ffi culties in the Isle of Pines, I take the liberty 
of addressing you upon the subject. Your proposition to send to the 
island a committee of investigation is most fair, and I hope it may be 
acted upon favorably and immediately by the Senate. It will be cor
dially approved by the Americans who have homes on the Isle of Pines. 
Thel wish the true conditions to be known. They have tried again and 
agam to get some leading journals of the North to publish, as a mere 
piece of justice, their "side" of the situation, but all in vain. Most 
untruthful statements as to the assurances given by the Government to 
investors during General Wood's rule at Habana have had to go uncon
tradicted, a.s have absurd assertions pronouncing the island " worthless 
except for grazing purposes." 

I inclose some general notes upon the subject. They are probably un
necessary, but I think they can at least do no harm. I write from 
personal knowledge, having spent several months upoll the placid, fruit
ful isle, exploring it and noting conditions. 

If I can serve you by any further communication as to the Ameri
canized island, I shall take pleasure in doing so. 

I am, very truly, 
(Miss) GERTRUDE El. WALL. 

1406 L STREET, WASHINGTON, March f6, 1906. 
Amongst the inclosures which this lady sent to me is a 

transcript of the indorsement of the Commissioner of Public 
Lands upon a map of the United States published by order of 
Mr. McKinley, in which be asserted that the Isle of Pines was 
the property of the United States, and then there is another 
statement in whlcb she gives the area and the productions tabu
lated, both of which I will ask to have inserted in the REcoRD. 

The papers r eferred to are as follows : 
.M.AP IN THE NEWBERBY LIBRARY, CHICAGO. 

Secretary lloot recently announced in emphatic terms that the Isle 
of l:'ines was the territory of Cuba, and that any attempt to set up a 
territorial government under the United States ·would be j us ly re
garded by Cuba as action calling for the exercise of governmental 
authority to suppress. Secretary Root was thus carrying out an en
tirely new policy of the United States Government toward the Isle of 
Pines. 

The American Government seems never to ha;e had any doubt as to 
the sovereignty of the Isle of Pines until within a year or two ago. 
The treaty of Paris, through which all our di.fficultie with Spain pre
ceding and resulting from the war of 1898 were settled, provided fot• 
the cession to the United States of the Philippines, l:'orto Rico, " and 
other islands," in the neighborhood of Cuba. 

1:he minutes of the conference between the American and Spanish 
envoys prior to the adoption of the tr aty show clearly that the inten
tion was to cede the Isle of Pines to the United States. When one of 
the Americans objected to . the payment of 20.000,000 for the Philip
pines, one of the Spanish envoys called attention to the fact that, while 
we were not getting Cuba, we were getting not only the Philippines, 
but Porto Rico and also the Isle of I'ines. 

The War Department recognized the Isle of Pines as AmericRn terri
tory. A citizen of the United States wrote the Department in August, 
1S!l9, for information concerning the sovereignty of the Isle of Pines. 
Captain Pershing (now Colonel Pershing) wrote Lim, by dlr~c[l·J tl of 
the Assistant Secretary of War, that the island was the territory of 
the Untted States, under the terms of the treaty of Paris, though it 
was at that time a part of the Department of Hauana for purpo es 
of administration. 

Captain Pershing also inclosed his correspondent a copy of a pam
phlet prepared by the Department exploiting the re ourcP~ and aovnn
~~~~~- of the island for the purpose of inducing Americ8..ns to locate 

Americans did locate there, acting on the assurance that the island 
was American territory. Some forty families from Iowa went to tha 
Isle of Pines, bought land, set out tlieir orange and banana groves, and 
some of them began the cultivation of tobacco. . 

This tobacco, it Is claimed, was the starting point of all tbe trou
bles that have since befallen the band of Americ ns who ha e settled 
in the island under the assurance that the Stars and Stripes were 
hoisted and were not to be hauled down. 

'The War Department, acting under the orders of President McKin
ley, was at that time assuring Americans that the Isle of Pines bad 
beeome ours by the treaty of Paris, and was inducing Americans to emi
grate and begin the development of the resources of the beautiful isle. 

But the tobacco trust already had its representatives in Cuba engaged 
in trying to buy up all the land suited to the cultivation of the world
famed Habana tobacco-the celebrated Vuelta Abajo-the finest variety 
ot the weed known to man. 

The trust was busily absorbed in its work, and while it succeeded In 
getting a good deal of land it never obtained control ot the tobacco 
output of Cuba. There were men in the trust, however, who deluded 
themselves with the idea that they were going to be able to monopo
lize the growing of fine tobacco in the island of Cuba: While this 
dream was upon them some one asked : " How about the Isle of Pines 
tobacco?" 

Date, 1900. Gift of Hon. H. S. BOUTELL. Date; "12 29, 1902." 
Inscription : Department of the Interior, United States General Land 

Office, Bon. Binger Hednann, Commissioner. United States and Terri This wa.s followed by whispers in the ear of the trust magnates that 
there were large tracts of land in the Isle of Pines upon which tobacco 

General Land Office and other as fine as any produced in the Vuelta Abajo q.istrict could easily be 
tories and Insular Provinces. 

Compiled from official surveys of the 
a uthentic sources.-Harry King, C. E . 

Philippine Islands. 
Guam. 
Hawaiian Islands. 
Pine Island. 
Porto Rico. . 
[NOTE {by Miss Wall) .-Is there not governmental encouragement 

1n a map issued by the Department of the Interior, with an inscrip
tion such as this, and a definite arran~ement of "possessions?" This 
map sent broadcast over the country, 1s, I believe, not the only publi
cation of the kind.] 

SOME OF THE PRODUCTS OF THE ISLE OF PINES. 

Cocoa, cotton, corn, coll'ee, cocoanuts, cane, bananas, limes, oranges, 
lemons, grape fruit, figs, olives, guara.s, pineapples, custard apples, rice, 
melons, maumee, breadfruit, grapes, strawberries, mangoes, kumquats, 
sapodillos, E nglish walnuts, citron, etc.; potatoes, onions, tomatoes, 
okra, cassava, etc. ; sea-island cotton, tobacco, India rubber. 

N. B.-Two or three crops to the year. 
N. B.-The island is below the frost line. It has no volcanoes. It

bas no wind storms. It bas never bad (as yet) a case of yellow fever. 
It has cool nights. It has a mingling of mountain air and sea breezes. 
It is a land of pines and palms. Its present development-a mere 
beginning of possibilities-is due entirely to American energy and 
capital. -

Mr. MORGAN. The next letter which I shall read is from 
the same lady. Although I have the consent of the hidy to read 
this letter in full to the Senate, · I have thought it was better 
perhap to keep her out of contact with a certain question she 
suggests here and in regard to which she sends some testimony. 

grown. 
This caused some of the trust men to promptly tender their resigna

tions from the Don't Worry Club. 'l'hey feared that their carefully 
planned schemes were about to miscarry, and that their e.fforts to secure 
control of the production of Habana tobacco, on which they had been 
engaged for years, and which it had up to then seemed to them were 
about to succeed, were doomed t() failure if the Isle of Pines should be 
declared American territory. It was perfectly clear the tobacco grown 
on the Isle of Pines would have no duty to pay on being brought to the 
United States, while the Cuban tobacco would of course be subject to 
the usual tariff charges of $4.50 a pound and 25 per cent ad valorem 
for wrapper leaf and 35 cents a pound for filler. The trust seems to 
have accepted at t heir face value the claims that the tobacco grown on 
the Isle o! l:'ines would be in every way equal to that produced in the 
Vuelta Abajo district. 

Just what steps the trust took to protect itself against the Isle of 
Pines tobacco of course may not be said with certainty, but it bas been 
asserted frequently, and is being asserted to-day, that it is due to the 
influence of representatives of the trust and the powerful lobby which 
it constantly maintains in Washington that the Administration de
cided to haul down the flag on the Isle of Pines. 

It is not believed, of course, that President Roosevelt had the slight
est suspicion that the trust was in any way intet·ested until the Ad
ministration had been definitely committed to the purpose of relin
quishing the Isle of Pines. 

The American colony on the Isle of I'ines is in the meantime suffer
ing greatly because of the relinquishment of the island by the United 
States Government. Its members declare that conditions on the island 
under Cuban administration are unbearable. Latin-Americans have 
not the faculty for governing Anglo-S xons, and Anglo-Saxons have not 
the faculty of submission to Latin-American rule. 

The President and the Secretary of State are said to be firmly fixed 
in their determination to give the island to Cuba. But there are Sena-

MARCH 21, 1906. tors who are bitterly opposed to transferring the Isle of Pines to Cuba, 
DEAR SENATOR MORGAN: To the packet left yesterday for you at after it was made ours by solemn treaty with Spain, and after many 

So I omit that part of her letter. 

Americans had been induced by our Government to go there and invest 
the Senatorial post-~ffice, I think the inclosed clipping should be added. capital in the development of the wonderful resources of the island. 
The tobacco question is of no interest to me,. but I believe it is an The Isle of Pines is about 30 by 40 miles in extent and co!ltains 
l~po~·tant factor in the Pl;"esent C~ban-Amer1Can controversy. The the finest harbor in the Spanish Main. If the Americans have to leave, 
cbppmg is from a paper of mtl.uence m trade. as they will if the treaty is ratified, it will be a long time be-fore the 

It is a paper called "Tobacco." Without reading it I will ~ development of the resources of the island is undertaken with any de-

insert it at this place in her letter: grii ~~ee¥!f?'o! Pines is finally given over to Cuba, President Roosevelt 
LAY BLAME AT THEJ TRUST DOOR-IT IS STRO~GLY HINTED IN WA.SHTNG- wUl have the unenvied distinction Of being tbe first Pre !dent of the 

TON THAT IT WAS THE TOBACCO COMBINE THAT CAUSED THE AMERICAN United States who ever ceded American territory to a foreign nation, 
FLAG TO BE HAULED DOWN IN THE ISLE OF Pl!'iES. either at the behest of a trust, Or for any other reason. 

[Special to Tobacco.] My correspondent continues: 
WASHINGTON, December 1!6, 1905. 

The fight which will be made at the present session of Congress to 
Jtave the Isle of Pines declared a part of American territory by the 
~rejection of the treaty with Cuba, which makes it a part o.f the territory 

I hope I shall not weary you in adding some bits of information 
to the details given in my late letter. 

The Cuban rule is complained of a.s nagging and irritating rather 
than openly oppressive. As administered at present, it is, as I hav~ 
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said before, under restraint. The Cubans have a jealous dislike for 
Americans, and, once secure in power, it is believed they would be op
pressive in many ways. Let me cite some instances of petty tyrannies 
now prevailing: 

No Protestant clergyman is permitted to perform a marriage cere
mony ; restrictions are imposed as to social gatherings ; secret or
ganizations. , especially Masonry, are positively forbidden; and in 
cases of illness a Cuban doctor must be summoned, if not as sole 
physician, at least as a consulting one. I think Americans quietly 
disregard this last law, but should anyone die un'der the care of an 
unaided American doctor the bereaved family would be punished by 
an offended government. The mortuary laws are especially unbearable. 
It is scarcely safe for an American to die. Public autopsies must be 
held, and it is only when necessity pushes aside the law that Protestant 
dead can be buried. 

I will stop here to remark upon that statement that I will 
produce evidence to the Senate that when an American has 
died a natural death in Cuba the rural guarde, the authorities, 
come and drag him out of his house and carry him to the mar
ket place and cut him up like a dead hog to see whether he died 
a natural death. 

Fortunately, thus far, the Americans have been pra~tlcally immortaL 
I think ther·e have been but three deaths since the American occupa
tion of the island, and two of these were the result of accidents. 

Just now American indignation is running high over Cuban injustice 
l.n a transportation matter. The steamship Campbell, an .American 
vessel plying between Batabano and the ports of the Isle of Pines, be
coming infirm, a new boat was last year decided upon. An order was 
sent to New Yorki and the boat is now ready for service. In it the 
citizens of the Is e of Pines invested $50,000. And now the Cuban 
Government declares that it must be transferred to Cuban ownership 
before it can go into service. As I understand, the new steamship is 
lying idle on the Cuban coast. Is not this an outrage? For the travel 
between the islands-Cuba and the Isle of Pines-there would be to
day only sailing vessels had it not been for American money and reso
lution. And now, after having had the expense and trouble of equip
ping a modern steamship, the Americans are asked to deliver it to 
Cuban ownership and management. It would seem that the Habana 
government had grown sure of holding the island and was - now be
ginning to show its real policy as to rule. 

I spoke of the judge at Nueva Gerona as conciliatory in his treat
ment of Americans. It remains to add that this gentleman bas lately 
been transferred to Cuba and an uncompromising and otherwise unde
sirable official sent over in his stead. Judge Diego was probably 
deemed too lenient in his methods for an Isle of Pines position. 

I ·spoke of a sponge industry within the island's maritime limits. 
Americans who have looked into this matter asse1·t-and claim to be 
conservative in their estimate-that if the United States were willing 
to pay Cuba $10,000,000 for the Isle of Pines. as a peace offering, 
the spcnge industry alone would return the investment in less than 
twenty years. 

That is not imagination; that is a fact 
Owing mainly to the mild northern winter the Isle of Pines bas this 

season bad a smaller tourist invasion than during previous winters, 
but I am told that more land has been bought, and more improvements 
have been made, than in all the previous winters combined. There 
are a number of large fruit plantations, but much of the impt·ovement 
goes on in small tracts. Those who have not the means to buy 
plantations or farms are buying lots and developing them. '.rhe old 
Spanish village of Santa Fe----now the American center-is rayinoo out 

1 into a regular system of American streets and parks. One of the 
parks is to inclose and protect a magnificent Spanish laurel-a tree 
whose branches have a diameter of more than 100 feet. A fine mango 
grove on a knoll is sacredly held against any price for a second park. 
A new and handsome bath house is also projected. Town fathers and 
general citizens are working together, and, despite the political tangle 
in which the island is involved and the trade and travel interruptions 
caused by quarantine measures at Habana, they seem, from all ac
counts, enthusiastic in what they are doing. Building, clearing, plant
ing, and planning are everywhere going on. The belief reigns that the 
home land can not and will not consign •the ownet·s of four-fifths of 
the isln.::: d and authors of all its development to the domination of a 
race wl: ich, with a few individual or family exceptions, has primitive 
ideas in its bead and colored blood in its veins. 

I hope I have not presumed upon your patience in adding to my 1 
letter oi. yesterday. Should you wish further information I shall be 
glad to give it either in person or by pen. I am far from all sources 
of f1·esh supply, but after some correspondence, I may have some 
points of importance to submit. Meantime, of this I am sure---the 
Americans of the Isle of Pines are anxious for the investigation you 
propose. It is all they just now ask, and justice demands that it be 
granted. 

I am, very truly, 
(Miss) GERTRUDE ID. WALL, 

· 1WG L street NW. 
The third letter frorp that lady, which I will read, is as fol-

lows: -
1406 L STREET NW., 

April 7, 1906. 
DEA.R SENATOR ?lronGAN: The morning post has brought me a resolu

tion, wh ich I herewith promptly tnnsmit to you. Surely the senior 
Senator from Illinois does not well serve, in the matter of the Isle of 
r•tnes, tte wishes of tile legislative body to which he is much indebted. 
The document comes from the secretary of state at Springfield. 
Please use it to the best possible advantage. 

The re olution of instructions which I have here, reads as 
follows: · 
Resolution adopted by the senate of the State of Dlinois May 5, 1903, 

and concurred in by the house May 7, J.903, that the Isle of Pines be 
permanently retained as territoL·y of the United States . . 

ISLE OF PINES. 

Whereas more than 300 American citizens now residents of the Isle of 
Pines, aid American citizens owning more than one-half of tbe total 
terri tory of said island, have memorialized Cong1·ess for relief from the 
present government of the said Isle of Pines and a.re praying that the 
island be retained by the Government as a pa1·t of the territory of the 
\Jnueli ctates; and 

Whereas the United States Government continued the present govern
. ment of the said Isle of Pines as a de facto g!}vernment to formulate a 
new and better government for the island until the island of Cuba was 
turned over to the Cuban Government; and 

Whereas the Isle of Pines was ceded to the United States Government 
by Spain and the Platt amendment omitted the said Isle of P.ines from 
the proposed constitutional boundaries of Cuba, and the Secretary of 
War for the United States has placed the Isle of Pines within the con
stitutional boundaries of Cuba contrary to the wishes of the Americans 
there resident; and 

Whereas the said 300 American citizens are colonists from the United 
States who have built permanent homes and made other improvements 
on satd Isle of Pines in the reasonable belief that it was to continue to 
be territory of the United States, and such American citizens are enti
tled to the protection of the United States Government and desire to 
live under the flag of this country : Therefore, be it 

Resolved by the senate of the forty-third gentwal asse1nbl1J (the hous·e 
concumng he1·ein), That it is the sense of the general assembly .of the 
State of Illinois that the said Isle of Pines be permanently retained as 
territory of the United States. 

Resolved further, That the secretary of the senate and the clerk of 
the house be, and they are hereby, instructed to forward to the United 
States Senators and Congressmen from Illinois a copy of these resolu
tions. 

Adopted by the senate May 5, 1903. 
Concurred in by the house May 7, 1903. 
The letter continues : 
The three years that have passed since \ts date only add to its force, 

as, in that time, American area and population have greatly increased. 
I send also some notes which may add clearness to those in your 

possession. A brother, now in Chicago Lately come from a winter's 
stay on the Isle of Pines, has thls week furnished me with the material 
for these notes. From my brother who lives on the isle I have not 
yet had time to hear in reply to inquiries as to the latest phase of 
conditions there. 

After consideration, I have decided to remove any restriction what
ever as to the use of my name in connection with the information 
lodged with you. I am sure you will not give it any unnecessary use; 
so I say, bold back nothing that promises to help a good cause. Give 
my name when the authorship of any statement I have made is de
manded. I arn not in the least afraid of truth. I mean especially to 
recall my request for reticence as to the sender of the clipping from 
Tobacco, should any need arise for giving the sender's name. It will 
be sufficient to eay, I imagine, that the clipping was a part of a mis
cellany collected in making a general study of the island. In sending 
it to you for use, my feeling was that if it was false, its falsehood 
could be proved, and that if it was true, its truth should be made to 
serve the right. I am not given to speaking evil of dignitaries, but I 
must add that in announcing, as he did last summer, a Cuban owner
ship for the Isle of Pines, I merely voice the opinion of many in say
ing that the Secretary of State was guilty of a great discourtesy to the 
Senate as the sole treaty-ratifying power. 

I wish some way might be found to satisfy Cuba's claims-built up 
by delay and nonacqaintance with real conditions on the part of the 
United States. She has cared nothing for the little island until re
cently-until Americans bad developed it. The tone in Habana, I 
observed last spring, was one of more or less open contempt for the 
island either as a resort or a residence, but Habana has now bad 
time to change her mind, and she has been encouraged to make claims. 
And so I say, I wish there could be some way found to pacify her 
without doing a cruel injUstice to an Americanized i.sland. Let, at 
least, the decision be delayed until the island can he visited and the 
situation fully understood by the deciding body. Thi.s is what every 
American on the island is hoping for to-day. 

I am, Senator MORGAN, very truly, GERTRUDE Ill. WALL. 
The notes that accompany the letter I will not stop to read, 

but I ask to have them inserted as a part of her letter. They · 
are very highly instructive. 

The matter referred to is as follows: 
The Isle of Pines (Isla de Pinos), discovered by Columbus in 1493 

and named by him " Isla de Evangelista." Area, 1,240 square miles, 
or 800,000 acres. 

The northern part, 600,000 acres, is owned principally by Americans. 
It is a natural fruit orchard and a vegetable garden. The southern 
part, the Cienaga, or marsh land, is rich in rare woods, as mahogany 
and many other varieties, admitting of high polish. Its wealth has 
scarcely been touched. 

Temperature: Mercury seldom above 90°; mercury seldom below 60°; 
average, 74°. 

Seasons: Dry season, November to April . (season for vegetables and 
tobacco) ; wet season, May to October (fruits, cane, corn grow and 
ripen throughout the year). 

CONCERNING THE ISLE OF PINES. 

Cuba has in her statute book a large number of laws, inherited from 
Spanish days, which correspond in a general way to the old blue laws 
of New England. As the enforcin~ of these petty laws is left optional 
with local officials, it can easily oe seen bow intolerable life may be 
made for Americans by jealous and hostile officials. These laws relate 
to small things, but it is the small things that count in the sum total 
of daily living. At present-under Cuban half-government-the force 
of these regulations is heavy upon the island. All public meetings of 
eve1·y character and every public enterprise must secure in advance .a 
permit from the Cuban Government. Not even a private school can be 
opened until Habana has agreed to it. 

As the natives have sold their lands thev have, with few excentions, 
removed to Cuba; and thus the native population is now much s·maller 
than at tbe beginning of the American occupation of tbe island. 

Recently in view of the clashing statements made in newspapers as 
to the number of the natives and the number of the American settlers 
the ista.nd really contained, an honest census was attempted. The work 
was promptly stopped by Cuban officials and the canvassers arrested. 
The inquiries were informal, no authority was asserted, and no other 
object was in view tpan to reach the tl·uth in a disputed matter. 

Until lately Cub.a regarded the Isle of Pines as American territory, 
and so the American steamer, the J. J. Oampbell, was entered and 
cleared at .Batabano for trade with the island as a foreign vessel bent 
on foreign commerce. Of late, becoming sure that the island was to be 
declared her property, she has begun to assert a point of marine law 
for home coast tt·ade, viz,- Cublln ownersl;lip for all craft so engaged. 
In consequence the new steamer upon which the citizens of the Isle of • 
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Pines have expended some $50,000 and a great many hopes lies tied up 
somewhere under Cuban guard. The J. J . Campbell is now confronted 
by the same maritime requirement as to home commerce, though, as yet, 
it is allowed to struggle along with its biweekly tl"ips. · 

While representing the United States Government at Habana, Gen
eral Wood repeatedly declared, in answer to delegations of prospective 
investors sent to him to inquire as to the future of the Isle of Pines, 
that the island would remain in American possession; and, at a banquet 
given him in Habana a few weeks before the end of the American pro
tectorate, he publicly announced his intention of setting up an Ameri
can de facto government upon the island. 

The seaport called Jucaro has no other buildings than those needed 
to lade and unlade merchandise, and these are relics of a shiftless past. 
Looking forward to a great sponge industry, which, under modern man
agement they believe would soon rival that of Batabano with its 
Sl,OOO,OOO or more of yearly yield, the Americans have "planted " a: town at this port, and plan its early development. 

An Ame1·ican company has established a schooner line between Nueva 
Gerona and l\Iobile. This line is now one year old. 

The young orchards of the island are now beginning to bear for ex
port, and large shipments of fruit are J?rojected. The seizure of the 
new steamer threatens serious loss to shippers, as the Campbell, owing 
to long and unrelieved travel in tropical waters, is slow and uncertain 
in its movements. The schooner line will be of great service--if not 
presently confiscated-but a direct trade with New York is the thing 
chiefly desired. 

:Mr. MORGAN. The next letter, from the same authoress, 
which I will read is as fo lows: 

Dear Senator l\IORG.!..N : A letter just received from the Isle of Pines 
gives me some present-day items, which I herewith submit to you. 

Let me remind you, of what you must know, that things govern
mental are in such a shifting state on the island that -what is abso
lutely true one day may not be entirely so the next. This will explain 
any modifications as to previous statements you may find in this com
munication or in any other I may make. 

Afte1· wl'iting to you my personal observations made on the Isle 
of Pines one year ago, I wrote to my brother, who lives a.t Santa Fe, 
asking for additional news or for any changes of rule that might be 
taking place. I inclose an extract from his reply. He tells me, more
over, that within the last month-and for the first time on the island
the Protestant marriage ceremony bas been celebrated. This came 
about through a special permit from the Cuban Government. As to 
Masonry, he says it is still forbidden, but as lodges flourish in Habana, 
a permit may, in time, be granted for organizations on the isle. 

He also announces the arrival of a new island judge, the third of 
the line, from whom a good administration is expected. He thinks 
the transfer of Judge Diego, the friend of the Americans, was a recog
nition of his legal worth, not a rebuke for a lenient course at Neuva 
Gerona. He was sent, it seems, to Mantanzas, a city of 35,000 inhab
itants, where, naturally, his salary would be increased as a result of 
the transfer. 

My brother cl).ronicles the recent death of the .Cuban postmaster at 
Santa Fe, a Doctor Lancis, who, as I wrote some days ago, was uni
versally complained of by the Americans under his reign, and adds: 
"'.rhe office has passed into the bands of a young Cuban girl, who 
probably will do the best she can, but we shall be pleasantly disap
pointed if the mails are not very badly handled for a. long time to 
come." 

I have not yet learned just how and when the calsadas-

Tbose are the public roads-
were constructed, nut of this I am assured by those who have good rea
sons for knowing the truth of the statement-they are kept from 
fa!Ung into ruin by American money (self-levied) and volunteer work. 
I had been led to infer that they had been built under American mili
tary rule, but I am now told that an intelligent Cuban living on the 
island declares that the work was . done under English contract and 
was paid for by port revenues. The history of the island is such a 
blank from pirate days down to four or five years ago it is difficult to 
find the truth as to any occurrence antedating, even by a little time, 
the coming of the American settlers. 

In concluding, I wish to say that your resolution relating to a per
sonal investigation of the Isle of Pines and its conditions seems to offer 
the only fair way of arriving at a settlement of the vexed question. 
As I was about to" leave the island a year ago, I heard the approaching 
visit of a United States Senator announced with ce1·tainty and no little 

' hope. He bad promised to come, he might arrive on the next steamer, 
and he might bring another Senator with him. This visit was eagerly 
looked for as a means of reaching Washington with the actual condi
tions as to American development and Cuban rule; but no Senator ap
peared. And, if I mistake not, up to this day not a single member of. 
the United States Senate has set foot upon the island. Is it possible 
that .this legislative body, devoted to careful deliberation, is going to 
decide an important question on outside testimony only? 

I hope, Senator MORGAN, your resolution may be adopteJ and so allow 
opportunities for a.n impartial investigation before voting upon the fate 
of the island. After that I have nothing to m·ge. I wish a just 
decision, however it may result. 

My brother is, as you may note, as anxious as I am to give facts only 
in the pro-American cause. I am, 

Most truly, 
GERTRUDE E. WALL. 

APRIL 16, 1906. 

1\fr. President, I have brought forward the letter addressed 
to me by l\fr. Pearcy and these letters addressed to me by this 
lady whom I have never had the honor of seeing and do not 
know personally, for the purpose of showing that the spirit of 
the people there is · not an unjust spirit; that the temper in 
which they look at things is not distorted by covetousness or by 
any other feeling than that of seeing absolute justice done to 
the people of the United States. 

I have here, sir, a bundle of letters that I . will not think of 
reading to the Senate at this time. It may become necessary 
to read them at a future time. But I have also statements of 
various cases that have occurred in the Isle of Pines, to which 
I wish to make some reference before I close what I have to 

• say in this discussion. 

'I'bere is a point of time and there is a concurrence of cir
cumstances about this business that trouble, that puzzle me. 
In the letter which I have had read at the desk to-day and in 
other papers which I have that prove it beyond question, it is 
stated that a very intelligent, able committee of gentlemen, men 
of worth, merit, in every respect, finding that the Government of 
tile United States was going to yield its milita ry control of 
Cuba, and give to it the functions of government, went over to 
Habana to interview Gen. Leonard Wood to see what dispo
sition would be made of the Isle of Pines. 

They conceived that tile Isle of Pines bad been conveyed di
rectly to the Government of the United States by the treaty 
of Paris; that there was no question of geography in it at 
all ; that it was a question merely of being an island, Cuba 
being · named and no other island being named, except Porto 
Rico. In the whole vast sweep of territory that we acquired 
under the Pa~·is h·eaty, those are the only two islands named, 
one-Porto R1co-ceded to us absolutely, and ·the other ceded to 
tile United States as, I might say, in a sort of political trust, 
that they would hold the island and govern it by act of Congress 
fixing the rights of the citizens of Cuba by act of Congress of 
the United States, and that when they came to abandon tile 
governmental conh·ol on the part of the United States they 
would in that instance and for the very first time create a peo
ple in Cuba known as a people within the definition of inter
national law, a people assembled together and organized for 
purposes of government under lawful authority. 

Up to the time of the passage of the ·Platt amendment and 
the conformity of the Cuban Government to that amendment 
iu its constitution and in other respects, there had been no such 
people as the people of Cuba. We may speak of any islanders 
as tile people of a certain island. We may speak of the Ha
waiian islanders to-day as the people of the Hawaiian Islands, 
not in the sense of the government, but in tile sense merely of 
characterizing the population. In that sense Cuba bad a place 
in tile world. She had even more than that. She bad to a 
limited degree and for • a very short time tile powers of mu
nicipality in her different 'departments, with the right of repre
sentation in the Cortes at Madrid, in Spain ; and those repre
sentatiyes were chosen by elections, a·nd certain people \Yere 
entitled to vote for them. But as "the people of Cuba," en
titled to llave or receive any powers whatsoever, they did not 
exist in that character at all, and could not exist until the . 
Platt amendment had made it possible by an act of the Congress 
of the United States. 

Prior to the passage of that act, and certainly prior to the 
ratification of the h·eaty of Paris, all the people in Cuba were 
subjects of Spain, and the United States neyer contradicted it. 
The United States refused to recognize the independence of 
these people. It refused even to concede to them belligerent 
rights during the civil war or in our war with Spain. I was here, 
along with other Senators, trying to get for them the acknowl
edgment of the rights of belligerency while the war was going 
on. 'l'he Senate voted it down whenever it was presented. 
They were not recognized as anything else except as being sub
jects of Spain, some of them, ·alleged to be in a large minority, 
in a state of insurrection. 

So these people in the island of Cuba, or these people of the 
island of Cuba, bad no sort of governmental recognition until 
the Platt amendment was passed. They got their governmental 
organization and recognition or power to organize exclusively 
and entirely from the Platt legislation. 

In the very act of creating them a people we circumscribed 
their limits. In what way? In -the most pronounced way that 
was possible. In a constitutional ordinance which r equired 
them to put into their constitution a solemn declaration whereby 
the Isle of Pines was expressly excepted and excluded from the 
island of Cuba. That was our requirement. That was the con
dition upon which they were elevated to that state where they 
could become a people and exercise the powers of government. 
They adopted it. It is the law yet, the constitutional law or 
Cuba. The Isle of Pines is fenced out from that island, segre
gated, and separated, geographically and in every possible 
sense. 

When that was done, Mr. President, where did this island go ? 
Somebody owned the Isle of Pines. Who was it? It was not 
Cuba, because she had declared in her constitution that she did 
not own it and had no jurisdiction over it. Then it either 
reverted to Spain or it passed to the United States under the 
treaty of Pal'is, as other islands in the West Indies. There is a 
fact, not a problem, that does not admit of doubt or disputation. 
A schoolboy would have a ferrule put heavily in the middle of 
his band who should stand up and say that he could not under
stand it. It is the plainest proposition in the world . 

. Now, I could rest the case right upon that proposition. The 
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first proposition I rest it upon i-s the terms 'Of the treaty before 
the Sellll.te, which asserts title in the United States. The second 
proposition is the constitution of Cuba. whieh we imposed upon 
them under the Platt amendment, and expressly excluded the 
Isle of Pines from the constitutional boundaries of Cuba. How 
did that ever happen? Cuba or some Cubans, some Spaniards 
in Cuba, who were never any more reconciled to us than the 
devil is to holy water, and are not to-day, insisted that the 
island of Cuba embraced everything around there and that all 
come to them, and they were making their insistence in such 
shape as indicated that the . first thing we might know these 
fellows would head a new rebellion and require us to go down 
.and shoot some of them before we got their consent to keep the 
peace, while accepting the boon of independence, which they 
never wanted. 

What, then, was the law? What was done? That-wiseman 
from Connecticut, Senator Platt, who had the management of 
this matter, wrote into his amendment, •• You must declare in 
your constitution that the Isle of Pines does not belong to 
Cuba." And so they wrote it. And what are we doing now 
except that we are trying to repeal that declaration by in
tendment, by some trick of logic, <>r some 'Other sort of a trick 
that has perhaps less logic in it than almost .anything else you 
could mention. What we are he1·e to-day -trying t<> do is to 
get around the declaration we imposed upon Cuba. In the very, 
moment of her birth, when she first acquired the possibility of 
owning and pos e sing .any right 'Of government .at .all, she was 
loaded down with the constitutional restriction, "You shall have 
no right of government in the Isle of Pines. It is none of your 
busin s where it goes to. We have not asked you where it 
goes to, or to make any provision that the United States should 
have it. That has been provided for in the treaty of Paris, 
under which we got the right to hold you, and let you go as 
soon as we chose to open tbe cage and let the bird take wing." 

There is the situation. Mr. President, it is too plain, . too 
obvious, too imperative for this generation of men t<> excuse 
the Senate of the United States in passing it over as .idle talk, 
as a mere suggestion. To coming generations our reputations 
will go down ·smirched witb some odious imputation connected 
with this business if we undertake n'Ow through a false senti
ment of altrusm, or sympathy, or prejudice, or passion~ <>r some 
previous pledge, hid .away from th.e observation of the people, 
or the expression of some opinion <>n the. part of some dis
tinguished Senator, to throw away a valuable island in the 
Caribbean Sea, wher-e our people have gone to tpe number of 
2,000 and have spent their money and their time, not only under 
the interpretation of the United States in regard to the mean
ing of the Cuban constitution and of the Paris treaty, but they 
have gone there under an invitation of the Government . . 

I bold in my hand, and I haYe bad printed ag a doelllllent, 
for the use of the Senate, a pamphlet put out by the Bureau 
of Insular Affairs of the United States Government in 1902. It 
is the finest prospectus I have ever yet seen published by a 
party that desired to have his lands occupied: by settlers. This 
matter, issued from the Bureau of Insular Affairs in 1902. was 
circulated by the hundreds of thousands amongst the people of 
the United States, and no man who reads it ·can find a hint or 
an intimation in it that the United States is not the owner of 
that island. Why was the United .States advertising this prop
erty in . this full, complete, and scientinc way un1ess it was to 
inform the people of the United States that there was a place 
where they were we-lcome to go that had been provided by the 
benevolent foresight of that great Administration of !Ir. Mc
Kinley? That was President McKinley's propo:;ition. That 
was ilis work. That was his decision. Orville H. Platt agreed 
with him-! ha"VP. his letter here to show it. 

The people of the United States went there under Mr. 
McKinley's proposition and . invitation. That policy changed 
in an hour. It changed when Gen. Leonard Wood concluded 
he bad some power as a military "'ni.mander to fasten the 
type of a de facto government upon an island where the Uni~ed 
States had supreme jurisdiction; that . ee had power to drive 
<>ut the supreme jurisdiction of the true, lawful government 
and by his ipse dixit as a military officer, to _establish there a 
de facto government ; and not merely to establish a de facto 
government, but to haul down the American :flag _and put tile 
Cuban government in the possessio:n of its power rurd authority. 

How did th.e go-vernment of Cuba get the power to pass over 
the constitutional limitati-orrs that were ll:nposed in its own 
cqnstitution by the Platt amendment and go down to the Isle 
of Pines and hoist its flag there as the owner of that property? 
,What did Gen~ Leonard Wood do by that simpl~ military de
cree of hjs, ex-cept to defy the constitution of Cuba, the laws 
<>f natwns, and the laws {)f the United States, .and of juEtice, 

public and private, and by his own pledged word which bud 
sent these people into the Isle of Pines under ·deception. 

Right there is the rub; and right there, Mr. President, is the 
trouble about getting this committee. That is the sore spot. 
'rhey are afraid if ever a committee of this body goes down 
there and commences an examination, they will find reasons for 
that particular military n.buse and outrage. That is what they 
will find, I ha\e no doubt, and that is the reason of this 
shrinking and holding back in 1·egard to sending a committee 
of the Senate there when e\erybody is petitioning for it. Even 
the innocent and elegant yo-ung women of the country, who 
know about the -condition of the island, have had their sympa
thies aroused, and their· interest excited, and their antagonism 
awakened by acts of injastice such as have been stated here. 
Under this de faeto government a man could not be buried 
without the consent of Cuba. He could not be married without 
the consent of Cuba. Marriages ~ the Isle of Pines, except 
with the consent of the government, were forbidden. They 
could not organize a Masonic lodge there without . the express 
consent of the Government of Cuba. They could not have per
'Sonal, social meetings without the consent of the Government of 
Cuba. 

This is what this infamous, despicable government de facto 
that General W<>od set.up there has inflicted up<>n those people. 
Here were two old men who had gone there to spend the even:. 
ing of their days. Unfortunately perhaps, and yet for their 
glory, they were ex-Confederate soldiers. They had no family. 
One of thein, -after laboring very hard there planting out a 
little orchard, was taken sick in . his tent and died. The 
people of the nei~borhood, all Americans, gathered in there, 
.and in their kindness, generosity, nn.d friendship, full of sym
pathy and love, they sadly prepared a grave and a coffin and 
gave him deeent Christian burial. · · 

That night a lot of negroes, called the rural guard, were sent 
down, 21 miles from Nueva Gerona, iby the alcalde there, to ·or
der that man to dig up the body of his brother and carry it to 
a consecrated graveyard to be buried. They came there at 
night and found the poor old brother in a state of prostration 
because ·of the loss of his lifelong companion. They said to 
him, "You must take up this body and carry it to Nueva Gerona 
and bury it." "Well, I am not able to do it. I can ·not do it. 
I could not ask my brethren here in the neighborhood to do it; 
they are not able; it will nave to remain." Thereupon the next 
morning came back that rural guard. They exhumed the body, 
took the coffin and put it on a cart and hauled it to Nueva 
Gerona, and it was followed by n. battalion of buzza:rds to its 
last resting place. It was dumped into consecrated ground in 
the potter's field. His old brother soon joined him in their 
eternal sleep. That is de facto government under the Wood or
dination in a place from which he hauled down the American 
:flag without authority. I denounce it. My soul revolts at such 
outrages. · 

There is no old Spanish law -that ·has been the scomge .of the 
people that bas not been hunted up from its place of hiding, 
awaiting the hours of revenge upon true civilization, that is not 
applied by the Cuban Government, through the authority of 
this infamous government de facto. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The hour of 2 o'clock having ar
rived--

Mr. MORGAN. I will simply :remark that I will take the 
:floor to-morrow and present half a dozen, or, .at least, three other 
cases, one that of a gentleman~a man, I -call .him now-from 
Ohio, who is in the penitentiary' suffering with long imprison
ment there for no offense in God's w-orld -ex.c.ept .refusing to be 
arrested by a negro for the nonpayment of an arbitrary and 
unlawful tax assessed by Cuba. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. T.he hour of 2 o'clock having ar
rived the Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, 
which will be stated. 

The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 6191) to provide for the construc
tion of a sea-level canal connecting the waters of ...the Atlanti-c 
and Pacific oceans, .and the method of construction. 

Mr. KITTREDGE. I ask unanimous consent that the un
finished business .be temporarily laid aside. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from South Dakota 
asks unanimous eonsent that the un.finished business be tem
porarily laid aside. Without objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Mr. President--
Mr. MORGAN. I hope that is not done for the purpose <>f 

carrying <>n this argument, because I have spoken yery much 
beyond my time to-day, and I am exceedingly fatigued. I hope 
the Senate will .excuse me from going on to-day. We have time 
to consider this and every <Other matter connected with the Tsle 
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of Pines. If the ·Senate will kindly excuse me to-day, I will 
t ake the floor at a convenient hour to-morrow morning. 

'l'lle VICE-PRESIDENT. · The Senator from Wisconsin is 
recognized. 

Mr. :MORGAN. I ask of the Senate that the resolution may 
go ove·r, keeping its place, until to-morrow morning. 

'l'he VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will go over, retain
ing its place on the Calendar. 

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY BILL. 

PURCHASE OF-MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT FOR PANAMA CANJ.L. 
.Mr. ALDRICH. I inove to take up the join:t resolution 

(S. R. 60) providing for the purchase of matel'ia l and equip
ment for use in the construction of the Panama Canal. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee oi the 
'Vhole, resumed the consideration of the· joint resolution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on . the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Florida [Mr. · MALLORY]~ 
It will be stated. : 

The SECBETARY. In line 7 of the joi.nt resolution, before the 
Mr. LA FOLLE'rTE. I ask unanimous consent to call up word "unreasonable," strike out " extortionate or." · 

H ouse bill No. 239, which was under consideration yesterday. Mr. STONE. 1\ir. President, I de ire to occupy the time of 
Tilere being no objection, the Senat~· resumed the considera- the Senate for a short while. When the joint resolution was 

tion of the bill (H. R. 239) relating to liability of common before the Senate on May 28" I was making some remarks wfth 
carriers by · railroads in the District of ·columbia and Terri- regard to it when I was cut off by the expiration of the morning 
tories, and common carriers by railroads engaged in commerce hour and the withdrawal of the resolution by the Senator from 
between tlle Sta tes and between the States and foreign nations Maine [Mr. HALE] . · · 
to their employees. Wben interrupted I was inquiring as to the real purpose of 

'.rhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The pending question is on the the joint resolution. I had read some newspaper ~·eports · of · 
amen.~ent ·proposed b_! the Senator from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL] declarations made by the Secretary of ·war, by members of 
tq ~trike. out the proVIso at the bo.ttom of page 2, in section 3, the Canal Commission, by the chief engineer of the. canal,' and 
whtch Will be read by the Sec.retary. also some formal officiaJ utterances of some of these officia ls, 

The SecretarY_ read the prov1so, as follow~: all to the effect that under the law as it stands they considei·ed 
Provided, however, · That upon the trial of. such action against any I it their duty to buy canal supplies wherever they couia ·be 

common carrier the defendant may set off therein any sum it has con- ~ bought the cheapest · . · 
tributed toward any such insurance, relief benefit, or indemnity that · . 
·may have been paid to the injured employee, or, in case of his death, About a year ago, as everyone can remember, the Pre 1dent 
to his personal representative. ' · I and other officials connected with the canal were procla iming 

Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Mr. President, I believe the amendment that in purchasing materials and ships · for the canal they did 
proposed by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. DANIEL] should not 1 not intend to be held up by American manufacturers and silip
be adopted. It proposes to strike out the proviso in section 3, owners. They considered it their duty, so they sa id, to "pr otect 
which gives .credit to the railroad compll.lly in any action brought 

1 
the Treasury from those who would plunder it by exacting un

against it for. any sum that it may have contributed toward any 
1

_reasonable prices for what they had to sell. This was a re
insurance, relief benefit, or indemnity paid to the injured em- niarkable position for a Republican Administration to take, and 
ployee, or, in case of his death, to his .persona.I representative. l naturally it excited wide attention. But, howe;'er unusual and 
I know that tpose who have given some investigation to this sub- ~ unexpected, it is safe to say lliat this expressed determination 
ject in the interest of the railway employees are fearful that of the President to protect the Treasury received · the ' lienrty 
it might invalJdate ~he law if the provision were stricken out. ai)proval ·of the great body of the people who are to pay for the 
Besides, it seems just that any railroad company which has paid I canal. The President was then in the high tide of his evaues
a certain amotmt of money as insurance or indemn_ity for an cent popularity, and although the people wondered at his utter
injury received should, in case of -an action .brought for that ances, they applauded him. 'Iilat was true of the great body of 
same injury, be credited with the amount so paid. I the people. . 
. . The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on agJ,"eeing to the I · But there were those representing special interests wl.10se 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia [Mr.-DANIEL]. cupidity had been -aroused by the millions the President had 

The amendment was rejected. · . · to ex."Pcnd, and who · patriotically expected to realize enor-
1\fr. LA FOLLET'l'E. Mr. President, I w_ish to offer an ,. mous profits out of the materia ls they bad to sen, who did not 

amendment, which I send to the desk. applaud. On the contrary', they viewed the President's atti
. 'l'be SECRETARY. On page 2, line 1, after the word "none," tude with indignation and -alarm. Promptly they organized 
insert " then for his parents; if none, then ; " so that if amendea j their forces to resist and discipline him. - The " stand-patte.:-s " 
the -clause will read: came· swarming in fr~om every direction, and a storm of prote3t 
. In the' case of bis death, to his personal repre~;>entative for . tbe benefit was raiEed in every .available quarter. The Pres ident's cour
of his widow and children, if any ·; if none, then for )lis parents;· if age was put to the -test; and, as mmal, proved unequal to tlle 
none, then for his next of kin dependent upon him. strain. There was a great thundering by him in the index, 
. Mr. LA FOLLETTE. The .purpose 9f this amendment will be with the customary Rooseveltian fiasco at tile finish. '.l'he 
at once apparent. In case of recovery for the death of ·an em- "Iron man at the White House" again proved himself to be 
ployee, it makes the parents of the deceased. the beneficiaries no iron man at al1; bnt only what Bismarck once decla red 
where the employee leaves neither wife nor child. If there be no Salisbury to be, "merely a pine lath painted tl.Je color of iron." 
parents, then the next of kin dependent on the employee will re- The President surrendered, and, instead of buying canal rna
cover. I am certain that the amendment will commend itself terial, as he vowed he would, as he repeatedly asserted it was 
to the judgment of the Senate. • his duty to do, in the cheapest market, he bought practically 

The VICE-PEESIDENT. The q-qestion i~ OI). agreeing to the everything he purchased-98 per cent of the whole-at pro-
a.QJeri.dment proposed by the Senator from Wisconsin. tected trust prices in America. 

The amendment was agreed to. Let me give you an illustration of how the President signally 
Mr. LA FOLLETTE. Mr. President, I have one more amend- failed to stand by his guns and to protect the '.rreasury. Among 

ment which I offer. ' · other things he had to purchase were two ships for the use of 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will be stated. the Canal Commission. The prices at which American ships 
The SECRETARY. On page 2, at the end of section 2, add the were offered were considered extortionate, as undoubtedly they 

following: were. The prices were practically doubie the price asked for 
All questions of negligence and contributory negligence shall be for foreign ships. For instance, two foreign ships . of 6,000 tons 

th~ jury. each were offered for $750,000, while the lo" est price at which 
The amendment was agreed to. two American ships of similar capacity were at firs t offered 
.Mr. LA FOLLETTE. I offer an amendment to the title of was $1,400,000. The President opened negotiations for tile 

the bill. purchase of the foreign ships, but at the same time the bat-
The VICE-PRESIDENT. That will come in after the bill teries o( the American shipbuilder:; and shipowners were 

bas been passed. . opened on the President. The fight, while it lasted, wns fast 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill and furious. In speech, the Pre~ident was bold and defiant; 

to be read a third time. he vowed he would proted the Treasury and the people from 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. extortion so monstrous. The papers were fil1ed with stirring 
On motion of 1\fr. LA FoLLETTE, the title was amended so as accounts of his brave front and high resolve. He was repre

to read: "A bill relating to liability of common carriers in the sented as being implacable and immovable. 
District of Columbia and Territories and common carriers en- Lay on, Macduff, . 
gaged in commerce between the States and · between the States And damp.'d be be that first cries "Hold, enough!" 
and foreign nations to their employees." Was the ref1·ain that came rattling out from the precincts 

Mr. DANIEL subsequently said: Mr. President, I move to of the White House day after day. For a while-a very short 
reconsider tile vote by which the negligence liability bill was while-it really looked as if the President, for once, at least, 
passed to-day. I will later state my reasons for that motion. would stand his ground, but our hopes, alas, were in vain. IIe 
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was not equal to the task. He hauled down his flag and sur- Senator froni New ·Hampshire gets his information on wbich 
rendered. Instead of buying two foreign ships of G,OOO tons he bases the statement that the foreign ships were sold. 
eacb for $750,0 0, he bought two American sl;lips of 5,700 tons Mr. GALLINGER. They were sold. 
eacll for $1,300,000. Mr. STONE. I say I do not know from what source the 

Tllese ships, known as tbe Havana and the Mexico, were pur- Senator gets that information. I only know wllat I saw in the 
cbased of tlle New York and Cuban Mail Steamship Company, of public press last summer as coming directly from the Secretary 
Kew York, commonly known as "The Ward Line." They bad of War and the Canal Commission. Whether tllose statements 
been in commission and in active service for from seven to are co1;rect, of course I am not prepared to say. 
eight years. Last December I bad occasion here in the Senate 'l'lle statement that the ships that are now being built would 
to refe.I; to:Ahe purchase of these ships and to comment on the cost $900,000 is not significant. I know nothing about the 
transa-c:qioo c:rAt thn.t time I called attention to the fact-for ships that are being built. I have asked for a description of 
it is a fact ·that no Senator here will dispute-that it is a rule, them, their tonnage, and their character, as compared with the 
based on experience, for shipowners to write off 5 per cent of ships sold to the Government. I have asked it of the officers 
the cost value of the ship for every year it is in active service. of this company, and have not been able to obtain that informa
In addition to that, it is generally agreed that the average life tion. They may cost $900,000 or twice $900,000. 
of a ships boiler plant is about eight years, and that the boiler Jr. GALLINGER. Mr. President--
plant represents about 15 per cent of the total value of the I The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 
steamer. I called attention to the fact that these ships, the yield to the Senator from New Hampshire? 
Havan a and the Mexico, had been in active service for from :Mr. STONE. With pleasure. 
seven to eight years, as shown by the public records. Upon I l\fr. GALLINGER. If the Senator will permit me, I do not 
the strength of those facts I then co:r:tende_d, as. I now contend, think be will be able to get reliable information from any 
that the real market value of these ships at the time the 9-overn- source that the owners of those ships sought the pri>ilege of 
ment purchased them could not have been more than aoout 60 selling them to this Government They ha>e not an excess of 
per cent of their value when new. In the very nature o_f t~ings~ ships. The Government expressly desired to buy those ships, 
t_estel(l ~Y whatever rule.' there must have been ~ depreciatiOn of and put this company to great inconvenience in disposing of 
from 3.:> to 40 per cent m the value of thos~ ships. ~u~ at tllat those two most excellent ships, because they themselves llad to 
time, Mr. President, I was not able to give the or1gmal cost make a contract for the building of two additional new shil)s. 
of the ships; that is, the price paid the builders f~r constr~ct- If I remember correctly, they gave an order for three new ships. 
ing them. Now, however, I am able to supply that mformatwn. So that not only would American mechanics get the advantage 

At the bearings had before the Merchant l\farine Co~ission of building two new ships because of this bargain witb the 
during the spring and summer of 1905 1\Ir. Alfred G. Smith up- Government, but they get the advantage of building three new 
peared as a witness. His testimony is set out in full in volume sllips. 
1 of the bearings. ~e testified that be w_as secretary .and trea~-- M:r. STONE. But what bas that to do, I ask the Senator, 
urer of the Ward Lme, and lle gave a hst of the ships co~tl- with the fact, as stated to the Senate and ·which the Senator 
tuting the fleet of that line, with t?e dates of t?eir co~sti·uctwn. will not gainsay, thg_t these two ships, seven or eight years old 
On page 131, volume 1 of t}?e hearmgs, Mr. Smith testified: at the time the Government purchased them, cost the Ward 

We have two vessels of 5, 700 tons each. They are 16-knot ships. Line from $1,100,000 to $1,200,000 when built, and- after using 
Tbese were the Ha'Uana and the Mexico. Senator LoDGE in-~ tbem for eight years they sold them to the Government for 

quired as to bow much they cost, and Mr. Smith answered: $1,300,000? 
· In the vicinity of $550,000 apiece; perhaps $600,000. Mr. GALLINGER. Has the Senator taken the trouble to 
· So, Mr. Pre ident, we have it directly from the lips of one of I ascertain what repairs were put upon those ships? -

the chief officials of the company for whom the ships were built, I Mr. STONE. I understand--
and who sold them to the Gm-ernment, that they cost originally Mr. GALLINGER. While it is a fact that there is an :mnual 
in the vicinity of $550,000 each, or possibly, he said, as much as ' depreciation in ships, that annual depreciation can be made 
$GOO,OOO each. Here, then, we ha>e an example of how the good by proper repairs. 
President kept his promise, so vociferously and repeatedly Mr. STONE. Does the Senator contend that a ship's life 
made to guard the Treasury and the people against the inroads might be continued forever by repairs? 
of pl~nderers. Ur. GALLINGER. It can be continued for a long time . 
. Two English ships of larger tonnage were offered for $750,000, Mr. STONE. The rule is to write off 5 per cent annually and 

but tbe)opportunity to buy them was abandoned under pressure keep up repairs. 
and two American ships of lighter tonnage were purchased for Mr. CLAY. I should like to ask the Senator from Missouri 
$1,300,000, which was from $100,000 to $200,000 more than the if it is not true that the average life of a ship is about twenty 
ships cost the owners when they were built. years. If that be true, evidently a ship that bn.s been used 

Be it also remembered that under tile rule universally ob- for seven or eight years would not be as valuable as a new ship, 
served by shipowners of writing off a percentage of the value and if the ship only cost $750,000, it evidently would not be 
of a yessel for each year of active service these ships were nee- worth $1,300,000, having been used for six or seven years. 
essarily wQ.rth from 35 ·to 40 per cent less the day the Govern- Mr. STONE. So I contend. 
ment bougflt them than they were the day the Cramps, who 1\lr. GALLINGER. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. CLAY] 
built them, deih-ered them to their owners. does not mean by that that a ship that cost $750,000 was sold 

1\lr. GALLINGER. Mr. President- for $1,300,000. I hope the Senator from Missouri [Mr. STONE] 
The "VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri will correct that statement. 

yield to the Senator from New Hampshire? M:r. STONE. The testimony of Mr. Smith, the secretary and 
Mr. STONE. Certainly. treasurer of this company, before the Merchant Marine Commis-
Mr. GALLINGER. Has the Senator from Missouri taken the sion last summer was that the ships cost, when built, in the 

trouble to ascertain the difference in the cost of building ships vicinity of-to use his own e:x:pression-$550,000 each. 
at the pre~ent time and when these American ships were built? Mr. CLAY. For bow much were they -sold? 
And does the Senator know bow much that company is paying Mr. STONE. They were sold for $650,000 each. 
for two ships of practically the same tonnage to take the place Mr. CLAY. Then I misunderstood the Senator from Missouri. 
of those ships which were sold to the Government? Mr. FORAKER. 1\Ir. President--

Mr. STONE. I can not answer the last question. Can the The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 
Senator? yield to the Senator from Ohio? 

l\fr. GALLINGER. I can. . Mr. STONE. I do. 
Mr. STONE. I wrote a letter, I will say, to this Mr. Smith, Mr. FORAKER. I only want to see if I understand the 

asking him for information, and as yet have received no infor- statement the Senator from Missouri is making, for it is a very 
mation. important one. I understand him to say these two ships, which 

l\Ir. GALLINGER. I have very correct information, which were bought for $650,000 each, originally cost, according to 
leads me to state that th<>y are paying about $900,000 for each somebody's testimony, only about $550,000 each. 
of the ships to take the place of th~ ships they sold to the Gov- Mr. GALLINGER. Or $600,000 each. 
ernment ; a!ld not only that, but it is a fact as to the two for- l\fr. STONE. Possibly $600,000 each. 
eign ships that when our Government went to purchase them, Mr. FORAKER. Well, $600,000 each. At any rate, that, 
they found that they were already sold, and they found no other after five or six years' use--
two ships that suited their purpose as well as these American Mr. STONE. Seven or eight years' use. 
ships. 1\Ir. FORAKER. They were sold to the Government for 

1\Ir. STO~E. Of course I do not know from what source the more than the original cost. .What I want to know is, on what 
XL---482 
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authority does the Senator make that statement? The Sena
tor doubtless stated, but I did not catch it. 

1\!r. STONE. I make the statement as to the original cost 
upon the authority of Mr. Smith, who is secretary and treasurer 
of the New York and Cuba Mail Steamship Company, commonly 
known as the Ward Line. For that company the Cramps built 
these two vessels, known as the Mexico and the H.avana, and 
this officer of the company testified before the Merchant Marine 
Commission what the cost of construction was. 

Mr. FORAKER. When was that testimony given, if I may 
inquire? 

Mr. STONE. I gave the date, or the page. 
Mr. FORAKER. I will not ask the Senator to do It again. 

If it will be in the RECORD, I will find it. 
Mr. STONE. _It was in May, about a year ago. 
Before I resume wllere I left off when interrupted, I want to 

ask the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. GALLINGER] a ques
tion. He asked me if I had investigated to find out what the 
difference in cost is in shipbuilding now as compared to the cost 
8ix or eight years ago, when the Hav ana and Mexico were built. 
Can tlle Senator from New Hampshire tell me what the differ-
ence is? · 

Mr. GALLINGER. I will say to the Senator that I can not 
with definiteness, but I understand it is considerably greater. 

1\I.r. STONE. In what does the increase consist? 
Mr. GALLINGER. In the first place, in the increased cost of 

labor. 
Mr. STONE. How much is that? 
Mr. GALLINGER. I say to the Senator that I can not defi

nitely state it. I say that it costs more. 
Mr. STONE. Are the wages paid laborers in shipyards very 

much more, or any more, now than they were six or seven years 
ago? I do not believe that is true. 

Mr. GALLINGER. They are somewhat more; yes. 
1\Ir. STONE. There bas been no perceptible increase in the 

cost of material, I assume? 
Mr. GALLINGER. The Senator bus sometimes, I think, ar

gued that there is, and he attributes it to the trusts. I llave 
heard the Senator make that argument. 

Mr. STONE. 'Veil, I do say that there is a very great in
crense in the cost of articles to American consumers by reason 
of tlle trm;ts and the protection they get under our tariff laws. 
I maintain that; but the question I am asking is whether there 
is any increase in the cost of rpaterial now over what it was six 
or se-ren years ago? 

1\Ir. GALLINGER. I think I have beard the Senator argue
! certainly haye beard some of his associates argue-that in con
sequence of the trusts there is a very great increase in the cost 
of material to the American manufacturer. , 

1\Ir. STONE. The material that goes into ships can be brought 
in free of tariff duties. The law is so made in the interest of 
American shipbuilding. 

l\!r. GALLINGER. Exactly. 
Mr. CARMACK. Mr. Pre ident--
Tbe VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 1\Iissouri 

yield to the Senator from Tennessee? 
1\Ir. STONE. Certainly. 
Mr. CARMACK. I will state to the Senator from New Hamp

shire that the argument he heard made by the Senator from 
1\Iissouri and others is that there is a very large increase in 
the price of protected articles over what it was before the t..<triff 
was made higher. There has been no increase in the tariff in 
the last seven or eight years. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I will say to the Senator frankly that I 
can not state it to him with definiteness--of course, no Senator 
coulu without looking the matter up carefully-but I have in
formation, which I think is reliable, that there is some consider
able increase of cost. 

Furthermore, Mr. President, if the Senator will bear with me 
a moment, he ought not to lose sight of the fact that when this 
company parted with these two most excellent ships, it put 
them to considerable inconvenience and considerable loss. They 
bad to immediately proceed to have new ships built in American 
ship yards. I think the Senator will search in vain for any 
data that will enable him to make a statement to the Senate 
and the country that this company sought the privilege of selling 
these ships to the Government. The Government wanted ships, 
and they · discovered these two ships; they sought to purchase 
them, and the company sold t11em to the Government. 

Mr. STONE. I know nothing about that. Does the Senator 
know anything about it? 

1\fr. GALLINGER. I think that is a correct statement of the 
matter. 

Mr. S'l'ONE. It is unimportant, even though it be correct, 
whether the Government made the first overture or the steam
l3hip companY. made it. l should think that anY. companl that 

could make such a baTgain with the Government would not be 
slow in looking up the opportunity. 

Mr. FORAKER, Mr. President---
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield to the Senator from Ohio? 
1\Ir. S':rONE. Certainly. . 
Mr. FORAKER. If I understand the SenatOi" from New 

Hampshire [Mr. GALLINGER]-! hope I may be excused for 
making some inquiry about this, for it is new to me-the Gov~ 
ernment was in need of ships, this company hap_pehed ta have 
the only ships that would answer the Govel'm:ri-ent s· :PU1.1>0 e, 
and, under the stress of necessity, the Government p"aid the 
price that was necessary in order to get the ships. 

Mr. GALLINGER. That is about the statement, except that 
I do not concede that the Government paid any more than a 
fair price, all things considered. 

Mr. FORAKER. So I understand. 
1\Ir. STONE. I think we could very well afford to leave the 

argument at that point The Government did need ships and 
the Government had op.ened negotiations for the purchase of 
foreign ships. Two foreign ships of larger tonnage were offered 
to the Government When it was seeking them throughout the 
world, when the President declared that it was h is intention 
and his duty to seek them throughout the world wherever he 
could get the best for the least money, these two sllips were 
offered to him ; but be permitted the opportunity to purchase 
them to pass. His agent came home, and the two American · 
ships were purchased at a price largely in excess--from one 
hundred to two hundred thousand dollars in excess--of what the 
ships cost when they were built, and that, too, after they bad 
been in the active service of the company that owned them for 
a period of seven or eight years. · 

'l'o ·my mind it is utterly absurd to say that the authorities, 
to whom was committed the duty of purchasing these ships. 
could not find ships in Europe. Mr. President, the one chief 
complaint that Americans are making is that our merchant ma
rj ne has almost disnppeared from the sea. Whatever the cause, 
the fact stands out to the bame of the American people that 
to-day we are at the very foot among the maritime powers of . 
the earth, while the ships of the great powers of Europe are 
swarming the seas. To say that ships could not have been pur
chased in 'Europe, to my mind, is absurd. The fact remains 
that these vessels, at the time they were purchased, were worth 
approximately not more than $700,000, when valued under the 
rules by which ships are rated by shipowners and shipbuilders. 

1\Ir. President, I assert that it would be hard to find a more 
patent or shameful instance of tile misapprop1'iation of public 
funds than this. It might be interesting wiffle on this point, 
and especially to the senior Senator from Alabama [Mr. MoR
GAN], to know that a secretary of one William Nelson Cromwell 
was the agent of this Government who was sent abroad to nego
tiate for the purchase of foreign ships, and who reported tllat 
it was not po sible to procure ships suitable for the service of 
the Canal Commission. It may be even still more interesting to 
know that this same William Nelson Cromwell appeared as a 
representative of this Government in the transaction which cul
mina ted in the purchase of the Havana and lJ1 ea:ico. It is 
really remarkable that this man Cromwell is prese in some 
form in almost every important transaction connected with the 
Panama Canal. 

This transaction, Mr. President, serves a double purpose: It 
shows that the Pre ident was right in declaring that the Gov
ernment should have the markets of the world to draw from 
in order to protect the Treasury from unreasonable extortion, 
and it shows the weakness of the President and his inability 
to withstand pressure from powerful financial and political 
influences even in cases where his duty is perfectly plain. 
How much the Government has suffered in other purchases on 
account of the President's unfortunate vacillation and weakness, 
I can not tell. It has been stated in hearings before the CQID
mittee on Approptiations that 98 per cent of all matel'ials pur
chased have been purchased in America. If this ship trans
action can be taken as a sample of the whole, then the graft 
mounts up already into millions. The President's weakness is 
a costly thing to the American taxpayers. 

Mr. President, there is no public need to pass this joint resolu~ 
tion. No one can doubt that the President will buy prac
tically all canal materials in America, no matter what the differ
ence in prices here and abroad may be. 

1\Ir. ALDRICH. 1\Ir. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield to the Senator from Rhode Island? 
Mr. STONE. Certainly. 

- 1\lr. ALDRICH. I assume that the Senator from Missouri 
is stating his belief, but unfortunately for his contention both 
the President and the SecretarY. of War~ in a communication :to 
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Congress, have stated the opposite of that contention to be the I must be done to relieve the situation. Something must be pro· 
fact. vided for public credulity to feed upon. A door must be opened 

Mr. STONE. I am aware of that. I have read the document for escape, and a soft place must be made for the President to 
the Senator holds in his hand, and I have proceeded notwith- fall. The ~cheme for all this is wrapped up in this resolution. 
standing to say what I have. A short time ago the Secretary of ·war, in a public speech, which 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Secretary of War says: was widely scattered through the country, declared that he con-
If there is no prospect of early action by Congress, I shall direct sidered it the duty of those charged with constructing the canal 

Mr. Shouts, unless ordered by. you to take a different course, that he to build it as cheaply as possible, and that under existing law 
accept the bid of William Simons & Co .• of Renfrew, Scotland. they had no option to do otherwise. 'l'his was merely a repeti
Th~ President says in his reply to the letter of the Secretary tion of what bad been said before. 

of War: But in this speech the Secretary went on to say that the 
I approve of you,r views. whole question had been subiQitted to Congress with a view to 
So that, so far as the record goes, it is the purpose both of the having the legislative department prescribe a rule for the guid

Secretary of War and of the President to purchase these mate- ance of those into whose hands the work of constructing the 
rials and articles of manufacture from the foreign producer, canal had been committed. In substance and effect the same 
unless Congress acts in this matter. declaration by the Secretary of \Var is repeated in his letter to. 

Mr. STONE. I do not care to make a sharp issue of that the President of May 14, 1906, the one referred to by the Sen
kind, but, Mr. President, just as positive assertions of the Ex- ator from Rhode Island, and which was transmitted to the 
ecutive purpose to buy ships and materials in foreign markets, Senate and House by the President the following day. Let 
unless they could be purchased in America at reasonable me read an extract from the Secretary's letter : 
prices compared with foreign prices, were made months ago. The result of a consideration of general principles of law and the 
I have shown you one example of bow that pledge was kept, practice of the Government, in the absence of specific direction to the 

contrary, is that in tlte construction of the Panama Canal in the Canal 
and the fact that 98 per cent of the materials purchased were Zone on the Isthmus, which is outside the tariff wall sUI.'rounding the 
purchased at home at the higher prices charged here is proof United States proper, and into which, by virtue of the IJay-Varilla 
of my statement that the President would buy at home whether ~~e~11 k~~~ ~~~ f:f~~~~t~~c~~~a~ath~~i~~~\~~Pfoli~~ 1~~o~~~~i~i-~~ 
this joint re.:;olution were adopted or not. from taritr or imposts, it is your duty to buy where you can obtain the 

1\Ir. ALDRICH. Mr. President-- material, supplies, and machinery at the cheapest price, other conditions 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri with respect to quality, prompt delivery, etc., being equal. This view 

i~ seems to me is confirmed by the failure of Congress to direct any 
yield to th~ Senator from Rhode Island? dr!Ierent course on your part, although the matter -.·as brought · to its 

Mr. STONE. Certainly. attention more than a year ago, and your view of your duty in the 
Mr. ALDRICH. I was about to call the attention of the pr:emises, if Congress took no fm-ther action, was clearly indicated. 

Senator from Missouri to the fact that there is a difference So they bring the matter again before the Congress for their 
of condition. The communications from which I read are offi- action. Here is a kind of mute appeal to the Congress to help 
cial communications from the President of the United States them out of a hole. The President has given up his fight and 
and the Secretary of War sent to Congress. The others were surrendered, but henceforth, as he goes on patiently bearing his 
published statements, as I understand. yoke, he must have some excuse to give the people for abandoniug 

Mr. STONE. Not altogether. I beg the Senator's pardon. the path of duty. And so the Macedonian cry comes over from the 
Some of the matter that I have put in the RECORD in former re- White House to Congress. This joint resolution is the re
marks was from official documents, from reports of the Sec- spouse Congress makes to that appeal. Hereafter when the 
retary of War to the President and from officials of the Canal President goes on buying trust materials' at h11st prices, as he 
Commission to the Secretary of War. has been doing, and would continue to do whether this resolu-

Mr. ALDRICH. I was not aware that they were offieial tion should be adopted or not, he can excuse himself on the 
papers. ground that Congress has established a rule for his guidance. 

Mr. STONE. Some of them were. He can shelter himself under this resolution and unload his 
Mr. FORAKER. l\fr. President-- sins on Congress. It would be a sham performance, of course, 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri but it would answer the purpose. That is about the only possi-

yield to the Senator from Ohio? ble use to which this resolution can be put. Under its terms, 
Mr. STONE. Certainly. it does not, in fact, restrain or limit the President, except when 
Mr. FORAKER. I will say to the Senator from Missouri .American materials are offered at reasonable prices; then the 

that I have been looking through the testimony taken on this rt~solution would require him to purchase in America. I do 
subject before the Interoceanic Canals Committee, and I find not know what the President or the. authors of this resolution 
this matter all gone- over by Mr. Shouts in his testimony, at would consider "reasonable" prices for American materials. 
pages 1425 and following. I should like to read, if the Senator I presume it would mean reasonable as compared to the prices 
does not object to my taking that much of his time, two or offered in other countries; but what the President will con
three paragraphs. sider reasonable is another thing. Nobody imagines that tpe 

Mr. STONE. I would rather the Senator would read them in President, or that anyone else, would go abroad to buy materials 
his own time. ' for this canal, or for any other purpose, if they could be had at 

Mr. FORAKER. I did not want to take any time on my own home for prices which are reasonable as compared with foreign 
account. prices. There is utterly no need for enacting a law directing 

Mr. STONE. The Senator will be at liberty-- the President to purchase at home under circumstances of that 
Mr. FORAKER. I thought it was only fair to Mr. Shouts, nature. With or without this joint resolution, or any other 

who made the purchase directly, that his statement should be rule on the ·subject, no one supposes that the President would 
read. buy abroad unless the prices asked at home were unreasonable. 

Mr. STONE. I have not said a word about Mr. Shouts. The very thing the President, in the first instance, declared his 
Mr. FORAKER. I know, but the Senator has stated the lntention to do was t9 go abroad only in the event the manu

transaction, and inasmuch as it appears from Mr. Shouts's tes- facturers and shipowners of the United States sought to extort 
timony that he himself made this purchase directly, supervising unreasonable prices. That was all anybody could expect or 
it, at any rate, his statement as to how they came to pay as much desire him to do. He needs no Congressional authority to carry · 
as they did is important. out that policy. And this resolution, if adopted, will not clothe 

Mr. STONE. The Senator can take that up in his own time. him with any power he can not exercise already. It would 
Mr. FORAKER. Very well; I will not insist. ·leave him standing substantially where he stands now with
Mr. STONE. No, Mr. President, if we are to judge the future out it. 

by the past, there is no room for questioning what course the The Senator from Rhode Island read an extract from the 
President will adopt. The men who contributed the stupendous letter of Mr. Secretary Taft to the effect that certain materials, 
slush funds, aggregating millions upon millions of dollars, to dredges among other things, on which bids have been taken, 
carry the last three Presidential elections for the Republican would be purchased abroad unless the joint resolution should 
candidates, almost of necessity have their grasp upon those who be adopted. Among the bids that were made, two or three have 
accepted their princely donations. The beneficiaries of these been mentioned in the Senate. A company in Maryland, dredge 
enormous corruption funds may sometimes wince and shrink builders, have offered two dredges at a price about $70,000 in 
from the task imposed upon them, and to hide the shame of it excess of the price at which a Scotch firm offers to furnish 
may now and then perform some spectacular stunt in the lime- them. Is this a reasonable price asked by the Maryland com
light and before the galleries; but in the end the forces which pany? Is it fair, reasonable, just-just to the Government, to 
operate behind the curtain and hold the strings will have their the taxpayers, to the Treasury? If so, then the President 
way. But, l\Ir. President, there has been so much of this blus- should buy here, not abroad. Why would he go abroad, why 
t ering, and it has attracted such wide attention that something would Mr. Secretary Taft advise him to go to Scotland to buy 
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instead ·of buying in Maryland, unless it be .the opinion rof the 
:Secretary and the President that the price asked ;by the Ua.ry
Ja.nd .dredge builder is .exorbitant and unreasonable? 

The Senator from Rhode Island says that unless we pass 
the joint resolution they will go abroad and buy. Very well. 
If the price is unreasonable they can go nbroad anyhow under 
the terms of this resolution and buy, and should do so if the 
price asked here is unreasonable. On .the other hand, if the price 
is a . fair price they can buy here without the passage of the 
joint resolution . 

. Ah:. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me? 
'l'he VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

si.eld to the Senator from Rhode .Island? 
l\fr. STONE. Certainly. 
l\1r. ALDRICH. If the Senator from Missouri were buying 

these dredges and had to take into .consideration :the -prices 
respectively of the Maryland Steel Company and the concern 
in Scotland, he would have to pay 45 per cent duty on the for
eign dredges, which would make the foreign dredges cost 
$175,000 more instead of $70,000 less than tbe American 
dredges. 

Mr. STONE. I fully understand that 
1\ir. ALDRICH. That is the '(}uestion wbich we are here 

considering, and that is the question :which must necessarily 
be con idered by the Pt~sident in determining whether the bid.s 
of domestic competitors are reasonable or not. 

Mr. STONE. Does the Senator want the Senate to under
stand that the joint resolution in a.ny regard affects the tariff? 

l\1r. ALDRICH. The joint resolution provides that the Gov-
- ernment of the United States shall do what it requires ito 

citizens to do-to buy goods of American pr.oduction; and be
-cause the labor cost in the United States is so much greater 
t1lan abroad, the Government is forced to the necessity of 
levying duties upon foreign products. The joint resolution 
says in effect that the Government of the United States -ought 
to .stand in relation to these transactions the same as .an Ameri
can citizen stands. 

l\1r. STONE. I am not sure but that the Senator is right 
about that, but--- · 

1\Ir. PATTERSON . . 1\fr. Pre.sident-
.1.\Ir. STONE. I yield. 
1\fr. PATTERSON. The Senator from Rhode Island is evi

dently mistaken .as to the view the President takes in determin
ing whether the price asked for a domestic article is reasonable 
or unreasonable. 

l\fr. ALDRICH. I am not undertaking to express the views 
of the President of the United States, nnd I am willing, if the 
Senator .assumes that he can, that he shall speak for the Presi
dent of the United States. We are undertaking here to· express 
the opinion of the Congress of the United States as to the policy 
which ought to be pm· ued in the purchase of materials for the 
construction of the .canal. 

1\fr. PATTERSON. Let me call the attention .of the Senator 
from Rhode Island to what the correspondence shows ar:e the 
facts. According to .the letter of Secretary Taft, the difference 
between the price of tbe foreign article and the -domestic .article 
is only about 8 per .cent. The Senator from rJlode Island says 
that tbe tariff upon the article would be 45 per cent, and that is 
the matter which induces the P1·esident to make this communi
cation to Congress. 

1\fr. ALDRICH. -Oh, no ; I did not say that~ 
Mr. STONE. No. 
Mr. ALDRICH. I <tid not -say that 
Mr. PATTERSON. Is it the idea of the Senator from Rhode 

Island that if an article is offered by .a domestic manufacture:r 
at the cost in a foreign country plus the tariff that that will be 
a reasonable price? In other words, H these two dredges should 
cost but $654,000 abroa.d, then an A.llierican manufacturer might 
add to that sum 45 per cent, or something below 45 per cent, 
and that tbe President would be in duty bound to give the con
tract to the American manufactnret·? 

1\Ir. ALDRICH. In determining the reasonableness of .a do
mestic pTice of course the President is not bound to take into 
consideration alone the fo1·eign price plus the duty, .but the rea
sonableness in the United States gTowing out of the competi
tion b€tween dome tic producers. 

.1.\'lr. P A'lrTERSON. Ah ! 
Mr. ALDRICH. I should like to ask the Senator from Colo

rado .a question. Does he not think that if the Gov.ernment of 
the United States is to be forced to buy in the e.heape.st markets 
in the world American citizens ought to be permitted the same 
privilege? 

1\fr. PATTERSON. I certainly think they .should be. Now, 
I wnn.t to ask the Senator fro-m Rhode Island a '.question.. 

.M.r. ALDRICH. ls not the converse of that proposition also 
true? 
Mu~ .iP .A.TT.E.RSON. No. My .question was going to the con· 

v~rse e;f the proposition. Because, under the American tariff, 
the trusts may rob the American consumers, is that any reason 
why they should be robbed the ..,econd time when the Govern· 
ment may go into the markets of the world to make the pur· 
chase? Should not one J.'obbery be enough? 

l\1r. GALLINGER. Did I understand the Senator from Colo
rado rto say that :he thought American citizens ought :to ,have 
the same privilege of buying abroad? 

.1.\Ir. STONE. With all due deference to Senators--
'.rhe VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator f'rom Missouri is 

entitled to the floor. . 
Mr. _STONE. I think 1 would rather :not have these argu

ment5 injected 'into my speech. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Missouri de

clines to yield. 
Mr. BACON. 1\:fT. -President--
The VIOE-PRESIDEN'.r. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield to the Senator from Georgia? 
l\Ir. STOl>.TE. Certainly. 
Mr. BACON.. With .the consent of the Senator from Missouri. 

as bearing upon the question .he is now discus.slng, I desire to 
present an amendment which I intend to propose when it is 'in 
order to do so ;· and I aBk: that it may now be read in order that 
it may also be ordered to be printed. 

The VICE-PRES~DENT. The Senator .from G.eorgia present~ 
a proposed amendment, which will be read. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to add at the £Tid of th(l 
joint resolution the following : 

P1·ovided, That in .making said purchases a. lar_ger prlce sh-:ill :nof 
be paid for any such article of domestic productw.n or manufacture 
than the price at which the same or similar a·rticles of domestic pro· 
duction or manufacture are .sold or o1l.'e.red for sale in -:foreign markets, . 
or for export to foreign countries. And for the ascertainment -ef th~ 
prices at which articles are sold or offered for sale in foreign coun• 
tries, the Secretary of Commerce and Labor is hereby <tirected to pro· 
r;:t;r!oafi~~ ~s practicable a..nd to report to the President the f<~llowing 

First. What articles and classes or goods produced or manufactured 
in the United States such as are required, as material and equipment, 
1n :the construction of tthe Panama Canal have, during the yeaT ending 
December 31, 1905; been sold or ,offered for .sale in f<rreign -count-J:ies, 
or for export to foreign countries b_y the producers or manufacturers 
thfl-reof or through their 'representatives or agents at prices less th~ 
the same and similar articles and classes of goods were during ttlre 
same period sold in the United States by the producers oT manufac
turers thereof or through their representatives or agents, having s:pecia1 
reference in said report to all classes of tools, machinery, steel 1·ails, 
cars, <.>ng;ines, dredges, ;rehicles, cement, and other materials largely and 
principally required in the construction of .said canal, and in the main
tenanc<!, equipment, and operation of the Panama I!ailroad. 

Second. What, separately stated as to each class of goods and with 
,specification of articles so far as ;practicable, was the general average 
during the said period of the comparative prices in sales in the United 
States and in the several foreign countries. 

The Secretary or Commerce and Lahor is further directed to make 
said repm·ts us soon as practicable, and rf:her~er in the year 1907 
and in each -succeeding year during the continuance of the construction 
of said canal, it sball be his duty .to procure the said informa.tion, and 
to report to the President c-oncerning said sales in the United States 
and in foreign countries during the calendar year .next preceding the 
said report. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will lie 
.on the table, and .be printed. 

.1.\lr. STONE. 1\ir. President, I r~peat that the only purpose 
the resolution can serve is to excuse the President's capitulation 
t-o the trusts. Hereaftet• I imagine theTe will be few Americ.:m 
offerings found to be unreasonable, and none extortianate. An 
enormous amount of structural steel will be required for u.se 
on tbe .canal. The steel b·ust, as is well known, has two prices 
for its prgducts--one for their protected American market, and 
the other for the -open market of the world. If steel rails and 
other .steel products can be shipped to Eumpe .and sold at a 
profit in competition with products manufactured there, then it 
would be um·easonable for the bllot to demand of the Govern
ment a higher ,price than they sell for in Europe. Certainly 
they coul:I afford to sell to the Gove1·nment at their export prices 
on deli very at their mills, thereby adding the cost of trans porta
tion to their profits. Anything abov:e that would, in faet, oo 
unr-easonable, rbut I would take no ser.i01.1s chance in predicting 
that the prices the Government will pay will be nearer the 
domestic p.-ice than the foreign price. This a.·esolution merely 
,crowns :the triumph of the bilsts over the President. 

And, Mr. President why should not this be so? If we ar.e to 
continue this Republican policy of a prohibitory tariff, why, 
indeed, -should not the .Government itself bear the burden it im· 
poses by law on the citizen? 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does th.e Senator from Missouri 

yi-eld to the Senator from Maine? 
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Mr. STONE. Certainly. 
Mr. HALE. I do not want to interfere with the Senator's 

line of argument, but right in connection with what he has just 
stated, with his leave, I hould like to ask him one question. 

1\Ir. STONE. What is the Senator's ,question? 
Mr. HALE. Can the Senator find an instance anywhere, in Eu

rope or elsewhere, where a government 'is engaged in any public 
work, that it does not invariably, always, without exception, buy 
it material and employ its labor at home, whether that govern
ment is free trade or is protection? Will he not find that free
trade England does precisely what protective Germany does 
and what France does, and that there is not an instance in the 
civilized world where government is engaged in expending its 
revenue for public works that it goes outside for its labor or 
material? 

Mr. GALLINGER. And confine the carriage to their own 
ships. 

Mr. HALE. .And as the Senator from New Hampshire says, 
in addition to that they confine the transportation to their own 
ships. 

Mr. STONE. Mr. President, I think every government does 
wi ely to buy at home its materials for use in the construction 
of public works, and does wisely to employ its labor, as far as 
practicable, from among its own people, but--

hlr. CARMACK. Will the Senator from Missouri permit me? 
Mr. STONE. I will. . 
Mr. CARMACK. I think the statement of the Senator from 

"1\Iaine is yery incorrect indeed. I think the British Govern
ment has purchased in the United States material a1,1d supplies 
to a very large extent for Government purposes, in the colonies 
at least, for public works. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the Senator before this debate is termi
nated-it is not evident that it is going to terminate to-day
would bring in an instance where for Government work, paid 
for by taxation of the people of the Government, there has been 
in any single instance a purchase of material or even labor for 
it from outside. 

Mr. CARl\IACK. I happen to remember the case of the At
barn bridge. The material was purchased almost exclusively 
in the United States; in Philadelphia, I believe. 

Mr. HALE. That was a colony. 
Mr. MONEY. If the Senator will permit me-
The VIOE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield to the Senator from Mississippi? 
Mr. STONE. Certainly. 
Mr. MONEY. I do not like to interfere in this debate, be

cause the Senator from Missouri is making a very fine speech, 
but as it seems to be the order of the day that he shall be in
terrupted, I want to correct the statement made by the Senator 
from Maine. 

1\fr. STONE. I have no objection, I will say to the Senator. 
Mr. MONEY. I know. The Senator is very indulgent and 

complacent about it. As a matter of fact, it was necessary for 
military operations to build a bridge across the Blue Nile at 
Atba ra. As a matter of fact, advertisements were made for 
the building of it. As a matter of fact, an American firm got 
the contrac.t as against every bid made by English firms ; and 
there were many bids. The American ·firm got the bid for two 
reasons: One was that the bid was cheaper, and the other was 
because the bridge could be finished in half the time. That is 
one instance that I call to mind just now. 

Mr. HALE. That does not in any way interfere with my 
proposition. The Indian matter was a matter of Indian reve
nues. It was an Indian colonial matter. 

Mr. MONEY. It was an Egyptian matter. 
Mr. HALE. Well, it was colonial. 
Mr. MONEY. I want to state, if the Senator from Missouri 

will excuse me, that it was a militazy operation in the Sudan; 
and it was necessary, having extended the railroad up from 
Cairo, to build a bridge across the Blue Nile near Khartum ; 
and it was built after advertisements, as I stated, which were 
published. There were many bids. An American firm got the 
bid for two reasons; first, because the bridge could be finished 
in half the time offered by any British' firm, and, second, the 
American bid was lower. Now, that is a fact which, I think, 
goes directly against the statement of the Senator from Maine, 
and if he will allow me-

Mr. HALE. No; I renew my proposition that you can not find 
an instance where the Government is expending money drawn 
by taxation f1•om its people, and in this case we are furnishing 
all the money in the canal. Panama does not furnish it ; we 
furnish it. We pay the taxes-

Mr. CARMACK. If the Senator will allow me-
Mr. HALE. Wait a moment. In no case will it be found 

where, like in this case, the Government pays the bill and does 
the work it either prefers foreign people or for-eign material. 

1\Ir. MONEY. If the Senator will not accept the statement 
I made, which is a true one and can be \erified--

Mr. LODGE. It has no relation. It is Egyptian money. I.t 
is not built by British taxpayers. 

1\Ir. MONEY. I know it is Egyptian money, but the contract 
was made by the Government. 

Mr. STONE. Mr. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from l\Iissouri 

yield further? 
1\Ir. HALE. I still insist on my proposition. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 1\Iissom·i 

yield to the Senator from Tennessee? 
Mr. CARMACK. I wish to say that in the case of building 

the viaduct in Burma the material was purchased in the United 
States. 

1\fr. LODGE. That is in East India. 
Mr. STONE. Mr. President, I might find instances by some 

reflection and attention to them, but of what consequence is it? 
I imagine it will be somewhat difficult to find a country of suffi
cient importance to engage in the construction of great enter
prises even approximating the magnitude of the Panama Canal 
where the home market for material is so hedged about by tar
iffs as to enable the home producer to make such ex-actions as 
can be made here in America. 

I agree, as I have said, that it would be a wise public policy 
to purchase at home, thereby keeping our money at home, 
and to that extent giving employment to our own capital 
and labor. I agree that it is best, in the prosecution of 
public enterprises, to employ hotne labor instead of foreign 
labor. ·A proposition of that kind is so evidently true that 
it will be universally agreed to. There can be no argument 
about that. But when the home producer of materials needed 
undertakes to exact prices that are, in effect, as my friend the 
Senator from North Carolina, in front of me, says, a hold up ; 
when the producers of these materials set two prices upon their 
products, one for use in foreign markets and another for use at 
home; when the price at which they sell to foreign consumers 
is vastly less than what they exact of the home consumer, and 
would exact of the Government if they could, then, I say, the 
Government ought to be clothed with power to protect itself 
against being plundered. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 1\Ir. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield to the Senator from Rhode Island? 
Mr. S'rONE. Certainly. 
1\Ir. ALDRICH. Does not the Senator think that the joint 

resolution docs precisely that thing? It was the purpose of the 
committee in reporting it to cover that ground exactly. 

Mr. STONEJ. I have said, and I repeat, that the joint resolution, 
to my mind, is simply a tinkling cymbal ; it is a sound without 
meaning; there is nothing to it. Tbe President can do now just 
what he could do under the joint resolution. Without the re ·o
lution it might not be strictly his legal duty to buy in the home 
market even at reasonable prices, yet it would be his patriotic 
and moral duty to do it, and he would do it. The trouble about 
it is that the President in future will do what he has done in 
the past. Threatening the home manufacturers and shipowners 
to go abroad, possibly with some hope of coercing them, he was 
himself coerced, and has purchased 98 per cent of everything he 
has bought in the home market at trust prices. 

l\Ir. HALE. Can the Senator--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yield to the Senator from l\Iaine? 
Mr. STONE. I will yield; but I will say to the Senator tha1 

I am anxious to conclude. · 
Mr. HALE. I do not remember whether the Senator himsel1 

took part in the debate, but other Senators upon the other side 
whOJ? . I see before me did, ~hich arose when the bill was UIJ 
providing for the transportation of Government supplies, mainly 
coal, to the Philippine Islands. I had the honor to be in charge 
of the bill, and we debated it here for two or three days. I 
remember that both the Senators from Colorado, the Senator 
from Texas, and other Senators took part. We finally adjusted it 
by language almost the same as that in the pending joint resolu· 
tion coming from the Committee on Finance. We provided that all 
transportation of Government supplies to the Philippine Islands 
should be in American-built ships unless the President found 
that the bidding for carriage by American firms in American 
ships was unreasonable or the result of improper combination. 
The junior Senator from Colorado [Mr. PATTERSON] will re
member it, or it may be that it was he who suggested the last 
words that we put in, when everybody voted for the bill. 
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Mr. PATTERSON. I think the Senator from Maine. is mis
taken. 

.Mr. HALE. I may be. 
Mr. STONE. I hope the Senators will not get into a debate 

on that point. , 
Mr. HALE. I only wish to call the attention of the Senator 

to the fact, when he says the words are meaningless and that 
the joint resolution is meaningless, that it is substantially just 
the policy tlmt was adopted after full debate in the transporta
tion of Government supplies to the Philippines, and the commit
tee had that in view when they reported the pending joint reso
lution. If the Senator will look up that bill and will look up 
the debate, he will find that we went all over it then and finally 
adjusted it, everybody, I think, voting for it. 

Mr. STONE. 1\Ir. President, I would have no objection-! 
do not see that anyone could have any objection-to directing 
the Pres ident to ship whatever we had to transport to the Phil
ippines in American vessels, unless the rate charged should be 
exorbitant, and not to ship under a foreign flag. If we could 
calTy our provisions and materials under the .American flag at 
a reasonable price, there could be no objection to giving legis
lative direction to the President. But at the same time it seems 
to me to be an utterly useless thing to do. It is impossible to 
conceive of any American President or official fit to bold his 
office who would not do without that law what the law re
quired. 

hlr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me? 
Mr. STONE. So in purchasing materials for the canal per

haps tbere is no substantial objection to giving some legislative 
direction, but as a practical proposition this resolution is 
useless. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 
yield to the Senator from Rhode Island? 

Mr. STONE. I yield to the Senator. 
1\lr. ALDRICH. Does the Senator from Missouri think that 

the I'reside.at should purchase these two dredges, which is the 
practic~l question now before the Senate, of foreign producers 
or of domestic producers? 

~lr. S'l'O)TE. Do I think that he could? 
l\Ir. ALDRICH. No; do you think he should, as a matter of 

duty? What is the Senator's idea, taking into consideration the 
difference in price, as to wbat is the duty of the President in. 
the premises? 

l\Ir. STONE. No; I have not given consideration to it. It 
has been stated that there is a difference of between $60,000 
and $70,000 in the bids. 

l\Ir. ALDRICH. Yes; the foreign bid is approximately 
$G7,000 lower than the domestic bid. 

Mr. STONE. I do not know the cost of these dredges. I do 
not know the per cent of difference. I have not gone into that, 
aml I can not now go into a calculation of that kind. It is 
sufficient to say that if the American price is a reasonable price, 
a fair anu just price, compared with other prices, the pur
chase ought to be made in America. I do not he~itate to say 
that anything an American bas to sell, if he will sell it to us 
at a rc~onable price as compared with foreign prices, ought to 
be bought he e. Tllat goes without saying. But here is tile 
point: If it is a reasonable price, a fai_r price, why does the 
S€'cretary of War say, as you declare he does, that without this 
resolution he will go abroad to buy? It must be that, in his 
opinicn, the price a ked here as compa.recl with the foreign price 
is unreasonable; and if it is unreasonable, then the domestic 
dredge builder should be compelled to lower his bid to a rea
sonable price or the Secretary should go abroad and buy. 

l\Ir. SCOTT. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques
tion? 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 
yielu to the Senator from West \ irginia? 

Mr. STONE. For a que tion ; certainly. 
1\Ir. SCOTT. If the Senator from Missouri, after making a 

careful calculation, shoulc.1 find that the difference in the price 
of tl.lesc dredges was the difference in wages between that paid 
in Europe and that paid in .. A.merica, would he still favor the 
purchase of foreign-made dredges, when at least $500,000 of tlw 
money we are to invest in these two is labor and not over 
$2 0,000 of it is material and that material has to be prepared 
ancl is labor? If the Senator wants to buy these foreign manu
factured articles and cut out American labor, and compel Ameri
can labor to come down to the price of the pauper labor in 
Europe, I should like to have him state ·so on the floor of the 
Senate. 

l\lr. STONE. Oh, the Senator, as usual with Senators repre
senting his school of thought, begins a harangue about American 
labor. 

Mr. SCOTT. I should think the Senator from Missouri had 

beard enough of that in the last few campaigns to convince him 
that perhaps the American people can not be fooled on that 
proposition . 

M:,r. STONE. But the American people, or a great number of 
them, have been fooled, and .badly fooled, by just such speeches 
as the Senator's. 

Mr. President, the price of American labor is higher than the 
price of European labor, and undoubtedly that should be a 
consideration which should be kept in mind. I would expect 
the President in buying -these dredges to pay a higher price for 
them in America than he would pay for them in Scotland, and 
nobody will have any quarrel with him on that account, pro
vided fbe price was a fair and reasonable price as compared 
with the offerings of foreign dredge builders. Whether the do
mestic bids are reasonable or unreasonable is a question of fact 
that must be determined upon a consideration of all the cir
cumstances to be considered. 

1\lr. GALLINGER. Mr. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Missouri 

yielu to the Senator from New Hampshire? 
1\!r. STONE. I yield to the Senator. 
Mr. GALLINGER. With the kind permission of the Senator. 

I want to give him the three bids that were received for these 
dredges. 

Mr. STONE. They have been given here before . 
.Ir. GALLINGER. But the Senator admits he does not kno" 

what they are. 
:!\f:.·. STO_JE: No; I did not admit lt, but I could not--
1\lr. GALLINGER. If the Senator does not wish me to givE 

tlleru, I will not trouble him. 
Ir. STONE. I have no objection. 

l\Ir. GALLINGER. There was a Dutch bid of $850,000, ~ 
American bid of $724,000, and a Scotch bid of $654,000. Th~ 
Dutch bid was much above the .American. The Scotch bid wm 
$70,000 less; but it is clearly shown that with the cost of in· 
spection, sending men over there, and various other expense~ 
that will follow, the difference between the American and the: 
Scotch bids will not be more than from $40,000 to $50,000 
It is a very close bid, and I am glad to hear the Senator sa;y 
tbat--

Mr. STONE. If it be true that it is a close bid, then wba1 
is the need of this resolution to enable the President to buy theu 
here? 

Mr. GALLINGER. I was going to complete the sentence b:v 
saying that I am very glad to have the Senator from Missouri 
say that he thinks the President can honorably and justly takE 
into consideration the difference between American labor and 
foreign labor; but I fear if he did that without the direction 
that the joint resolution gives him, he would be criticised by tbE 
Senator a little later on. 

Mr. STO rE . The trouble about the resolution is, as I havE 
said, that it is absolutely unnecessary, and to do an unneces· 
sary thing with so much solemnity gives to it some color of 
suspicion, at least. I mean as to its real purpo e. But when 
last interrupted I was asking the question, Why sllould tlle 
Gover!l.IDent protest against a wrong it compels the citizen to 
suffer? True--" and pity 'tis, 'tis true "-the President backed 
down from his position, but his bold protest was an indictment 
of the tariff policy of his party. The Canal Zone is outside 
of the tariff wall of the United States, and therefore the Presi· 
dent could purchase anywhere without subjecting his pur· 
chases to the exactions of our tariff laws; and since the people 
are to furnish the money for the construction of the canal, the 
President should have the right to buy in the open market 
and. to go abrond if he should find it neces ary to protect the 
Treasury of the people, but he has that right already. When 
I say that the President should have this right, I am, of course, 
speaking as a Democrat and from that viewpoint. From the 
Republican standpoint the Government should buy whatever 
it needs from American manufacturers without regard to price, 
and should not only not protest against exorbitant prices, but 
should be glad to pay for its materials what it compel the Ameri
can consumer at borne to pay. This situation pre ent orne object 
lessons that ought to be very instructive to the American people. 
This resolution purports to give to the President a club with 
wllich to compe 1 the American manufacturer to offer reasonable 
prices for his commodities. Of course it is a club the Presi
dent will never use. It is one of those big sticks that will lie 
idle in his hands, but the fact that you propose to arm him in 
that way affords an instructive lesson to the people. The peo
ple themselves, the consumers of the country, have no club of 
this character in their hands. They are helpless; they hn.ve no 
means of resistance; they can only submit. Mr. ,Pres ident, I 
am more than willing to break the grasp monopoly has on the 
Government, but to my thinking it is of infinitely greater im-

• 
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portance to tear it loose from the throats of the people. That 
is all I care to say. This much I desired to say before the cur
tain is rung down and the lights go out on this ludicrous per
forD.Jance. 

JUr,.. CARMACK obtained the floor. 
Mr. MONEY. If the Senator from Tennessee will yield to 

me I desire to offer an amendment, which I should like to have 
read now, and printed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposed amendment will ·be 
read by the Secretary. 

The SECRETARY. Add, at the end of _the joint resolution, the 
follo~g proviso : 

Provided, That in making such purchases no price shall be paid for 
articles of domestic production and manufacture greater than the price 
for which such like American-produced article can be bought in any 
foreign market. 

Mr. FORAKER. Mr. President--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Tennessee 

yield to the Senator from Ohio? 
Mr. CARMACK. With pleasure. 
Mr. FORAKER. The Senator from Tennessee has 1:.:'1.ken the 

floor with a view to addressing the Senate. I will not ask him 
to yield, but I want to put in the RECORD what I was denied the 
privilege--

_Mr. CARMACK. I will yield the floor to the Senator in a very 
little whi1e. I am going to occupy the floor a very little while. 

Mr. FORAKER. I want to move an executive session in a 
few minutes. 

:Mr. OAR~IAOK. I will yield to the Senator now, if he 
prefers. 

Mr. FORAKER. I am very much obliged to the Senator from 
Tennessee, for I would prefer to put in the RECORD that which 
I am about to call attention to immediately following the 
remarks of the Senator from Missouri. 
· In the course of his remarks. the Senator from Missouri com
mented on the purchases for use in connection with the con
struction of the Panama Canal of two ships from the Ward 
Line, as it is popularly called. He said, in that connection, that· 
$1,300,000 were paid for the two ships, $650,000 each; that the 
ships were six or seven years in use at the time when they were 
so purchased, and that the original cost of the ships was in 
the vicinity, I believe he expressed it on the authority of some 
9Pe who testified in regard to the matter, of $550,000 each. 
So it would appear that when these ships were purchased by 
the United States Government for use in connection with the 
Panama Canal and its construction more was paid for them, to 
the extent of $100,000 to $200,000, than they originally cost. 

Mr. GALLINGER. Will the Senator permit me a slight in-
terruption? , , . 

1\Ir. FORAKER. Certainly. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I remember very distinctly the testimony 

of Mr. Smith. Offhand he did say that these ships cost $550,000 
or possibly $600,000 each, but, if the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. STONE] will follow that testimony along for just one para
graph, he will find that Mr. Smith testified that they bad two 
9ther ships of 4,500 tons each. These ships are 5,700 tons, and 
the 4,500 ton-ships cost $550,000 each. · 

1\Ir. CARMACK. It seems to me that Senators might ehib
orate this matter and bring out such facts as they des ire in 
their own time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair understood the Senator 
from Tennessee [Mr. CARMACK] to yield to the Senator from 
Ohio [l\Ir. FoRAKER]. 

Mr. CARMACK. I yielded for an interruption by the Senator 
from Ohio; but, it seems to me, if Senators desire to discu s 
this matter at length, they should take the floor to do so in 
their own time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Ohair understood that the 
Senator from Tennessee had yiel'ded to the Senator from Ohio. 

·1\Ir. CARMACK. I did yield to the Senator from Ohio, but 
I did not yield for general debate. 

Mr. FORAKER. Very well. I will finish what I haye to 
say, and it will not taL~e me very long. 

The statement made by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
STONE] was of such a character that I thought it ought to be 
looked up, and I have taken the trouble to find out what testi
mony there is on that subject. I have before me the hearings 
before the Committee on Interoceanic Canals. I read from page 
1428, volume 2, the testimony of l\Ir. Shonts. He was exam
ined in regard to the purchase of these ships. His testimony on 
this subject .commences two or three pages earlier. After ex
pla ining the necessity for ships and their efforts to find ships 
abroad, he then states that he beard of these two ships of the 
Ward Line. Some one who was a representative of the Cunard 
Line had told him about them, and expressed the opinion that he 
might be able to assist him in purchasing them. -This repre-

sentative of the Cunard Line told him that the price of the 
ships was $750,000 each. It was finally thought that possibly 
they could be secured for $700,000 each, this coming after con
siderable negotiation. Then Mr. Shouts testified further, as 
follows: · 

I said : " I urn willing to pay, fiat, $650,000 for each of those ships, 
subject to survey and rnspection, if they are all right, but I will not 
pay a cent over. I will not pay any commissions to anybody; and it 
you want to be good enough to help us get those ships at that price, as 
a patriotic duty or as a citizen, I will be very glad to have your assist
ance." He took the task in hand, and he finally got it through. That 
was the way the ships were bought for $650,000. 

Omitting two or three immaterial questions and answers, Mr. 
Shouts proceeds, as follows : 

He told me that the ships were well built, and were built at a time 
when material was cheap, and that they had spent a great many thou· 
sand dollars additional to their original cost in strengthening them 
since because of heavier tonnage that they wanted to carry, and that 
he thought now, besides the delay of a year and a quarter or a year 
and a half to get new ships, it would cost a good deal more money to 
build them than the $700,000. :r was talking to him on the $700,000 
basis. He thought they were cheap, considering their condition and 
age, at $700,000. · 

At another place Mr. Shonts testifies that after he bad pur
chased these ships he caused them to be insured for their full 
cost, $650,000 each ; and the insurance companies, ~e remarks, 
evidently thought they were worth what they had paid for them. 
That testimony is on page 1429. · 

At page 1430, on the same subject, Mr. Shonts, further testi
fying, said : _ 

Senator · KITTREDGE. What was Included in the purchase--the furni
ture of the ship? 

Mr. SHONTS. Yes; and the silver and the china and the linen; but 
they agreed to take those tbings back at a fair price, because they 
were mai'ked with the Ward Line marks, and we knew we would want 
to put in our own linen and our own china, etc. 

Then he further testifies, at page 1432~ that he was anxious 
to buy American ships ; and at page 1433, speaking on that 
point, he says : 

Mr. SHONTS. Yes; we thought that we could afford to pay a little 
more for an American ship, if we had to, in order to carry the Amer
ican flag and have the benefit of the coastwise shipping. 

I might read further to the same effect, but the substance 
of it all is, or the effect of it all is, that while it is true that 
these ships perhaps cost only $550,000 originally, yet they were 
constructed at a time when material and labor were cheaper 
than at the present time, and the Government bought not only 
the ship, but all the furniture, all the linen, all the china, and 
everything else that belonged to the ship. It is true that the 
insurance companies evidently thought the ships worth all 
they had cost, because they insured them for their full value. 

It is also true that they had a very laudable purpose in view 
in · seeking to get ships of American registry and American con
struction, so that they might not only engage in the coastwise 
trade, but that they might fly the American flag. It seems to 
me it would be rather a pitiable spectacle to see the United 
States Government constructing a great canal, using, in that 
connection, ships for carrying the material for it and flying 
over those ships foreign flags. 

Mr. STONE. They could fly the American flag. 
Mr. FORAKER. Well, it is possible--
l\1r. CARMACK. I must decline to yield further, 1\fr. Presi

dent, for general discussion. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Tennessee 

yield to the Senator from Missouri? 
Mr. STONE. I ask the Senator to yield to me for a moment. 
Mr. OARMAO~. I yielded to the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 

FoRAKER] for an explanation, and he is making an argument in 
reply to the Senator from Missouri [Mr. STONE]. I think, in 
common fairness, he ought to do that in his own time. 

Mr. FORAKER. I do not object to an interruption. 
Mr. CARMACK. But I do. 
Mr. FORAKER. But inasmuch as the Senator from Ten

nessee objects, I shall proceed. 
I will say, in answer to the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 

STONE], that it is true, I believe, that under the law and regu
lations an American owner of a foreign-built ship which has 
been admitted to American registry may fly the American flag; 
but it is also true that nobody, as I understand it, takes any pride 
in flying an American flag over a foreign-built ship. I do not 
know of anybody who owns a ship, if it is only a yacht for pleas
ure purposes, who does not want it admitted to American reg
istry, so that he will have a right to fly the American flag 
without any question whatever, and so that it will 'be what the 
flag indicates-an American ship, with American registry, en
titled to all the rights and privileges that ships admitted to 
American registry enjoy. · 

So I say when it is stated that these ships cost $550,000 eacb, 
and were years afterwards pm·chased at a higher price than 
that, the fact is lost sight of, which should be borne in mind, 
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tl\ut, as Mr. Sbonts bas stated, thousands of dollars have been 
expended upon them to strengthen them, to improve them, and 
to make them L>etter than they were ; and then there are all 
the other considerations to which I have adverted. 

That is all I cure to say. I thank the Senator from Tennes
se<~ for his kindness in yielding to me. 

I will now ask the Senator to yield to me further for morning 
busines'", that I may make a report. I offer an amendment 
to the diplomatic and consular appropriation bill--_ 

Mr. TELLER. I suggest to the Senator that under the new 
rule, that is not in order. 

Mr. FORAKER. This is not against the new rule, as I 
under tand it. I have looked that up. 

Mr. TELLER. I think it is. 
.Mr. FORAKER. It is merely offering an amendment in-

tended to be proposed. -
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the opinion--
fr. KEAN. I think the Senator from Ohio is in order so 

long as be has the floor. He did not ask any Senator to yield 
to bim. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair, under the rule, must 
hold that it is not in order. The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
CARMACK] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FORAKER. May I not make this report? 
Mr. CARMACK. I have no objection to the Senator making 

bis report if he will submit it without debate. I have a few 
words to say, and I want to get through . 
. The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from 'l'ennessee. 

Mr. FORAKER. The Senator from Tennessee does not deny 
me the privilege of making a report. 

Mr. TELLER. I insist that the Senator is out of order and 
that the Chair has held him to be out of order. 

fr. FORAKER. I do not think I am out of order. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will read that portion 

of the rule applicable to this case. It is as follows : 
It shall not be in order to interrupt a Senator having the floor for 

the purpose of introducing any memorial, petition, report of a com
mittee, resolution, or bill. 

Mr. FORAKER. But, Mr. President, I bad the floor. I bad 
not yielded the floor. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ohio asked the 
Senator from Tennessee to yield to him for morning business. 

Mr. FORAKER. Oh, I _ beg pardon. I forgot that. 
Mr. CARMACK. Mr. President, my views with respect to 

this matter are expressed in the amendment which I have 
already offered: 

'Ibut in all contracts for the purchase of material and equipment 
for usc in the construction of the Panama Canal preference shall be 
given to articles of domestic production or manufacture, conditions of 
quality and price being equal. 

Mr. President, that amendment is in line with the precedents, 
with the practice of the Government, and with various provisions 
of existing law regulating the purcha~e of Government material 
and supplies. Such is the law with respect to the purchase of 
materials for public improvements in _the United States, for 
while that law provides that preference shall be given to 
American material, it bas been uniformly held that this does 
not justify giving preference to American material where for
eign material of ec;unl quality can be had at a cheaper price. 
The law with resvect to the purchase of military supplies is 
as follows: 

Tbe Quartermaster's Department of the Army, in obtaining supplies 
for the military service, shall state in all advertisements for bids for 
contracts that a preference shall be given to articles of domestic 
production and manufacture, conditions of price and qu!llity being 
~ual. , 

That is the very language which I propose in my amendment 
for the purchase of material and suppJies for the construction 
of the Panama Canal. 

The Government acted under that law in the purchase of all 
supplies for the Philippine Islands, buying supplies from Aus
tralia and from other counh·ies instead of buying them here 
in the United States, for the plain, simple, business reason that 
they could be bought cheaper in other countries than they could 
be bought from American producers and manu~acturers. 

So, 1\fr. President, I can see no reason in this case for depart
ing from · the established precedents and practice of the Gov
ernment as laid down in its statute law, in order to make a 
wider field for graft and extortion on the part of our American 
manufacturers. 

'l'he joint resolution reported by the Senator from Rhode 
I sland [Mr. ALDRICH] provides that-

Purchases of material and equipment for use in the construction of 
the Panama Canal-

That is, the purchase of the material and equipment-
shall be restricted to articles of domestic production and manufacture, 
unless the President shall, in any case, deem the bids or tender·s there
for to be extortionate or unreasonable. 

That is very significant, Mr. President, but for all practical 
purposes it is, in my judgment, without any value whatever, 
for there is no practical standard erected to determine what 
shall be extortionate or unreasonable. As Senators on the 
other side have suggested, the amount of the tariff added to 
the price of the foreign competing article would not be regarded 
as extortionate by the Pre ident of the United States and that 
would be a reasonable ground to proceed upon, for tariffs are 
enacted for the express purpose of enabling American manu
facturers to add the duty to the price, and if they did so, the 
President might very naturally say they were doing only what 
was intended by the lmv should be done. 

So, I say, there is no practical standard. You can not make 
a standard by comparing foreign prices with prices in the 
United States, because by the passage of this joint resolution 
you will have expressly rejected that standard; and unless the 
President can find some other way to determine this question, 
unless he can determine with reasonable accuracy the cost of the 
production of the American article, or determine with reasonable 
accuracy whether the profits to be derived by the American bid
der would be excessive and unreasonable, there is no way by 
which he can determine according to any reasonable and prac
tical standard whether the prices fixed in these bids are reason
able or unreasonable or extortionate or otherwise. 

I say, Mr. President, the language of this joint resolution 
reported by the Senator from Rhode Island is significant, al
though it has no practical value: 

Unless the President shall, in any case, deem the bids or. tenders 
therefor to be extortionate or unreasonable. 

'l'hat . is an admission, Mr. President, that the committee 
which reported this joint resolution r ecognized that some such 
provision was necessary in order to protect the Government 
from extortionate prices ; that without some such provision 
tlle Government would be ab~olutely at the mercy of the pro
tected American monopolists, who would extort from it what
ever price they might deem proper to demand, and that the re
served right on the part of the Government to purchase abroad 
was the only protection which the Government could have 
against the extortion it feared. . . 

It is an admission, Mr. President, that under our protective
tariff system there is no effective competition in the United 
States to regulate prices; that there is nothing in the world to 
restrain the protected manufacturer of the United States from 
holding the Government up at the muzzle of a tariff schedule 
and compelling it to stand and deliver, and that the only pro
tection, the only escape, which the Government can have where 
such extortion is practiced is to purchase abroad. That is the 
protection which the Government has reserved to itself. or 
attempted to reserve to itself, in this resolution, but where 
is there any protection for the American consumer who himself 
is confronted with extortionate prices? What remedy has he? 

Mr. President, the Senator from Rhode Island [l\Ir. ALDRICH] 
suggested a while ago that the citizen of the United States 
should have the same right that is given to the Government. I 
should like to give to every citizen of the United States the very 
same right that is offered to the Government in this resolution; 
that he shall not, in the purchase of his clothing, his farming 
utensils, his tools of trade, his household and kitchen furnih1re, 
be restricted to articles of domestic production and manufacture 
where he "deems the bids or tenders therefor to be extortionate 
or unreasonable." I would give him the very right" which the 
committee seeks to give in this resolution to the Government, but 
which, in my opinion, is absolutely nugatory and will have no 
effect whatever. 

1\lr. President, we are engaged in a great enterprise, one tllat 
will be of incalculable benefit to the people of the United States 
and to all mankind, but which is likely to cost us very dear 
before we begin to realize upon .the investment. I would, there
fore, do everything in my power to limit the cost of this great 
enterprise, to diminish the burden upon the American people. 
Senators talk, 1\lr. President, about giving wages to American 
labor by buying articles in the United States-buying ships and 
material in the United States at a higher cost than they can 
be had elsewhere. Every dollar of extra cost that is paid in 
the construction of the Panama Canal must be paid for by the 
taxpayers and by the laborers of the United States. Every 
exh·a dollar which you add to the construction of that canal is 
a tax upon the labor and the sweat of the people of this country. 
So I say, Mr. President, I would do whatever I could to limit 
the cost of that great enterprise. 

There will be extortion there; there will be graft there. Un
der the most honest government there is bound to be more or 
less of it; but, Mr. President, all the extortion that can possibly 
be practiced in the building of the canal by the charging of ex
tortionate prices is a mere bagatelle to the extortion that is 
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practiGed every ·day in every year upon all the people of the 
United States by the very same process. 

I say it is no more unjust to take by extortionate prices the 
money of the taxpayer, after it has gone into the Treasury of 
tlle United States, than it is to take that money out of his own 
pocket. 

Mr. President, I believe the time is coming, and that it will 
soon come, when the demand for the revision of our unjust 
tariff laws will be irresistible, and when the cry that the 
tariff shall be revised by its friends will be met by the counter 
der:.1nnd that the taxpayer shall be taxed by his friends. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, I send to the desk, and ask 
to llave read, an amendment which I intend to propose to the 
joint resolution under consideration. 

1\lr. FORAKER. J_ understand the Senator only wants to 
offer an amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. I have a few remarks to make on the 
amendment whicll I have offered. 

Mr. FORAKER. I want to move that the Senate proceed to 
the c::msideration of executive business, if it will not interfere 
with the Senator. 

Mr. 1\iALLORY. All right. I will have the amendment read 
and will then defer my remarks ·until some other time. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read the pro
posed amendmept of the Senator from Florida. 

The SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out all after the 
resolving clause, and to insert: 

That the material, s·upplies, and machinery of all kinds for the con
struction of the Panama Canal shall be purchased at the cheapest price, 
conditions as to quality, prompt delivery, and responsibility of biddet·s 
being substantially the same: Provided, however, That in cases in 
which such material. supplies, or machinery are produced in the United 
States. and the conditions as to quality, prompt delivery, responsibility 
of ui!lders, and price are substantially the same as those respecting 
such articles as are ofl'ercd by foreign bidders, the bids o! citizens o! 
the United States shall be given preference. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The amendment will lie on 
table and be printed. 

~fEMORIAL .o\.DDRESSES ON THE LATE SENATOR BATE. 

the 

Mr. CARMACK. Mr. President, I give notice that on Satur
day, June 16, I will ask the Senate to consider resolutions in 
commemoration of the life, character, and public services of my 
late colleague, Bon. WILLIAM B. BATE. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
1fr. FORAKER. I move that the Senate proceed to the con

sideration of executive business. 
· The motion was agreed to ; and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business. After one hour and fifty
five m inutes speDJ in executive session, the doors were reopened, 
and (at 6 o'clock p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
Saturday, June 2, 1906, at 12 o'clock me:idian. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Executive nominations received by the Senate June 1, 1906. 
UNITED STATES MARSHAL. 

Charles B. Witmer, of Pennsylvania, to be United States mar
shal for the middle district of Pennsylvania, in the place of 
Frederick C. Leonard, w bose term eArp ired December 11, 1905. 

PROMOTION IN THE ARMY. 
Infantry Arm. 

First Lieut. Ethelbert L. D. Breckinridge, Tenth Infantry, to 
be captain from l\fay 31, 1906, vice Oury, Twenty-fourth Infan
try, detailed in the Signal Corps. 

B=GISTER OF LAND OFFICE. 
J. Henry Smith, of Washington, to be register of the land 

office at Seattle, Wash., his term having expired May 8. (Reap
pointment.) 

RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 
I 

Frank A. Twichell, of Seattle, Wash., to be receiver of public 
moneys at Seattle, Wash., vice Lyman B. Andrews, term expired. 

Alexander J. Cook, of Washington, to be receiver of public 
1noneys at Vancouver, Wash., his term having expired May 8. 
(Reappointment.) . 

Neil B. Morrison, of Duluth, Minn., to be receiver of public 
moneys at Duluth, Minn., vice Jay M. Smith, term expired. 

POSTMASTERS. 
CALIFORNIA. 

William M. Tisdale to be postmaster at Redlands, in the 
county of San Bernardino and State of California, in place of 
William l\f. Tisdale. Incumbent's commission expires June 19, 
1V06. 

Thomas M. Wright to be postmaster nt Watsonville, in tl~P
county of Santa Cruz and State of California, in place of George 
G. Radcliff. Incumbent's commission expired March 21, 1906. 

ILLINOIS. 

Holly C. Clark to be postmaster at Mount Morris, in the 
county of Ogle and State of Illinois, in place of Holly C. Clark. 
Incumbent's commission expired May 27, 1906. 

George W. Dicus to be postmaster at Rochelle, in the county 
of Ogle and State of Illinois, in · place of George W. Dicus. In
cumbent's commission expired May 27, 1906. 

INDIANA. 

William C. Gordon to be postmaster at Summitville, in the 
county of Madison and State of Indiana, in place of James M. 
Hundley. Incumbent's commission expired March 31, 1906. 

Charles H. Kuester to be postmaster at North Judson, in the 
county of Starke and State of Indiana, in place of Charles H. 
Kuester. Incumbent's commission expires June 27, 1906. 

KANSAS. 

William C. Markham to be postmaster at Baldwin, in the 
county of Douglas and State of Kansas, in place of William C. 
.Markham. Incumbent's commission expired January 16, 1906. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Frank H. Fales to be postmaster at South Framingham, in ths 
county of Middlesex and State of Massachusetts, in place of 
Frank H. Fales. Incumbent's commission expires June 24, 1906. 

MICHIGAN. 

William H. Arthur to be postmaster n.t Marshall, in the county 
of Calhoun and State of Michigan, in place of William H. Arthur. 
Incumbent's commission expires June 24, 1906. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Annette Simpson to be postmaster at Pass Christian, in the 
county of Harrison and State of .Mississippi, in place of Annette 
Simpson. Incu.ril_bent's commis~ion expired April 2, ~906. 

MISSOURI. 

Albert C. Krog to be postmaster at Washington, in the county 
of Franklin and State of Missouri, in place of Albert C. Krog. 
Incumbent's commission expired May 19, 1906. · 

NEW JERSEY. 

William 0. Armbruster to be postmaster at Weehawken, in the 
county of Hudson and State of New Jersey, in place of William 
0. Armbruster. Incumbent's commission expired .May 28, 1906. 

Charles Eichhorn to be postmaster at West Hoboken, in the 
county of Hudson and State of New J ersey, in place of Charles 
Eichhorn. Incumbent's commission expired May 28, 1906. · 

Edward W. Martin to be postmaster at Hoboken, in the county 
of Hudson and State of New Jersey, in place of Edward W. Mar
tin. Incumbent's commission expired May 28, 1906. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Alexander L. McCaskill to be postmaster at Fayetteville, in 
the county of Cumberland and State of North Carolina, in place 
of Alexander L. McCaskill. Incumbent's commission expired 
March 20, 1904. -

NORTH DAKOTA. 

Henry W. Ellingson to be postmaster at Rugby, in the county 
of Pierce and State of North Dakota, in place of Herbert C. 
Hurd: Incumbent's commission expired April 24, 1906. 

OHIO. 

William H. Cullen to be postmaster at Paulding, in the county 
of Paulding and State of Ohio, in place of William H. Cullen. · 
Incumbent's commission expired April 18, H)06. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Samuel J. Matthews to be postmaster at Olyphant, in the 
county of Lackawanna and State of Pennsylvania, in place of 
Samuel J. Matthews. Incumbent's commission expires June 30, 
1906. 

SOUTH CAIWLINA.. 

Charles E. Carman to be postmaster at Aiken, in the county 
of Aiken and State of South Carolina, in place of Charles E. 
Carman. Incumbent's commission expired May 27, 1906. 

TE~NESSEE. 

M. Haworth to be postmaster at Maryville, in the county of 
Blount and State of Tennessee, in place of John L. Goddard. 
Incumbent's commis_sion expired May 23, 1906. 

TEXAS. 

Hiram T. Andrews to be postmaster at Wolfe City, in the 
county of Hunt and State of Texas, in place of Hiram T. An
drews. Incumbent's commission expired April 30, 1906. 

John T. Cunningham to be postmaster at Graham, in the 
county of Young and State of Texas, in place of John T. Cun
ningham. Incumbent's commission expired April 18, 1906. 

John T. Dawes to be postmaster at Crockett, in the county of 
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Houston and State of Texas, in place of John T. Dawes. In
cumbent's commission expired April 30, 1906. 

Harry E. Downs to be postmaster at Batson, in the county of 
H ardin and State of Texas. Office became Presidential July 1, 
1905. 

1\1. J. Lee to be postmaster at Kirbyville, in the county of 
J asper and. State of Texas. Office became Presidential April 1, 
1906. 

VIBGINIA.. 

Floyd L. Harless to be postmaster at Christiansburg, in the 
county of Montgomery and State of Virginia, in place of Allen I. 
Harless. Incumbent's commission expires June 24, 1906. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 

E:cectttive nominations confit·mea by the Senate June 1, 1906. 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 
Potter Charles Sullivan, of Washington, to be United States 

attorney for the western district of Washington. 
REGISTERS OF LAND OFFICE. 

James M. Burlingame, of Montana, to be register of the land 
office ·at Great Falls, Mont. · · 

Elmer E. Esselstyn, of Red Lodge, Mont., to be register of 
the land office at Billings, Mont. 

Frank D. Miracle, of Montana, to be register of the land office 
at Helena, Mont. 

Clarence E. McKoin, of Gilt Edge, Mont., to be register of the 
land office at Lewistown, Mont. 

RECEIVERS -OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 
George 0. Freeman, of Montana, to be receiver of public 

moneys at H elena, Mont., to take effect June 30, 1906. 
Chauncey C. Bever, of Billings, Mont., to be receiver of' public 

moneys at Billings, Mont. 
Wyllys A. Hedges, of Yale, Mont., to be receiver of public 

moneys at Lewistown, Mont. 
APPOINTMENT IN THE ARMY. 

Rev. Washington William E. Gladden, of Colorado, to be 
chaplain with the rank of first lieutenant from May 21, 1906. 

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 
Medical Department. 

Capt. John S. Kulp, assistant surgeon, to be surgeon with the 
rank of major from May 26, 1906. · 

Infantry Arm. 
Capt. Edwin A. Root, Tenth Infantry, to be major from May 

25, 1906. 
First Lieut. John L. De Witt, Twenty-first Infantry, to be 

capta in f rom May 25, 190£. 
First Lieut. Charles E. Morton, Sixteenth Infantry, to be cap

tain from May 25, 1906. 
POSTMASTERS. 

ALABAMA. 

Joseph P. Dimmick to be postmaster at Montgomery, in the 
county of Montgomery and State of Alaba.J.?a. 

MICHIGAN. 

Chauncey J. Halbert to be postmaster at Sturgis, in the 
county of St. Joseph and State of Michigan. 

Andrew Sutherland, second, to be postmaster at Oxford, in 
the county of Oakland and State of Michigan. 

MISSISSIPPr. 

Louis J. Piernas to be postmaster at Bay St. Louis; in the 
county of Hancock and State of Mississippi. 

NlilW .JERSEY. 

John J. McGarry to be postmaster at Edgewater, in the county 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Branson R. Beeson to be postmaster at Kernersville, in the 
county of Forsyth and State of North Carolina. 

OHIO. 
Frank H. Farr to be postmaster at Waynesville, in the county 

of Warren and· State of Ohio. 
WIS CON SIN. 

Christian N. Johnson to be postmaster at Merrill, in the 
county of Lincoln and ~tate of Wisconsin. 

Levi L. Odell to be postmaster at Galesville, in the county of 
Trempealeau and State of Wisconsin. 

J ames H. Spencer to be postmaster at Necedah, in the county 
of Juneau and State of Wisconsin. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

FRIDAY, June 1, 1906. 
The House met at 12 o'clock m. 
The Chaplain, Rev. HENRY N. CounEN, offered the· following 

prayer: 
We meet, 0 God, our Heavenly Father, under the shadow 

and gloom of death. Our hearts are profoundly moved with 
grief and sorrow . . One who has gone in and out among us for 
years, and held a conspicuous place on the :floor of this House, 
zealous in all that pertained to his duties, and sensitive as to 
his character, bas rendered a good service to his people, to his 
State, and to the nation, and we mourn his loss. Comfort, we 
beseech Thee, his kindred, friends, and colleagues, and help us to 
copy all that was pure and noble in his life. And finaUy fit us 
all for the ordeal which awaits Thy children, that we may be 
ready when the summons comes to mount to a large.r life and 
dwell with Thee and the angels on high. In the name of 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read. 
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I inove the Journal be approved. 
The question was taken; and the motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. PABKIN§.ON, its reading 

clerk, announced that the Senate had passed bill of the follow
ing title; in which the concurrence cf the House of Representa· 
tives was requested: 

S. 5769. An act denying the right of immunity of witnesses un· 
der the act entitled "An act in relation to testimony before the In· 
terstate Commerce Commission," and so forth, approved February 
11, 1893, and an act entitled "An act to establish the Department 
of Commerce and Labor," approved February 14, 1903, and an 
act entitled "An act to further regulate commerce with foreign 
nations and among the States,:' approved February 19, 1903, 
and ari act entitled "An act making appropriations for the leg· 
islative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 
tile fiscal year· ending June 30, 1904, and for other purposes," 
approved February 25, 1903. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with 
amendments bills of the following titles; in which the concur
rence of tile House of Representatives was requested: 

H. R. 19432. An act to authorize additional aids to navigation 
in the Light-House Establishment; and 

H. R. 18030. An act making appropriations f or the support 
of the Military Academy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1907, and for other purposes. · 

The message also announced that the Senate had insisted 
upon its amendments to the bill (H. R. 16953) making appro
priations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1907, and for other purpose , dis
agreed to by the House of Representatives, bad agreed to the 
conference asked by the House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and had appointed 1\Ir. PENROSE, Mr. DoL
LIVER, and Mr. CLAY a-s the conferees on t he part of the Sen ate. 

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to 
the report of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. 14397) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1907. 
ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT ON MAY 31, 1906, FOB 

HIS APPROVAL. 

Mr. WACHTER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, r~ 
ported that this day they had presented to the President of the 
United States, for his. approval, the following bills: 

H. R. 9375. An act granting an increase of pension to Charles 
H. McKenney; 

H. R. 9529. An act granting an increase of pension to William 
Gibson; 

H. R. 9812. An act granting an increase of p~nsion to Joseph 
B. Newbury; · . 

H. R. 9923. An act granting an increase of pension to Joseph 
J. Mishler; 

H. R. 10008. An act granting an increase of pension to James 
W. Dorman; 

H. R. 10029. An act granting an increase of pension to Abram 
Higbie; 

H. R. 10246. An act granting an increase of pension to John 
Harrison; 

H. R 10257. An act granting an increase of pension to Samuel 
Deems; 

H. R. 10318. An act granting an increase of pension to James 
F. Hollett; 

H. R. 10319. An act granting an increase of pension to Harvey 
Deal; 
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